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Staff 

 
Bishop of the Diocese of Northern California The Rt. Rev. Barry L. Beisner 

Priest in Charge The Rev. Dr. Susan J. Armstrong 

Associate Priest              The Rev. Lesley McCloghrie  

Music Director Merry Phillips 

Altar Guild Director Kathrine Clague 

Sexton John Hammond 

Assistant to the Rector in Administration Cynthia L. Shepherd   
      
 

Celebration of Ministry 
and 

the presentation of the  
Grateful, Glad, and Giving Budget and Annual Meeting 

Christ Episcopal Church 

Eureka CA 

January 19, 2013 

 

 Opening Prayer and Welcome The Rev. Dr. Susan Armstrong 

 Introduction of the Vestry 2013 Paul Gossard, Senior Warden 

 Lunch Outgoing Vestry 

 Reflection on the Past Year Jannetje Vrieze 

 Our Vision for 2014 Paul Gossard, Senior Warden 

 Presentation of the Budget Determined by the Vestry Dr. Bob Hines 

 Distribution of Ballots and Election of the Vestry 

 Election of Delegates to the Diocesan Convention 

 Dessert\Coffee 

 Announcement of the Elected Vestry and Delegates 

 Closing Prayer The Rev. Dr. Susan Armstrong 

 Vestry Meeting  

The Vestry  
Senior Warden Paul Gossard 

Junior Warden Harry Freeman 

Clerk Ann Clark 

Treasurer Bob Hines 

Class of 2013 Class of 2014 Class of 2015 

Laura Julian Julia Lawson Lynne Bean 

Harry Freeman Paul Gossard Sister Alice Reid 

Jannetje Vrieze Helen Hui Katherine Clague 

Irene Hannaford Margo Fassio Barry Ross 
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I am truly amazed at the number of parishioners who contribute to Christ 

Church each day, week, month and year!  Please consult the report by 

Marty Vega to get an idea of the complexity of the task of scheduling. 

         New this year are some wonderful liturgical helpers.  Mother  Lesley 

McCloghrie has joined us as an Associate Priest, enabling me to enjoy an 

occasional trip on a weekend and also to experience her wonderful 

preaching and presence at the altar as we celebrate the Eucharist.  I have 

had the opportunity to serve as mentoring priest for Sr. Diana Doncaster, 

who is a candidate for ordination to the priesthood.  Current plans are for her to be ordained as 

deacon here on Oct. 2.  We will welcome back Nancy Streufert next month. Nancy is also a 

candidate for the priesthood. Current plans are for her to be ordained deacon in June at Trinity 

Cathedral in Sacramento.  

         There is lots going on at Christ Church!  Please read the reports to see what is happening. I am 

so happy to be among you as we deepen our relationship with God and as we seek to bless our 

community in the name of Christ.  

 God be with you all, 

                                      Mother Susan  

, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A special thank-you to the office staff. As many know, Cindy Shepherd confronted health problems throughout 2013. 

Last summer she found it necessary to drop back to half-time.  Fortunately, Barry Ross has been able to staff the 

missing hours. We are most fortunate to have two gifted and skilled people, enabling the office to be open six hours a 

day, Monday through Friday. 

Our Shared Ministry, 2013 
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 Last January I was still a supply priest, which meant that I lacked authority for long-term planning.  I worked 

with myself to attain a state of mind which would allow me to accept whatever the Vestry decided. With the wonder-

ful help of many at Christ Church, I continued to lead worship, including Holy Week. In April I received a call from 

Paul Gossard, Senior Warden, stating that I was called by the Vestry to be priest in charge. They welcomed me after 

the next Vestry meeting with champagne and cake! 

 Plans developed for my Installation. The Bishop had only two days open in the summer, and we chose the 

first one: June 13. I felt it was a wonderful occasion, made even more special by the attendance of some parishioners 

from St. Albans and Sts. Martha and Mary. The Bishop’s sermon was a special gift.  The Vestry honored me with a 

truly beautiful stole and two albs. 

 Since I was now official, we could proceed with new endeavors such as the 9:15 Forum, organized by Renée  

Ross and the Cinema Chat, presented by Jeff Sellars, on the second Saturdays of each month in the Chapel. Our two 

summer camps for young people were great successes, drawing on the talents and energies of many gifted parishion-

ers. 

 The challenge of replacing Doug Moorehead as Music Director occupied much time and energy in the late 

summer and fall. Fortunately Doug was able to energize the choir and inspire new members to join, in time for the 

September 8 kickoff. The choir since then has been a tremendous inspiration for all of us attending the Sunday Eu-

charist. 

 Throughout the year I have been deeply grateful for Paul Gossard, who has given much time and amazing tal-

ent to the challenges of this year. He has been unfailingly cheerful and always a source of excellent advice. Harry 

Freeman has been an exemplary Junior Warden, charged with overseeing improvements in security as well as the 

constant upgrades needed in a middle-aged building. Speaking of upgrades, the painting of the exterior of the church, 

overseen, inspired and shepherded by Sanford Pyron in 2012, remains an amazing feat. Ann Clark served again as 

Clerk, covering the special meetings necessary for the search process.  Bob Hines was indispensable as Treasurer, 

offering crucial financial guidance and a generous heart. 

 
 The Rev. Dr. Susan Armstrong 

Priest in Charge Report 
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In 2013, two important personnel issues were at the forefront of the work done by your 

vestry.  

 

 January of 2013 found us deeply involved in the search process for a priest-in-charge. The 

vacancy was created by Fr. Ron Griffin’s resignation in the fall of 2012.  With the help of 

Canon Britt Olson, outgoing Senior Warden Helen Taylor and 2012 vestry members, along 

with the current vestry, a nation-wide search was conducted to fill the position. After a 

thorough and rigorous search process involving much research, prayer, numerous 

interviews, and an on-line meeting with Bishop Beisner, the Rev. Dr. Susan Armstrong 

was selected to lead our congregation. 

 

Dr. Douglas Moorehead retired after serving as organist at Christ Church for over 30 years.  For financial reasons, the 

vestry chose to consolidate the two existing music positions and create a single Music Director position with 

responsibility for the overall music program at Christ Church including the organ, choir, and children’s music.   

Following another thorough and rigorous national search, Merry Phillips was hired as Music Director and began work 

on December 24. 

 

While the vestry gave high priority to the responsibilities entrusted to them, time was taken at every meeting this year 

for spiritual growth and mutual support.  Each vestry meeting began with prayer led by Sr. Alice Reid.  During 

“Check-in by Mutual Invitation,” each person was given the opportunity to share personal challenges, triumphs, or 

concerns.  Time was taken during meetings to write “Thank you” notes to members of the congregation.  At each 

meeting names were drawn anonymously so that members could pray for each other.  Each vestry meeting concluded 

with Evening Prayer led by a member of the group.   

 

I am very grateful to the vestry for the uncounted hours they committed to their important work in 2013, and for their 

friendship and support.  And, I am thankful to God for providing us with gifted and dedicated leaders.   

 

 Paul Gossard, Senior Warden 

  

  

Senior Warden 
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WORSHIP 
 

DISCIPLESHIP 
 

OUTREACH 
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Eucharistic Ministers 

Chapel Activities 

Located on the west side of the Christ Church campus, the Chapel of Our Merciful Savior was the location for many 

significant and meaningful services and events in 2013. The Chapel’s flexible layout lends itself to a wide range of 

activities and uses: 

The weekly lectionary study, led by Barry Ross, meets at a round table looking out to the courtyard and the magnifi-

cent magnolia tree.  The study is followed by a short evening prayer service. 

During the monthly Cinema Chat, led by Jeff Sellars, the Chapel becomes a small movie theater complete with pop-

corn and other treats. 

For much of the year, a Centering Prayer group met weekly in the Chapel. 

During Lent, Ash Wednesday and Good Friday services are held in the Chapel.  The Stations of the Cross, beautiful-

ly painted by Kathryn Burleson, hold particular meaning during this season. 

