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Proper 25  Gratitude for the Abundance 

 Do preachers talk too much about money?  I’ve offered a couple of 
sermons this fall that touch on the subject, but we need to address it 
directly. Last Sunday the Vestry was discussing the financial position of 
the parish.  We especially were looking at the pledges that have come 
in, and preparing for the budget for next year. 

 Jesus wasn’t afraid to talk about money. One verse in every six in 
the first three Gospels relates to money. Sixteen of our Lord’s 44 
parables deal with the use or misuse of money. 

 We read in the lesson from Sirach:  “Give to the Most High as he 
had given to you, and as generously as you can afford. For the Lord is 
the one who repays, and he will repay you sevenfold.” Sirach tried to 
help his reader to look at worship through the eyes of God. What sort of 
sacrifice would please God? A humble heart. For humility allows one to 
treat others the way God treats them, without partiality. God hears the 
prayer of the humble, those who place him first in life.  And in the 
epistle today Paul offers this most beautiful image:  “As for me, I am 
already being poured out as a libation. . .I have fought the good fight, I 
have finished the race.” A libation is poured out as an offering. Paul’s 
whole life is an offering to God. And the tax collector in the Gospel story 
is so mindful of God that he keeps his eyes down in the temple as he 
prays. 



 The biblical teaching is that the tithe is the appropriate amount to 
give to God. Of course the Episcopal Church is not God, but it does 
much good with what it is given. The tithe is 10% of what you earn next 
year. Now, I know that some of you already tithe, although I am not 
privy to how much everyone pledges. I know that a few of you are 
hanging on for dear life in this economy. But for everyone else, I ask you 
to tithe or to work faithfully toward the tithe.  

 Stewardship is much more than how we handle our money. 
However it does include how we handle money. In the Gospel of Luke 
Jesus tells a story about a rich man who had a manager, and charges 
were brought to him that this man was squandering the rich man’s 
property. So he summoned the manager and said to him, “What is this 
that I hear about you? Give me an accounting of your management, 
because you cannot be my manager any longer.” (16:1-2). In the Epistle 
to the Romans, Paul says “we will all stand before the judgment seat of 
God.” (14;10). Stewardship is a way to draw closer to God by yielding 
our will to his will. Stewardship is a means to be an active participant 
in God’s plan for the world. Paul tells us in Second Corinthians that all 
of us must appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each may 
receive recompense for what has been done in the body, whether good or 
evil. (5:10-11).    

 Let me share an experience I had a few years ago standing before 
the judgment seat of God. It occurred as I was sitting alone in a pew at 
a local church. For some reason I began going over all of the things I 
have done wrong in my life, all of the times I have done things which 



have hurt myself or others. As I was going over this extremely painful 
and long list, it was as if someone were sitting to my right and listening 
with complete attention and understanding. As I went over what I had 
done, I explained why I had done it and what I was thinking. This was 
all done in complete silence. The Presence understood everything I had 
done with complete compassion.  

 We are stewards. We are those who have been entrusted with the 
goods and the affairs of our Lord. We are given grace to be faithful and 
wise stewards over the Lord’s possessions. There is nothing 
insignificant. There is nothing of which you can say, Well, it doesn’t 
really matter. There is no talent you possess, no time that you have, no 
possession that you have which is something that you may squander. 
The Word of God is that we must seize every opportunity, every 
moment, every talent. Why must we do all these things in our lives? To 
make more money? No. To get on the honor roll in school? No. To get 
ahead? No. To make something of myself? No. This is why. Because we 
are stewards of the things, time, talents of the living God. We are 
stewards in the kingdom of God. We are also stewards of the gift of 
salvation. We minister to each other; we pray for each other.  This 
includes the knowledge of God and his word, the Bible.  Believers, you 
must give an account. Have you grown in grace? Have you read the 
Bible? Did you grow in love for the saints? Did you grow in prayer?  

 Parents:  God entrusts to your hand your children. You are a 
steward to serve God’s interests in that child. Young people and 
children, you are stewards of every moment you spend on earth. You 



must take care of your talents, and your body. You must give an account 
to Jesus Christ.  

 Priest, warden, vestry member, postulant for holy orders, each 
must answer before God. Have the poor and the sorrowful and the 
needy been visited and helped? Has the Word of God been taught and 
brought to the people of God? Have the resources of the church been 
managed wisely? Have the wayward been called upon to return to 
Christ in repentance?  

 Each of us has been entrusted with the goods and the affairs of 
our Lord. We have to thank Him humbly for all that he has given us to 
do.  Each hour is given to us to serve the Lord, who alone is worthy of 
our service. Then death comes. You, who are the steward of God, are 
you ready to give an account of your life? When He comes and asks you 
to give account of your stewardship, may you hear the Lord say, “Well 
done, good and faithful servant. Thou hast been faithful over a few 
things. Enter into the joy of thy Lord.” Amen. 

 

 


