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 It’s wonderful being the center of someone’s affections. It’s great to 
feel very special and in fact to feel irreplaceable. It’s about the greatest 
feeling in the world. And the truth is that each of us is irreplaceable and 
precious.  Part of the bliss of being in love with someone is that that 
person does see us as wonderful. We see the very best in each other. But 
sometimes this wonderful state comes to an end. I remember a friend 
saying that after her husband died now she was no longer the most special 
person to anyone. She was a beloved grandmother, and so forth, but not 
the most special person for anyone, as she had been for her husband.  
 
 When we are in love we share a great deal with that special person, 
but what if they die or otherwise leave us?  We are always vulnerable in 
love. What if they come to prefer someone else?  Then we may feel that  
horrible emotion – jealousy. You may remember Shakespeare’s great 
tragic play Othello.  The villain in the tragedy is Iago. He convinces 
Othello that his wife Desdemona has been having an affair. Othello is 
driven made with jealousy and smothers Desdemona, even though she was 
completely innocent. When he discovers his mistake, Othello commits 
suicide with a dagger.  
 
 Romantic love is not the only place where we may experience 
jealousy.  Perhaps we are best friends with someone and then they start 
spending time with another. We feel sad and angry and left out.  Or 
perhaps one or both of our parents prefers our sister or brother.  Such 
favoritism can be terribly destructive. 
 
 Fortunately there are ways we can learn not to be overwhelmed by 
these negative feelings. We certainly don’t want to be overcome by it the 
way Othello was. Yet we must recognize that human love is sometimes 
subject to pitfalls such as jealousy. Can we escape this jealousy by turning 
to God? 
 
          Peter in his sermon in the Book of Acts tells his listeners yes. We do 
have a remedy for jealousy. Peter says that God shows no partiality. In 
every nation anyone who fears God and does what is right is acceptable to 



God.  That is a wonderful and inspiring truth. But it doesn’t fully solve the  
problem because if God is impartial it looks as if we aren’t special to God 
either! If God accepts everyone and has no favorites, perhaps that means 
maybe I as an individual am not very important to God. 
 
 But this isn’t all there is to our relationship with the Holy One. It is 
true that God, the creator of the universe and all that is therein, does 
delight in each and every part of God’s creation. In fact according to Psalm 
104 God made whales for the fun of it!  But it is also true that the 
relationship each of us has with our God is intensely private. It is unique.  
God sees us completely; there are no secrets. Each Sunday we pray “from 
you no secrets are hid.” God sees us and loves us and accepts us. Because 
of this seeing and loving and accepting, the Holy One is able to transform 
parts of us that need transforming. God is able to save us.  The word 
“salvation” is based on the word for wholeness. God is able to save us 
because God embraces every bit of us. 
 
           God recognizes our uniqueness and treasures us. We can rely on the 
faithful love of God. Only God is with us every moment. As someone once 
said, we don’t go to heaven in couples. And yet we are not left alone. Our 
God is with us every moment, yearning over us and inspiring us. Perfect 
mother and perfect father. Perfect friend and soul-mate. In fact only God 
can be our soul-mate because only God knows us through and through. 
There is no separation between us and God, no misunderstanding, no 
jealousy. 
 
 God shows no partiality; God has no favorites. At the same time each 
of us is truly God’s favorite. Each of us is completely loved. No conditions, 
no reservations. Just love.  We can see this illustrated in our Gospel 
reading today.  Jesus is baptized by his cousin John. Jesus insists that he 
be baptized because he wants to be treated like any other Jew. He says to 
John, “Let it be so now; for it is proper for us in this way to fulfill all 
righteousness.” Jesus, the savior of the world, consecrates himself to his 
vocation by joining the rest of us, the sinful multitude, in the waters of the 
Jordan.  He is baptized in solidarity with us. And then there is the 
Epiphany, the showing, of his vocation. Jesus saw the Spirit of God 
descending like a dove and he heard a voice from heaven, revealing Jesus  
to be the Son of God. And yet Jesus is baptized like any other Jew.  



 
Only God can show no partiality and at the same time treasure each 

of us without limit.  Only God.  Amen. 