The Chapel serves as a gathering area and keyboard classroom for the Summer Music and Arts Camp.  With chairs 

moved aside, children gather on the rug to sing.  This summer the room also rang to the sounds of a marimba, thanks 

to the generosity of Marimba One in Arcata. 

During the Thanksgiving Music and Arts Camp Reunion, the Chapel once again was filled with children’s voices.  

After a quick reconfiguration of the room, the children returned to the chapel to sing for the Thanksgiving Eve Ser-

vice. 

During Advent, the Chapel was aglow with candles for a weekly Taizé service.  Lights in the courtyard added to the 

quiet beauty of the worship space. 

The Nave at Christ Church is a beautiful and reverent space for Sunday worship, musical concerts, and the other 

important services in the life of the church.  We are fortunate to also have a Chapel that provides a more intimate and 

flexible setting. 

 

 

 

As a member of the body of Christ, serving as a Eucharistic Minister means many things to me.  In a spiritual sense I 

feel closer to Father, Son and Holy Spirit when helping to provide the body and blood of Christ to others. It is one of 

the ways I have chosen to travel on my journey closer to Christ. Emotionally it provides a feeling of intense satisfac-

tion to be part of a ritual that is a service  

 

to those who have become members of my family.  I feel connected when I serve and strengthened. It is part of the 

way I practice stewardship.  It is a discipline that completes me. As I continue to learn the job, I truly enjoy the con-

tact with those who come forward regardless of what kind of day I'm having.  It's easy work. I enjoy it and would 

recommend it to anyone. 

 Marty Van Zandt 

 

Being an Eucharistic Minister—  A wonderful job!  To help distribute the eucharist is truly a gift of love from God to 
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me to you.  I am so humbled each time I do it.  It makes my day and my week.  John Patton, our leader, is a patient, 

kind and splendid  teacher. I feel truly a part of my church with all the goodness and mercy it can bestow on us.  

 Joan Stewart 

 

On being an Eucharistic Minister: 

There are times when I am still caught up in the wonder of me, a woman, being in the sanctuary with a priest. You see 

such a thing was a definite “No-No” in my younger years. In those days, in a great many Episcopal/Anglican churches 

the sanctuary was seen as the Holy of Holies and only the priest (a male) and the altar guild ladies (who of course did 

the cleaning and setting up) could cross that threshold. 

Today when I am serving as an Eucharistic Minister I see myself as a member of the congregation who is participating 

with all the other members in the act of celebrating our relationship with God and each other. It is indeed the participa-

tion in an act of great Thanksgiving, which is the meaning of Eucharist. 

Those of us in the Sanctuary all have a particular part to play in the worship of the whole congregation. For me, as an 

Eucharistic Minister, it never ceases to be a great privilege to offer the chalice, the "Blood of Christ, the Cup of Salva-

tion" to those who come to receive, a new, the Spirit/Life of God who would touch our hearts and minds with God's 

great love for us and give us the awareness that we are never alone. 

I am deeply honored to be able to serve in this way. 

 Sister Alice Reid 

We are blessed to have a fine group of experienced people helping with the Altar Guild, some of whom have been par-

ticipating in the Christ Church Altar Guild since 1945. The Altar Guild sets up for Sunday services as well as baptisms, 

weddings and funerals. Some of the more skilled are experts at washing and ironing the linens, from the small Purifica-

tors that cover the chalice to the Fair Linens that span the Altar. 

 

The Altar Guild appreciates the extra help it receives on an occasional basis, especially during Christmas and Easter, 

with hanging high wreathes, polishing brass, and flower arranging. 

 

For further information, contact Altar Guild Director, Kathy Clague.  

 

 

 

Lectors 

Reading seems a bit frightening at first.  But once you become friends with the microphone and know how it can  help 

you it is truly a labor of love.  I am honored to be the one who tries to read my portion of the scriptures so that the  au-

dience can clearly understand each phrase...stopping a bit at each comma and trying to look up and emphasize im-

portant sections.  There is a web site on your computer so that difficult names and unfamiliar geography can be pro-

nounced correctly.  I encourage you to "go for it." Marty Vega is looking for YOU!!!! 

Altar Guild 

Other Lay Ministries 
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Ushers 

Ushering is a pleasant task and an opportunity to greet all you know and perhaps a visiting guest. The ushers assist 

with the collection and the Eucharist.  There will be an experienced usher to assist you the first time.  A smile and a 

hearty handshake go a  long way in welcoming people to our beautiful house of worship.  

 

Eucharistic Visiting  

 

We have a fine team of Eucharistic Visitors who take Communion to those unable to attend our church services due to 

long or short term disability. Currently we have members from King Salmon to Bayside receiving visits. At the end of 

each service Eucharistic Visitors are sent out with the support of prayers by the congregation. That prayer reminds the 

congregation, the visitors, and those visited that we are all part of one body, enriched by whole. 

 

Potential Eucharistic Visitors are seen by the Parish Commission on Ministry, go through a period of training, and 

receive background checks as required by the diocese. If you feel Eucharistic Visiting is something you might wish to 

pursue, please see Mother  Susan. 

 

If you would like the Eucharist brought to you in the hospital or your home, or you know someone who might, please 

contact Elizabeth Harper-Lawson or the church office. 

 Elizabeth Harper-Lawson 

 

A regular Eucharistic Minister (we called them Chalice Bearers back in the 1980’s) once said to me, “When I ap-

proach someone with the Chalice, I feel like I’m giving them the greatest gift in the world, and I want to say “LOOK 

what I have for you!” That’s pretty much how I feel while Eucharistic Visiting. The people to whom I am privileged 

to take the consecrated bread and wine from our Sunday worship have a variety of needs and gifts. Some may only 

know what’s happening for a brief moment. Others look forward to the visit and prepare with great care. Some are 

members of the Episcopal Church. Some are friends or roommates of Episcopalians or people we’ve met who are 

hungry for the sacrament. As the prayer at the end of the brief service we are able to offer says, they “enrich our par-

ish family by . . . sharing with us the food of our pilgrimage.” Each Sunday, the congregation stands and joins in the 

prayer that sends out the Eucharistic Visitors; underscoring the reality of the wider family of brothers and sisters in 

Christ to which we all belong. Although there are days when I’d really rather just go straight home, by the time I have 

shared Communion with just one person, gratitude is flowing in me for the privilege of sharing the greatest gift in the 

world. 

 Sister Diana Doncaster 

 

Anointing  

The ancient practice of anointing someone with oil while praying for them is being offered most Sundays and, once a 

month, at the worship that precedes the ECW meeting. During Sunday worship, at both services, Sister Diana, Sister 

Alice, and/or Mother Lesley stand at the font during the reception of Communion, offering to anoint and pray with 

any who wish to join in this richly symbolic intercession. While anointing is normally and traditionally for those who 

Other Lay Ministries (continued) 
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need prayers for themselves, it is not unusual for people to seek prayers on behalf of others for whom they are con-

cerned. Occasionally the request is for prayers of thanksgiving; a request to which we respond with joy. The use of 

blessed olive oil, to which a gentle fragrance has been added, brings millennia-old tradition and the senses of touch 

and smell to the prayer.  

The monthly ECW service is now preceded by a service of Eucharist and anointing/healing prayers. All are welcome. 

It is not necessary to be a member of the ECW. All are welcome. Watch the calendar for dates. 

 Sister Diana Doncaster 

 

Hospitality  
 

For no particular reason, the Hospitality Committee is a committee of one, me. 

 

I have tried to write welcome letters to those who sign the guest book and leave an address.  For a while I wrote only 

to local people, but then decided anyone who left an address might be visiting in the future so they deserved a note 

too.  I did prevail upon the ushers to encourage newcomers to take a welcome basket and sign our guest book.  (I have 

too often welcomed members of the Congregation who usually come to the 8:00 service or just haven't come regular-

ly).   

