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 In the bible as a whole, Jesus offers more commentary on 
how to deal with wealth than on how to handle sex. When I went 
online and looked up financial fraud, I found a huge number of 
listings. We know that such fraud is wrong because it hurts other 
people and it damages our own character. Yet in the reading today 
from Luke, Jesus seems to approve of a man who was dishonest. 
How can we make sense of such a story? 
 
 We need to remember that Jesus often used parables. 
Parables are short, pithy stories taken from everyday life, stories 
in which the characters don’t always act according to what we 
would consider to be the highest ethical standards. 
 
 In this parable we are told that a manager had been 
mismanaging the business of a rich man. Maybe he had been 
diverting some of the funds to his own use. So the master told 
him, Turn over the books and you’re fired! You’re out of here! The 
manager had to figure out how to get by. He knew he wasn’t 
strong enough to dig ditches and he was too proud to beg.  He 
needed to do something that would keep him in the good graces of 
others even though he was out of a job. Pretty soon he had an idea 
and he began to smile to himself. He called in one of the debtors 
and told him to take his bill, sit down and cross off the amount, 
and reduce it in half.  He did the same thing with the next debtor. 
Notice that the manager didn’t make these changes: he got the 
debtors to alter the books. He bought their support for the lean 
days ahead. He would still have some who invited him into their 
homes. And what happened? Far from blowing up in anger, the 
master commended him for using his head. He commended him 
because he had acted shrewdly. It was the manager’s shrewdness 
that was commended, not his dishonesty. Shrewdness means 
planning ahead for that which is sure to come. It is being creative 
in responding to a crisis. 
 



 Now before we go any further let’s remind ourselves that 
this is a parable.  In a parable it’s not always obvious which 
character represents God. Maybe none of them do. In this parable, 
the rich man who commends the dishonest servant is not Jesus. 
The rich man was no doubt a crafty businessman in his own 
right—one who may well have committed some of the common and 
unjust business practices of his time.  
 

Jesus tells this parable not to endorse how things are in the 
world, not to endorse all the sharp dealings, the shady practices. 
But it does appear that he is amazed how poor his disciples are 
with money. He seems amazed that despite the fact that the 
disciples are children of light, and have learned something about 
God, the fact is they are not good with money. This means that we 
also, if we can consider ourselves among the children of light, 
should learn from the children of this age, in other words, from 
entrepreneurs and wheelers and dealers, from successful business 
people. They are our models. Why? Because it is important to 
make the most of what we have in this world.  It is important to 
be faithful and honest with earthly resources, small or large.  
Jesus warns that there is a connection between our use of money 
and our contribution to the coming of God’s kingdom.  

 
And we should note one more thing: the dishonest manager 

does what he does because he wants people to welcome him into 
their homes, even after he has been dismissed.  There seems to be 
a hint here that relationships are all-important. Relationships can 
see us through even when all seems lost. We can use our resources 
to build relationships or to destroy them, to help people or to hurt 
them. Jesus observes that the children of this world often 
understand the significance of wealth better than those in the 
religious community do. Worldly people know that they can use 
resources to gain friends or to lose them, to make a place for 
people or to shut the door on them. 
 
  How we use money and property is a clear and accurate 
indicator of our priorities. While we might speak frequently of 
justice and compassion, it is what we actually do with our 



resources that expresses our deepest commitments. Here is a story 
on this point from a sermon by Randall Roberts: A rich man 
dreamed he arrived in heaven. He was anxious to see his mansion, 
and asked the angel to take him there. As they walked the golden 
streets, past mansions glorious beyond description, he kept 
asking, “Is this it?” 
         

They walked on to the outskirts of the city, where the 
mansions were not nearly as nice, then into the suburbs, where 
they were much more understated. The rich man was certain they 
had missed his mansions, but the angel assured him they had not. 
They finally arrived at a small hut in the country. The rich man 
was flabbergasted to hear the angel say, “Well, this is it. It’s all 
yours.” 

 
“Surely there must be some kind of mistake!” “No, this is 

yours.” “Why? Why didn’t I get a mansion?” “Well,” said the angel, 
“this was all we could afford to build with what you sent ahead!” 
 
 In the gospel of Matthew Jesus says, “I am sending you out 
like sheep among wolves. Therefore be as shrewd as snakes and as 
innocent as doves.” (Matthew 10:16). We must be shrewd in this 
life, but our shrewdness has a purpose. We are trustworthy with 
wealth in this world, we make the most of what we have, but we 
keep our priorities straight. We seek the true riches, which come 
to those who serve God. Amen. 
  
 


