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        God says to the rich farmer, You fool! This very night your 
life is being demanded of you. The man is a fool not because he 
was rich or because his land was fertile and productive. Not 
because he was planning to build bigger barns. This farmer might 
well have been careful and conservative in how he managed his 
land. But he thought he could get rich and then relax. 
 
 The farmer is a fool because of greed.  The Greek for “greed” 
includes the idea of insatiableness. The rich man hoarded what he 
had. His grains and his goods were all-important. As long as they 
were in his barn, he was happy.  Now we know that possessions 
can be seductive. Their physical presence, the convenience they 
give us, the prestige they give us. Other people often are 
impressed by the possessions we have.  But as many have pointed 
out, possessions have a way of possessing us.  
 

In fact, in the reading from Paul’s letter to the Colossians, 
Paul says that greed is idolatry. Greed means the worship of false 
gods. We must make sure we are not possessed by things, lest our 
god change.  Lest we find that without realizing it we have 
changed our god and are now worshipping the things we own.  

 
Members of monastic orders such as the Franciscans take 

the vow of poverty. I had the opportunity to live during the 
summer of 2005 with the Sisters of St. Francis in San Francisco. 
They had no personal possessions, and they pinched the pennies 
they were given. They had a rack for drying plastic bags from the 
produce department of the supermarket. I was very impressed by 
these women. And many people who are not called to the monastic 
life still live a life of voluntary simplicity, reusing, recycling, and 
making do with what they have.    
 

But the parable of the Rich Fool isn’t just about greed for 
possessions, about being rich in possessions. It’s about being rich 



toward God. And we know that God isn’t just interested in how we 
manage our property or our finances, although that is important. 
God is interested in how we spend our energy, what we pay 
attention to, what we do in the world.  Jesus’ parable tells us that 
main reason the rich farmer was a fool was that he was totally 
self-absorbed. The rich farmer lived for himself, talked to himself, 
planned for himself, and congratulated himself. Then he died 
suddenly. It was his total disregard for the needs of others that 
made him a fool. Self-absorption is what made him a fool,  
 

Recently there has been a considerable amount of research 
on how altruism, compassion and giving affect people’s lives. The 
research is headed by Dr. Stephen Post at Case Western Reserve 
University in Cleveland. He recalls that whenever as a young boy 
he would get into an unhappy, down mood, his mother would say, 
“Well, Steve, why don’t you go out and help somebody.”  He says 
that he would go out and rake leaves or help a neighbor put 
canvas over a boat.  He still remembers those small moments 
vividly because they really did make him feel better.  

 
In a recent newspaper interview Dr. Post said something 

very remarkable. He said, “Giving is the most potent force on the 
planet—and will protect you your whole life.” Unselfish love has 
been shown to reduce depression, to promote physical and mental 
health, to increase longevity, to greatly improve entire 
neighborhoods.  

 
Each of us can find opportunities to help somebody else, 

perhaps in little ways or perhaps in big ways.  Even if our own 
situation isn’t so good, we can help another just a bit. It may not 
make us instantly happy, it may not answer all our questions, but 
it will be part of our becoming who God wants us to be. And when 
our final moment comes, when our life is required of us, as it will 
be for each of us, we will find that we are rich towards God. We 
will have been living in the reign of God, and we will find that our 
treasure is unimaginably wonderful. 