 

Shortly after I became a member of the Parish, Diane Emerson asked me to help her with the welcome baskets, then I 

did it alone and still am.  I get the chocolates from Venlo's.  It is easy to put the baskets together as they contain the 

folder about the Church, two Chronicles (last and current month), a Church business card and the candy bar.  Church 

stickers have to be put on the baskets and candy bars and that's the most time consuming thing to do. 

 

Should a new member of the Vestry want to take over what I've been doing, it would be fine with me, or I will contin-

ue as I have been for the past four or so years. 

 Irene Hannaford 

 

Prayer Circle 

 

Prayer "Is the root, the fountain, the mother of a thousand blessings."  St. John Chrysostom 

 

The Prayer Circle is an opportunity to request prayer for yourself or others. It also provides a chance to pray for oth-

ers. Prayer requests can be sent by email or by phone to Elizabeth Harper-Lawson or the church office. There is also a 

book where one can write requests. It is located on the shelf under the icon of Jesus in the sanctuary. 

 

To receive emails in order to participate in praying, please contact Elizabeth or the church office.  

 

Confidentiality is respected; not everyone wishes to be on a prayer list. So we always ask permission of the person 

first. 

 

Recent prayers include requests for healing, thanksgiving for passing exams and Christians enduring persecution. 

 Elizabeth Harper-Lawson 
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Other Lay Ministries (continued) 
 

Small Ministries 

The small ministries, but so important in our religious community. Sometimes I feel like washing the dishes is my 

most important ministry. I know how to operate the washing machine! Really an unsung ministry, but praise should 

be heaped on Peg Gardner for her long committed ministry in the kitchen. Besides all the other things she does, she is 

the go-to person for the kitchen — thank you so much.  

    Coffee hour becomes longer for the food and drinks available. More people stay and many stay longer when food is 

available. This introduces new people to our community plus pulls our church members closer together. Thanks ladies 

for keeping that special ministry going and the wonderful food too. 

 Beth Powell 

 

Reflections on helping out with the church 

 When I was first asked to bake bread for communion services, I wondered how I would pull this one off since 

I had never baked a loaf of bread in my life.  My idea of baking was a box of Betty Crocker mix and canned frosting.  

I knew that I had bread hooks for my mixer and I had never used them.  So, I gave this 1st century bread recipe a try.  

There were a few trial and error attempts but I figured if a woman from the 1st century AD could do this with the rus-

tic equipment they had available, then so could I.  And the rest is history.  This has now turned into a regular part of 

my life.  I also do lessons and other readings at various services, including Christmas Eve at 11:00pm.  I found sever-

al on-line audio sites for help with the pronunciation of the people and place names of the Old Testament.  This has 

become an adventure for me now.  It has also helped with my knowledge of biblical stories.  I also help with the fold-

ing of the service bulletins as needed.  This is a fun way to get to know people in the church.  People drop into the 

office while I am there and it is fun to visit.  My other duties include counting and depositing the offerings at services.  

We always wonder what to do with all the coin that comes in the little boxes and do find this a very amusing task.  I 

recently discovered that you can take coin to Safeway in Eureka and they have a counting machine.  They do charge a 

small fee but it is very handy when you have about 6 pounds of coin.  Making light of all the tasks is something I do 

best.  I would encourage everyone to volunteer to assist in some way that best suits him or her.  It is very rewarding.   

 Gail Freeman 

 

Transport 

 

Many in our congregation do not have a way to get to our church services, concerts etc. A good number of these peo-

ple are being transported to our services by members with vehicles. However, at the moment we are not able to pro-

vide a ride each week to those who would like to be physically present in our community. For example, our Timber 

Ridge folk currently lack transport on two Sundays per month. While City Cab does run on Sundays, Dial-A-Ride 

does not.  Perhaps you would like to volunteer to give someone a ride on a regular or occasional basis. Also, you may 

have some other ideas about how transport could be accomplished. Should you like to participate in this ministry, 

please contact Elizabeth Harper-Lawson. 
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When Mother Susan talked about the Bible Challenge last January I went to the first meeting with scepticism.  I took 

the schedule home and thought to myself, "I wonder how long this will last."  I have a bookshelf of half read books 

that I have lost interest in.  Some of the stories like Esther and Judith are exciting.  The Sunday morning meetings 

were helpful because we could share ideas with other thoughtful people.  When I got particularly discouraged, I 

would talk to Barry about how repetitious the Bible is.  I wondered how many times Jerusalem could be destroyed for 

their sinful ways.  Anyway I did finish the Bible Challenge and look forward to our next discussion topic. 

  Helen Hui 

 

We continue with our scheduled Sundays: first and third, Taizé at 5 pm; second, Holy Eucharist with Father  

Doug Thompson; fourth, Morning Prayer with Michael Burleson and Janine Volkmar alternating leading and 

preaching; fifth, Morning Prayer with Duke Albright leading and preaching. 

The last Sunday of each month we attend  the Trinidad Lions Club pancake breakfast as a group. This cements 

our partnership with the Club, as we donate our collection plates from Easter and Christmas to their local 

Trinidad area Food Pantry, and other  money as well. They know they can come to us with special needs. 

Other fellowship activities include a monthly potluck dinner  (and short meeting) honoring those whose 

birthdays are during that month. There are some good cooks at Sts. M & M. 

 

In May, Mother Susan gave the prayer at the annual ceremony  at the Trinidad Memorial Lighthouse. The event 

is sponsored by the Trinidad Civic Club and several of our members are Civic Club members.  Janine Volkmar 

did the honors of reading all the names of those lost at sea and those buried at sea aloud during the ceremony.  

This was her first year, since the woman who had read the names for years was not well. Mother Susan was 

invited to give the prayer as she has done in the past and club members commented that she is the best cler-

gy member they've ever had at the ceremony. 

In June, M & M members gathered,  priced, sold, cleaned up and counted  the money for the annual rummage 

sale. The proceeds went towards school shoe and clothes shopping trips for children from the Multiple As-

sistance Center and the Rescue Mission who had attended the music and arts camp at Christ Church.  Lee Al-

bright facilitated the gift card delivery to parents and grandparents who, she reported, were touched, re-

lieved, and grateful. 

Summer saw visitors to M & M who were staying in the area.  In the fall, a group of women from Brookings, 

Oregon, came to our Taizé to see how our service went.  They spent an enjoyable time having dinner with us 

afterwards and sharing  news of their church's activities as well as asking questions about Taizé. 

Easter Sunday and Christmas Eve services with Father Doug are always well attended and appreciated. 

 

 

Saints Martha and Mary 
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The Episcopal Network for Stewardship met early in 2013 and adopted the theme, 

 “ Flourish in Faith, ”  exploring Stewardship as a response of faithfulness. Our annual Stewardship campaign was an 

opportunity for all of us to flourish in faith. God expects us to continue growing in faith.  

And  we did respond: 78 pledges were returned for a grand total of $197,550.00. The pledge card reads, “ With a 

grateful heart for God’s boundless blessing and as an expression of Christian stewardship, we make these commit-

ments.”  Thank you to everyone who completed a card. 

It is never too late for giving- it should be a careful, prayerful experience. This is our support for all the programs that 

nurture our parish family, the loving maintenance of our building and grounds, outreaching beyond ourselves, and our 

financial responsibilities to our loving and caring staff.  

The Book of Common Prayer teaches us that the Church shall carry out its mission through the ministry of ALL of its 

members. Giving back to God is thanks for what He has given us. 

Corinthians 5:7 “ We walk by faith, not by sight “. 

 

 Kathy Clague, Peg Gardner, Mary McNelis,  Helen Taylor 

 

Stewardship thoughts: 

 

So how does it happen that you are invited to the Stewardship Dinner and given the opportunity to support the many 

ministries of Christ Church by making a pledge to show your commitment?  Early last fall, Helen Taylor convened a 

small committee to make plans.  Kathy Clague served as our liaison with the Vestry.  Our talented Lyn Klay agreed to 

coordinate the menu again with chefs extraordinaire Fred and Jackie Moore and Denise Braafladt on her team.   

 

Many parishioners helped by preparing appetizers, side dishes and desserts.  Vestry members contributed a variety of 

dutch raffle items with the proceeds going toward the Scholarship Fund. 

 

The Stewardship committee worked with the office staff to compose the dinner invitations and letters, design the 

pledge cards, compile names and addresses and assemble mailings.  Then several weeks later Mother  Susan blessed 

the returned pledge cards. Pledges were entered in the software program, Church Windows, and new offering enve-

lopes were made available. From there Bob Hines, our busy treasurer took over, preparing the 2014 budget in consul-

tation with the Finance Committee and Vestry.  The Vestry then approved the budget, which is presented at the Annu-

al Meeting.     

 

 Peg Gardner 

 

Stewardship  — Flourish in Faith  
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Cinema Chat 
 

 

 

 

Cinema Chat is a monthly film viewing forum (occurring on the second Saturday of every month at 6:00 pm at 

The Chapel of Our Merciful Savior). The forum is open to the public and has popcorn and tasty refreshments. At 

each meeting, we watch a film and discuss it after the viewing. We average around 12-15 viewers each meeting. 

The discussions are far ranging—from cinematic merits and elements, to narrative structures and meaning, to is-

sues of philosophy and theology.  We watch a wide variety of films (both old and new) with a wide range of sub-

ject matter. So far, we have watched Tree of Life, Solaris, Stranger Than Fiction, Babette’s Feast, Lost in Trans-

lation, Anatomy of a Murder, and Moonrise Kingdom. We appreciate your support in this ongoing ministry. We 

hope this night continues to grow in 2014. Our website is www.cinemachatforum.wordpress.com (where films are 

announced and discussion articles are posted). Also, one can follow us on Twitter @Cinema_Chat. 

 Jeff Sellars 

http://www.cinemachatforum.wordpress.com/
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This year has been a challenge for our Church School staff. A few of our teachers have moved into more liturgical 

positions, leaving fewer people to teach.  As well, we are competing with sports and other school activities that our 

students are involved in.  As a result, our number of children attending each Sunday has gone way down.  We are 

looking at more creative ways to bring our attendance up.  Amanda Strevey has agreed to serve as coordinator for 

youth activities.  She has set up a facebook page https://www.facebook.com/EpiscopalYouthEureka and will work as 

well with Twitter.  We are excited to also have plans for 

Game and Movie nights in the near future. We would 

love to hear from you.  Volunteers for teaching and 

Nursery are always welcome! 

 

       

 Vickie Patton, Godly Play Teacher  

 

 

 

 

Church School 

Lectionary Studies 

Throughout much of the year, with rest periods during Lent and in Advent, when there were other evening services—

during Lent the Soup suppers with Holden Evening Prayer and during Advent the Soup and Salad suppers with Taizé 

services—a Lectionary Study group has met weekly on Thursdays at 4:00 pm in the chapel.  

Started by Nancy Streufert and later led by Anne Pierson, we lost both of them sequentially to a calling to ministry—

It is obvious that the Gospel is dangerous stuff!  Now we have  a remarkably consistent group who gather each week 

to share impressions of the next Sunday’s Gospel reading. 

We start with extracts from  commentaries on the Lectionary reading from points of view that reflect historical, theo-

logical, pastoral  and other approaches to the specific readings.  But, the great joy of the sessions lies in the contribu-

tions of those who come.  Daily life, family, the state, the community, relationships, in short every part of life comes 

into play and enriches  my perceptions of the weekly lessons. 

Over 2013, particularly during Pentecost, we followed Christ from Luke’s point of view, as He made his way to Jeru-

salem.  During Lent and Easter, we saw the teachings from John’s perspective, as we will again this year.  My sense 

is that there is no passage in John that fails to be surrounded with wonder and mystery.  To me, John exhibits un-

plumbable depths and our study sessions become electric with the nuances of the text.   

 

Every session ends with a short Compline service.  We invite you to join us. 

 

 Barry Ross 

https://www.facebook.com/EpiscopalYouthEureka
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Special Services 

Dancing Saints icon at St. Gregory’s Church, San Francisco  

 

 

Feast Day of St. Francis 

The Blessing of Zoo Animals was held on the Sunday afternoon closest to the Feast Day of St. Francis. Several pa-

rishioners vested and met at the Zoo entrance. Mother  Susan offered a prayer, and the group then walked around the 

zoo, blessing the various animals. 

The Blessing of the Animals in the Chapel was held at 4:00 pm, with a bit of music.  Each animal was blessed,  

given a memorial tag, and treats. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All Saints Day 

This is one of the seven major feasts of the Church. We marked it with a festive Eucharist, including incense. Parish-

ioners brought photos of their loved ones, and were encouraged to light candles in this memory. Laura Rose accom-

panied the sermon on the guitar with some Taizé songs. 
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Advent Taizé Services 

During the three Wednesdays in Advent we enjoyed a soup supper, including salads, bread, and desserts. We then 

walked silently to the Chapel, which was lit with candlelight. Pam and Paul Gossard and Jeanne Fish provided beauti-

ful Taizé songs and brief readings from scripture. 

 

Family Christmas Eve service 

This service was held at 4:00 on Christmas Eve. The nave was beautifully decorated, and we sang some wonderful 

carols. A bright red banner outside the front of the church was an effective way to call attention to the service time.  

 

 

Experiences of a Postulant 

To say the experience has been "interesting" would be an understatement!  I've gone from apprehension to celebra-

tion, to resistance, to acceptance, to joy, to stress, to joy, to appreciation — all during this past year.  Apprehension at 

going through the Discernment Weekend with the Diocesan Commission on Ministry, celebration when I was accept-

ed as a Postulant for Holy Orders to be a Deacon to resistance —"Is this what I really want?"  The resistance lasted 

about 3 months and then the answer came loud and clear — "Yes, this is what I want!".  With that inner commitment, 

I registered for and have completed my first semester at the School for Deacons in Berkeley (held on the Church Di-

vinity School of the Pacific campus (CDSP) every third weekend during the school year).  The stress came during Ad-

vent when I was expecting myself to be perfect in all my studies and papers yet able to participate in the trainings and 

events of the season.  As soon as I let go of perfection, the stress melted away.  An excellent lesson on how my atti-

tude can affect my experience.  

Travel to Berkeley has been greatly eased by sharing the trip with Pam Gossard and Mara Fagin (St. Francis), who are 

also postulants, plus sharing the driving with Pam and Pam's husband, Paul, when he is able.  In addition to their good 

company, I've become very fond of all the aspiring deacons and committed faculty at the School for Deacons.  Alt-

hough I have a study plan in place that includes just one year at the school (it is a three year program). I'm revisiting 

that decision.  In addition, as many of you are aware, I have been assigned to St. Alban's for my Field Education start-

ing this past September (2013) and continuing through Sunday, June 8th of 2014.  During this time, I'm learning the 

role of deacon in the liturgy under the able direction and mentoring of Mother Sara Potter and, so far, have preached 

twice on the Old Testament as part of my study plan.  In addition, I'll be taking on two projects on behalf of the 

church and community.  

Postulants  
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As I write this, I'm enjoying downtime from studying (classes resume January 25th).  Although I'll be serving at both 

services at St. Alban's this Sunday (1/19/14), I'll be thinking of all of you as you gather for the Annual Meeting at 

Christ Church. Consider this my way of saying Hi! 

 Anne Pierson 

 

On Being a Postulant 

 “The way is made by walking,” were the words Mother Susan gave me on a summer morning.  We sat at Ramone’s 

sipping ice tea and talking about a possible call to the diaconate.  One year later I found myself traipsing around the 

hills of Berkeley attending the School for Deacons.  I am humbled and grateful to be making this journey and have 

felt prayerfully supported and encouraged by the faith community at Christ Church.  

 

 After retiring from a thirty-year career in education I found myself called to be, among other things, a student!  So 

far at my new school I have attended classes in Old Testament, Church History, Listening and Caring Skills, Prayer 

Book Studies, and Liturgical Practicum.  Back in our home parishes students are encouraged to become Eucharistic 

Ministers and Eucharistic Visitors.  Thanks to the ministry committee, Mother  Susan, John Patton, and Anne 

Pierson this is happening for me. What a great privilege and blessing to serve in this way. 

 

There have been several calls in my life.  The first was a call to faith.  Growing up in a Christian family, I was bap-

tized at the age of ten.  After exploring different career paths, I felt called to be a teacher.  While attending college I 

married Paul, a wonderful faith-filled individual who had and continues to have the spiritual gift of discernment.  We 

both finished college and started our careers in education.  During a trip to Oxford, England, I started to hear the be-

ginnings of another call and to risk a new approach to worship.  Although it took many years to fully realize, this 

path led to the Episcopal Church.  Recently I have experienced another prompting that has put these calls of faith, 

teaching, and worship together with service to others.  

 

On September 8th after many hours of meetings, conversations, examinations, paper work, and most importantly 

prayer and reflection, I was requested to attend a discernment weekend.  The following Saturday I received a phone 

call from Bishop Beisner inviting me to become a postulant. 

 

A postulant is someone who has been recommended by the Commission on Ministry and accepted by Bishop Barry 

to begin a formal process leading to ordination.  Postulancy is a more purposeful time of learning and listening that 

can involve years of study, community work, and field education in another parish.  This amounts to a seemingly 

countless number of future steps.  Dear church family, thanks for walking with me. 

 

 Pam Gossard 
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Your Faith Your Life 

 

1. Get closer to God by reading, asking questions, and practicing faith. 

2. Learn how to use the Bible, Book of Common Prayer, and other resources. 

3. Make a mature profession of faith.  You may not remember when you were baptized, but 

you’ll remember confirmation. 

4. Spend time with other people asking some of the same questions about God that you are. 

5. Get insanely rich (with ideas). 

 6. You can become a chalice bearer! 

7. Sunday afternoons at church sound better than doing chores and homework. 

8. You can keep your cell phone turned on, because we use social media. 

9. You can keep the books we’ll give you! 

10. You’ll know more about your faith…and probably stump your family on the way home 

from church. 

Inspired by Faith Episcopal Church in Cameron Park, CA 

 

 

 

 

Epiphany also presents the opportunity to draw closer to God through the Sacrament of Confirmation. Preparation 

for this sacrament will be offered starting in February. For those of you who have previously been confirmed in the 

Episcopal Church, there is the opportunity to reaffirm your vows. For those who have been baptized in another church 

which is in communion with the Episcopal Church, there is the opportunity to be received. And for those who would 

simply like to be refreshed in your understanding of the Church, you are most welcome!  Ages 13 and up are 

encouraged to join us! Finally, those would like to support those journeying to Confirmation through your attendance 

at our classes, are most welcome. 

Classes will be held at church, beginning February 9. We will meet from 2:00-4:00 pm on Sundays every other week. 

 Topics:  church history, faith, navigating the church, worship, sacraments, and living out our confirmation 

    vows. 

 Schedule: Every two weeks, Feb. 9 – May 25. A dinner at the home of the Sisters of the Transfiguration will 

    be held on May 25.   

Ten Reasons to be Confirmed 
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Board of Trustees 

 Bishop Barry Beisner will confirm, receive, and reaffirm candidates at a service at St. Albans on June 7 

(Saturday, late afternoon). 

 Instructors:   Mother  Susan and Sr. Diana, Seminarian 

 Text:   Your Faith/Your Life, Jenifer Gamber. 

Please order through the church office.  

Sr. Diana and Mother Susan are enlarging the purpose to not only  prepare for 

confirmation/renewal, but to enrich our understanding  of our faith. This is an 

opportunity which occurs only once every  two years. Signup is in the Herit-

age Room. Sr. Diana and Mother  Susan promise you it will include some 

fun! 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I am currently the Semper Virens deanery member of the Board of Trustees for the 

Episcopal Diocese of Northern California.  The Board of Trustees is the governing  

board for this Diocese and is responsible for overseeing the health and growth of  

the congregations making up the Diocese of Northern California.  I am starting the  

second year of a three year commitment. The Board meets about six times during 

the year and a three day retreat at the beginning of the year (January 10 - 12, 2014). 

All of these meetings are at various locations throughout the Diocese.  In August of 2014, Christ Church will be host-

ing the Board of Trustees.  In addition I am a member of the Budget and Finance committee who are responsible for 

overseeing the financial health of the Diocese.  This committee meets via telephone for about two hours most months 

plus emergency meetings when needed.    

 

 Bob Hines 

 

 

Your Faith Your Life (continued) 
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Video Webcasts 

Buildings and other Improvements 

 

 

 

 

 

USTREAM Broadcasts, 2013 

 

In December, we concluded the second year of broadcasting our worship services, using an on-line streaming service 

provided by USTREAM.com. In addition to our weekly services, we also streamed the David Powell Concert, the in-

stallation of Mother Susan as our Priest-in-Charge, and our Christmas Eve service, among others. 

 

Our viewers are members who are unable to be in church, whether sick or out of town; friends and family of our mem-

bers who watch because we’ve talked about our special church; visitors to our website who find the link to our broad-

cast; and members who want to hear and contemplate the lessons and/or sermon again during the week. 

 

Our broadcasters are simply members who are comfortable with using a laptop and can commit to attending the 

10:30am service. We’d love to show you how easy it is, so please let the church office know if you’d like to be part 

of the streaming project. 

 

Thank you again for supporting this outreach ministry. Judging by the comments I’ve personally received, it’s a suc-

cessful ministry. See what you think, by logging onto http://www.ustream.tv/search?q=christ%20church%20eureka%

20ca and watch one of the recorded services. We welcome your thoughts and suggestions for improvement.  

 

 Marty Vega  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2013 has been a good year for the church.  We finished the renovation of the 15th Street apartment and have success-

fully rented it out.  We are now generating revenue from this project.  Again as in last year’s painting project , Sanford 

Pyron worked heroically on this remodeling.  The remodel would not have been completed without the extraordinary 

efforts and skills of Gwen Beshore, who spent many, many hours using her experience in wall finishing and painting. 

Numerous other parishioners gave time, money and materials to complete the job. 

 

We have upgraded our security to the campus and have completely rekeyed all the buildings.  For all of our efforts, we 

received good marks from both the Fire Department Inspector and our Liability Insurance Inspector.  The beauty of 

the church and the landscaping continue to bring positive compliments from everyone.   

 

For the 2014 year, we have several projects in the planning stages.  The ADA bathroom will be upgraded.  We also 

will install illuminated emergency exit signs.  Lastly, there is a drainage problem above the kitchen door.  When it 

rains, that area pours.  We have had it looked at by a contractor and hope to repair this problem before it really rains 

again.   

 

 Harry Freeman, Junior Warden 
.   

 

 

 

 

http://www.ustream.tv/search?q=christ%20church%20eureka%20ca
http://www.ustream.tv/search?q=christ%20church%20eureka%20ca
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Lectors, Intercessors, Eucharistic Ministers, Acolytes, Announcers, Ushers/Greeters, Eucharistic Visitors, 

Nursery and Sunday School, Coffee Hour, and Contribution Counters: wow, that’s a long list of ministries, 10 in all, 

to support our weekly worship. Consider how many people it takes to perform those ministries, twice on Sunday for 

some of them.  

 

Now, I want you to think about making a schedule for those people so that each ministry opening is filled at 

each and every weekly service opportunity. For the most part, each ministry has one person who has volunteered to 

contact individuals, and make schedules that take into account vacations, business trips, and personal preferences.  

 

Next, consider gathering each and every individual ministry schedule to combine into one Master Schedule. 

Then the final step before publishing is to make sure there are no conflicts or double scheduling of our individual 

ministers, and if there are, let the scheduler know.  

 

Our church office uses the Master Schedule to complete our weekly Worship Bulletin, and to make sure that 

Lectors, Intercessors, and sometimes Announcers receive the necessary lessons, prayers and announcements to study 

each week before the services.  

 

We make our schedules four times a year, and to help us serve you better, we have a request or three. Please 

consider becoming a minister in one of these ministries, whether you can serve once a year, 52 weeks a year, or some-

where in between. Next, when your scheduler contacts you, please respond as quickly as you can. Finally, if you’re 

scheduled to serve and can’t make it, please try to find your replacement and contact your scheduler AND the church 

office. Each of these ministries is important, we can’t do it without you. 

 

 Marty Vega 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Scheduling of Lay Ministers 

Marty Vega Lectors and Intercessors 

John Patton 
Acolytes and Eucharistic Minis-

ters 

Sanford Pyron Announcers 

Jannetje Vrieze Ushers and Greeters 

Elizabeth Harper-

Lawson 
Eucharistic Visitors 

Vickie Patton Nursery and Sunday School 

Belinda Zander Coffee Hour 

Bob Hines Contribution Counters 
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In 2013, speakers for the 9:15 Forum, which meets on the first and third Sundays, presented a wide range of topics. 

Talks and videos included the history of Christ Church Parish, “behind the scenes” with the Altar Guild, Midwives 

on Missions of Service in Sierra Leone, Repudiation of the Doctrine of Discovery, international efforts on feeding 

the poor, and an introduction to Taizé.   

The nature of a forum is to provide a place for lively discussion and thoughtful reflection and at each meeting, some 

fifteen to twenty-five parishioners took advantage of this opportunity.  In 2014, topics will include church music, the 

history of Lent, images of Jesus, and discussions of Mary, Mother of Jesus.    

 

 Renée Ross 

Sunday Forums 
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All women of Christ Church are considered members of ECW and are encouraged to gather together for fellowship, 

to serve within the church, and to reach out to others in the local, national, and international communities.  Since 

leadership is shared, there are no formal officers. 

 

The women meet on most second Wednesdays of the month for a potluck luncheon followed by a program.  Among 

the programs and presenters during 2013 were: Anne Van Zandt–Floral Arranging; Marty Van Zandt and Arlene 

Werner–European Vacation; Marilyn Tucker–Creating a Digital Book for Your Family and Book Swap; and Sandy 

Shultz–Healing the Children in Honduras. 

 

In November we added a morning Eucharist and Healing Service led by Mother  Susan and Sister Diana. The service 

begins at 11 a.m. in the Heritage Room, with the potluck and program following at about 11:45 a.m. in Lewis Hall.    

 

The ECW has taken the lead in supporting several outreach projects. The last Sunday of the month is Fresh Produce 

Sunday. Parishioners bring fresh fruits and vegetables for delivery to St. Vincent de Paul for the daily noon lunch 

program for the homeless and hungry. Our thanks to Renée  Ross for delivering the food.  Helen Person helps serve 

lunch each Friday to over 300 men, women and children.  

  

Church members are big supporters of Betty Chinn's ministries.  We bring hygiene items for the Shower Project and 

creamy peanut butter and jelly for sandwiches. Helen Person volunteers time each Thursday to make sandwiches for 

Betty to distribute. You'll find the donation basket on the Lewis Hall counter. Helen is the go-to person if you'd like 

information about how to help at St. Vincent's or for making sandwiches for Betty.  

 

We celebrated the opening of the Betty Kwan Chinn Day Center and are continuing to gather  items needed by the 

less fortunate in our community. In January we brought clean, gently used warm outer wear to help others keep warm 

during the cold, wet winter days. During Lent, we supported Pam Gossard's School for Deacons Sock Project, 

collecting over 260 pairs of socks.  For Christmas we collected new gloves and mittens, caps and hats, and scarves as 

gifts for men, women and children.   

 

Collection baskets on the Lewis Hall counter include one for the Food Bank.  There is an ongoing and growing need 

for donations of non-perishable boxed and canned nutritious food items.  Can-openers are needed, too. 

 

Last spring, Linda Balch served as our UTO coordinator.  All - men, women and children - are encouraged to add 

coins to the blue Mite boxes in gratitude for our blessings.  The funds are collected throughout The Episcopal Church 

and used to provide grants for outreach projects sponsored by Episcopal congregations. 

 

The Eureka Rescue Mission Auxiliary meets each month at a different local church.  Christ Church is scheduled for 

each May. Last year we sponsored a salad luncheon for about 60 auxiliary members and several Mission leaders.  

ECW (Episcopal Church Women) 
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Marvin Garbeh Davis, Jr.  

 

In alternating years we hold a pre-Christmas display and sale of crafts and jewelry made by single and widowed 

women in several East African countries.  African Team Ministries serves as the intermediate ministry between 

American and African  congregations.  All the funds support educational, health, agricultural and other needs.  Joan 

Stewart, Jill Stover and Amanda Strevey helped raise over $2,125.00. 

 

All women of Christ Church are welcome to attend our informal group. Visit with old friends and make new friends.  

We are open to suggestions for programs and projects. Check with Renée  Ross, Joan Stewart or Peg Gardner if you 

have questions. Watch for announcements in the Sunday service booklets and the newsletter.  Join us on the second 

Wednesday of the month. We look forward to seeing you. 

 

 

 

 

 

Christ Church is now and will be known in Liberia in West Africa for years to come!  With the financial help and 

prayers of many parishioners, we have rallied round Marvin Garbeh Davis, Jr.  For relative newcomers to Christ 

Church, a review.... 

  

Marvin, a 24-year old young man from Liberia spent 11 years in Ghana refugee camps during the Liberian civil war. 

He was raised by his grandmother, who met and worked with our late parishioner Lynn Bain, a local hospice nurse 

and a former  Peace Corps volunteer in Liberia in the 1970s.  In 2009 during a reunion in Liberia, Lynn and other 

PCVs reconnected with Marvin's grandmother.  As a result Lynn supported Marvin during his last three years of 

college in Liberia and then brought Marvin to Chapman University (Orange, CA) for graduate studies in August 

2012.   Marvin visited Christ Church several times.  Lynn was in the process of adopting him.  Their dreams for 

Marvin to complete his studies and return to Liberia to help rebuild his country took a devastating turn in 2013 on 

Easter Eve when Lynn died suddenly, just a few days before she was to sign a new will that included providing for 

him. 

  

The Christ Church family has truly rallied around Marvin. Several Peace Corps members and others have also 

assisted by raising funds to help pay his tuition, food and rent. With his student visa status, his employment 

opportunities are severely limited.  As an outstanding student, ranking #1 in his department's cadre of twenty five,  he 

was able to obtain a 50% scholarship. His major is international studies/sustainable development.  

As of this report, Marvin has just completed a research project studying non-governmental organizations in rural 

Uganda. One of his professors selected him as her graduate assistant as part of a completely-funded grant that 

included professors and students from several universities. Marvin is studying for his second-language exam and 

awaiting renewal of his student visa so that he can complete his final semester. 

 

Several parishioners have been part of the 'Team Marvin' leadership team.  Lynne Bean, Pam Gossard, Elizabeth 

Harper-Lawson, Mary McNelis, Peg Gardner, Sister Alice, Sister Diana, and Mother  Susan have worked hard to help 

Marvin accomplish his and Lynn Bain's dream. We appreciate your support and prayers.  

  

Clay McGlaughlin, Times-Standard reporter, has written a couple of articles about Marvin and Lynn. (Internet search: 

times-standard eureka marvin garbeh davis)  Several of the Team Marvin members have met with Clay.  During the 

past year Marvin and Clay have been collaborating on a book about Marvin's life, and they have almost finished it. 

ECW (Episcopal Church Women) continued 
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ECW Quilters 

   

 

 

2013 was a tumultuous year for this young man.  He lost his 'Mum,' with whom he had built such a very strong person-

al relationship and also Lynn's support for continuing his education.  He became a new father in August. Baby Lyndon 

and Marvin's wife Nyanda are in Liberia where Nyanda is employed to supporting herself and the baby until Marvin 

completes his master's degree. For awhile Marvin was afraid that he would not be able to love again. "My heart has 

been troubled, heavy this year.  But this year I look back upon last year and all I can do is Thank God for everything he 

has brought upon my life. I am glad I came out of this experience as a stronger person and not only appreciate all the 

happy moments but the sad ones as well." 

 

Thank you, Christ Church for the opportunity to reach out to Marvin and honor Lynn. 

 

 Peg Gardner 

 

 

 

 

 

Good news from the small  group of Christ Church women who gather together the first Wednesday 

morning of each month (summers off) for fellowship, conversation and working on PRAYER 

QUILTS.  These quilts are developed by us, cut, sewn and labeled: oft times blessed by Mother  Susan 

and given to our parishioners who are seriously ill, in the hospital or recovering at home.  Simple pat-

terns and directions are available for all new comers.  All equipment necessary is supplied.  SKILL is 

not an essential factor. From the thank you notes we receive the recipients are grateful, thankful and 

pleased that Christ Church  is praying for them and surprised by how useful a warm quilt can be dur-

ing the recovery process. Our members include those who bring their own needlework and join us for 

conversation and the enjoyment of one another's company. 

 

Most of our fabric is given to us  and we buy only the warm fleece  used as the backing.  Our current 

monetary balance is under $25.00.   We try to collect $1.00 per meeting from each attendee which ena-

bles us to buy the fleece: always  during  

a Sale at JoAnn's.  If we  have a surplus  

we give some  to the Pink Ladies at St.  

Joseph's Hospital who will cover the cost  

of our fleece. This year we have given six 

quilts to our own parishioners. 

 

We welcome new members, monetary 

gifts and your prayers.   

 

 Joan Stewart 
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Children’s Music & Arts Ministries  

Christ Church Children’s Music & Arts Ministries Mission Statement 

To the Glory of God, the mission of the Children’s Music and Arts Ministries at Christ Church is to share the gifts 

of music and the arts with children in our community through teaching and experience in a safe, loving environ-

ment as we 

encourage outreach to underserved children 

awaken and nurture the creative Spirit we all possess 

build relationships with the families 

serve those in our community with our time, talent, and treasure 

encourage discipleship in Christ in our congregation. 

 

Children’s Concert, May 22, 2013 presented by Christoph Bull, Organist 

 

On May 22, the nave was filled with 120 children (third through eighth grade students) from three local schools, for a 

special organ concert by Christoph Bull.  They listened in rapt attention as he played music from Bach to Billy Joel, 

along with several of his own compositions.  Throughout the concert, Dr. Bull spoke to the children, explained the 

features of the organ, and discussed the music he played.  The children had the opportunity to ask questions and talk 

with him at the end and it was delightfully apparent that they thoroughly enjoyed the concert and were eager to learn 

more.   

 

The event was funded with a grant from Episcopal Community Services, a small grant from the San Francisco Chap-

ter of the American Guild of Organists (AGO), the 2012 tithe from the concert series committee, and a donation from 

the local chapter of the AGO.  Nancy Streufert and Paul Gossard led the planning and organization of the day’s event, 

with help from several other volunteers. 

 

In the evening Dr. Bull performed his second concert of the day at Christ Church. This concert was a fund-raiser for 

the children’s Music and Arts Camp to be held from July 29 through August 9. Approximately $700.00 was raised to 

support this outreach of the church. 

 

Excerpted from the May 2013 Chronicle article 

 

Music and Arts Camp (4th annual) – July 28- August 8 

The Music and Arts Camp strives to provide a safe and nurturing environment in which to welcome underserved ele-

mentary school children and provide them with opportunities to experience and explore creative and skill-building 

experiences in music and art. 
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Another fun and successful summer music and arts camp was held with record attendance by children (1st through 6th 

grades).  (See the September 2013 Chronicle for an article detailing the camp events and all of the names of the many 

people involved.)  Peg Gardner assumed the administrative duties for the camp, with assistance from Merry Phillips, 

and Pam and Paul Gossard were inspiring program leaders and classroom shepherds.  The leadership team was grate-

ful for the strong organizational foundation already in place for the camp, thanks to Nancy Streufert’s efforts from 

previous years. 

 

The two week camp provided opportunities for the children to sing (with Nan Voss Herlihy), learn to play the key-

board (taught by Elizabeth Rau) and to make several art projects (led by Marita Musante).  The first Friday was set 

aside for special sessions with Marimba One and with Judy Phillips (harp).  Campers learned about the instruments 

and were able experience first-hand what it was like to play them.  One morning each week, campers spent time in the 

Nave, learning about the pipe organ and making their own music on the Kegg organ. 

 

Camp concluded with a concert by camp staff and volunteers for the children and a luncheon for the campers and their 

families.  Each child received a DVD of camp photos, taken by camp photographer Amanda Strevey.   

 

Funding for the camp came from several sources, including Episcopal Community Services, proceeds from the   

Christoph Bull concert, and several individual donors.  In addition, many people donated their time as volunteers 

helping with the camp, the luncheon, and providing food for snacks.   

 

The camp song for this year was “We’re Good Together,” and to continue the sentiment of the song, Pam Gossard 

offered a ‘camp challenge’:  to pray for the all of the children regularly throughout the year in order to not “let them 

go” and to prepare our hearts for the next steps we will take together.  

 Merry Phillips 

 

Thanksgiving Mini-Camp 

On Wednesday afternoon, November 27, an enthusiastic group of kindergarten through sixth grade children gathered 

at Christ Church for songs, art, and cookie decorating.  Many of the children had participated in the summer Music 

and Arts Camp at Christ Church.   

Following the activities, families joined us for a pizza supper.  The event concluded with the children singing for the 

Thanksgiving Eve service in the Chapel. 

 Pam Gossard   
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Pictures from 2013 Music and Arts 

Camp and Thanksgiving Mini Camp 
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Camp Living Waters 
 Hello to our Nor Cal Episcopalian family!  

Camp Living Waters is a weeklong overnight camp that takes place once a year in sunny Redwood Valley off 

Highway 299, west of Willow Creek.  We have been blessed to spend all our 19 years as a camp on Cookson Ranch, a 

beautiful rural family-owned site filled with the Spirit of Christian youth camps going back to the 1940s. Each day 

begins with worship and ends with campfire and tent prayers, rounded out by crafts, outdoor games, Bible discussion 

and swimming. The planning of camp is rooted in a theme from which we choose our daily readings and which guides 

our discussions. This past year our theme was “Texts from God”, allowing us to explore the concept of Holy Scrip-

ture, the ways in which we communi-

cate with God and the ways God might 

communicate with us in the context of 

our busy modern world. I enjoyed one 

metaphor in particular produced in one  

brainstorming session: when it comes 

to God sending “texts” however God 

may do so—we, the body of Christ, are 

the wireless network that supports, 

moves and delivers them.  

This past year we had 30 campers, 7 

counselors, 4 young adult staff, 16  

volunteer core staff members and 3 

visiting clergy. We have been working hard to rebuild our momentum after a shift in core staff around seven years 

ago and it is paying off; we are finding ourselves building a group of young adult staff (late teens to early twenties) 

who provide additional help to each other, become role models to our teenagers and offer a unique energy. Our young 

adults are assigned different roles throughout camp each day that allow them to try their hands at various leadership 

and service roles and give them training should they choose to return as full-fledged staff. 

Financially speaking, the donations we received in addition to help from the Diocese, allowed us to give 16  partial or 

full scholarships to underprivileged children who would not otherwise be able to attend.  We have discovered that a 

growing proportion of our kids do not have regular church exposure and thus we have been focusing more specifically 

on the foundational stories and concepts 

of our faith, with ample  opportunity to 

discuss more in-depth  topics. Thanks to 

donations, we have been able to give out 

The Message translation of the Bible to 

all our campers and counselors with 

which they become familiar throughout 

the week.  

  

 



 35 

On behalf of Camp Living Waters campers, counselors, staff and our neighborhood black bears (who occasionally 

enjoy our trash as well as our singing) thank you for your continued support of our little community!  

 Emily Armstrong Buck, Camp Director  
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Music 
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Choir 
This past year has been highly unusual for our choir, because they sang under the leadership of 3 different directors. 

We highly commend them for their consistent ability to give us beautiful choral music and hymn leadership under 

these changing conditions. 

 

For the first 6 months of the year the choir, despite being relatively small in numbers, produced some lovely 4-part 

textures in various classical "standards" such as the Stainer "God So Loved the World" and the Mozart "Ave Verum 

Corpus," under the direction of Betty Burton. They also offered some varied arrangements of hymns that had never 

been sung by the congregation, and they performed a number of Offertory anthems that had been done in previous 

years but by now had reached a more polished level. Psalms were done without accompaniment, to more aptly sug-

gest natural human speech. Almost the entire choir participated in the Rhody Concert performance of the John Rutter 

MAGNIFICAT, augmented by other area singers and superbly conducted by Betty. 

 

From September up until Christmas Eve, Doug Moorehead conducted the choir and threw some comparatively diffi-

cult 4-part music at them, to which they responded with grace and fine competence. Examples were "Locus Iste" by 

Dohnanyi (perhaps the most difficult) and "Turn Back O Man" by Holst. The choir gained several new members and 

was able to achieve a nice balance among the four voice parts in an unaccompanied performance of "I Have Longed 

For Thy Saving Health" by Byrd and "Tantum Ergo" by Bruckner. One particular highlight was the unaccompanied 

performance of the Magnificat, done in four-part Anglican chant as substitute for the psalm on December 15th. 

 

On Christmas Eve, Merry Phillips became Music Director (probably the busiest time in the year to have a change of 

choir leadership), and she and our choir supported each other and produced a beautiful Christmas Eve service and 

also a Lessons and Carols service on December 29th. Despite almost no rehearsal time, Merry and the choir per-

formed numerous carols and special music that gave these services a special grace and aura of worship. Congratula-

tions to these musicians for giving us such music under these difficult conditions!   

 

The music program this past year has been blessed with parishioners who have contributed their talents as solo sing-

ers and/or instrumentalists. I'm sure I will leave out some folks if I try to list individuals, but I'll try anyway: 

    Carol Binder has sung some beautiful soprano solos with the choir this past Fall season. 

    Nancy Streufert has continued to bless us with her lovely flute playing. 

    Jeanne Fish has recently begun to give us some marvelous flute music also, once on a Sunday morning and per-

forming with the Gossards for the Wednesday evening soup-suppers. 

Paul Gossard gave a beautiful recital for us on guitar, and Pam and Paul have both blessed us with guitar and harp 

music for the Advent suppers with Jeanne Fish. 

    Laura Rose sang softly, accompanying herself on guitar during one of Mother Susan's sermons. 

    Lois Gossard has played piano on various occasions for us, very sensitively.  

    Steve Cole gave us a beautiful deep bass solo for the Lessons and Carols service on December 29th. 

    John Hammond has developed a nice solo voice in the baritone range and did the opening chant for the Lessons 

and Carols service.  

    Helen Hui has voluntarily played the organ for quite a few 8:00 am services, and her music sounds lovely.  Thank 

you, Helen!  

    Betty Burton has given us several very soulful and moving renditions of some Gospel songs. 

    Harry Wagner and Marty Van Zandt have both contributed their rich, bass-baritone solo voices from time to time. 
 



 38 What a marvelous listing of talent we have in our church! I apologize if I omitted anyone. We are truly blessed with all 

these talented musicians!  We thank all our volunteer singers, who give so many hours every week to support and lead 

our singing in worship services. We are very fortunate to have  these folks in our midst.  They are an 

inspiration!    

 Doug Moorehead 

 

 

Our Kegg pipe organ has performed admirably over this past year.  Charles Kegg put in a slight upgrade into the com-

puter system of the organ at no cost and also adjusted the "schwimmer" device in the swell chamber (also at no cost). 

The organ is under warranty for any unusual problems (other than routine tuning) that could arise, and this will contin-

ue to be the case for the next several years. There will be an improvement done this year (adding a solo-to-swell cou-

pler) that will give slightly more flexibility to the organist in registering a composition, and there will be no charge for 

that work.  

 

The organ is "spot-tuned" each year around the end of the summer, just to be sure that the reed ranks stay in tune with 

the rest of the organ (the reed pipes fluctuate with the temperature more than the flue pipes).  A complete tuning is not 

necessary and may not be necessary for many years. The organ sounds its best when the temperature of the nave is 65 

degrees.   

 

We have a fine instrument, and it remains in perfect shape! 

 

 Doug Moorehead 

 

 

 

It was a successful year for the Christ Church Concert Series (CCCS) and members of the concert series committee are 

grateful to Christ Church parishioners and members of community for all of the continuing help and support.  Commit-

tee members donated many hours of their ‘time, talent and treasure,’ planning, organizing, promoting, and overseeing 

CCCS concerts and events for 2013.  We appreciate very much the interest and support to the Concert Series! 

 

Committee members for 2013 are:  Steve Cole, Heidi Erickson, Nancy Frey, Elizabeth Harper-Lawson, Helen Hui, Lyn 

Klay (Treasurer and Vestry liaison), Doug Moorehead, Earl Morgan, Merry Phillips (co-chair), Jill Stover, Nancy 

Streufert (co-chair), and Judy Warren.   

Organ 

Christ Church Concert Series Committee  
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CCCS Committee Mission and Vision: 

To celebrate great music for the pipe organ and the human voice to the glory of God. (our ‘tag line’) 

To reach out to the community with our time, talent, and treasure. (from Christ Church Vision Statement) 

To glorify God through the enrichment of the culture of the surrounding community. (from Christ Church Vision 

Statement) 

2013 Concerts and Events:  The Series fifth season included the following concerts and events: 

January 9, 2013 – Carol Williams, Organist (International Concert Artist) 

April 27, 2013 – Rhododendron Festival Concert 

May 11, 2013 – Mother’s Day Tea Fundraiser  

August 2013 – “Sundays at 4” concert – Kantorei, directed by Betty Burton 

September 18, 2013 – Angela Kraft Cross, Organist (Regional Concert Artist) 

December 6, 2013 – Freshwater School Craft Fair (fundraiser). 

 

The June and July “Sundays at 4” concerts were cancelled due to health reasons.  The decision to not sponsor the 

popular Messiah Sing-Along in 2013 was made due to changes in staffing as well as concerns about cost.   

 

Planned Events for 2014: 

After extended discussions, the concert series committee decided to re-name the concert series to “Organ Concerts at 

Christ Church.”  The committee will focus its efforts on providing two organ concerts per year, inviting an interna-

tional artist and a regional artist.  Concerts will be held on Sunday afternoons at 3:00 pm. 

February 23 Clive Driskill-Smith, Organist 

September 21 Paul Tegels & Dana Robinson, Organists 

Financial Summary: 

Combined door proceeds (donations at the door) for the 2013 concerts totaled $3049 and brought in hundreds of mu-

sic lovers from the community into our church.  A grant of $750 from the San Francisco Chapter of the American 

Guild of Organists was received to help cover the expenses for the January concert.  In addition, the Committee’s 

fundraising efforts yielded ca. $1500 and $1525 was received in solicited donations for the Rhododendron Festival 

Concert. 
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2013 ACTUALS: ($) 

Income 6,661 

Expenses 9,050 

Excess Income over Costs (2,900) 

Tithe to Church (10% of est. door proceeds) 460 

End of Year Balance 7,126    

2014 BUDGET PLANNING: ($) 

Est. Income (Concerts, Events, Fundraising): 3,000 

Est. Expenses (Artist Fees, Publicity, etc.) 5,600 

Net Gain (Loss) (2,600) 

Est. Year End Balance 4,526 

 

 Merry Phillips 

 

CCCS Annual Report (cont.) 
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FINANCE 




