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Luke 12:49-56 
 
49“I came to bring fire to the earth, and how I wish it were already kindled! 50I have a baptism with 
which to be baptized, and what stress I am under until it is completed! 51Do you think that I have 
come to bring peace to the earth? No, I tell you, but rather division! 52From now on five in one 
household will be divided, three against two and two against three; 53they will be divided: father 
against son and son against father, mother against daughter and daughter against mother, mother-in-
law against her daughter-in-law and daughter-in-law against mother-in-law.” 
54He also said to the crowds, “When you see a cloud rising in the west, you immediately say, ‘It is 
going to rain’; and so it happens. 55And when you see the south wind blowing, you say, ‘There will be 
scorching heat’; and it happens. 56You hypocrites! You know how to interpret the appearance of earth 
and sky, but why do you not know how to interpret the present time?” 
 
Reflection 
On October 1 of each year, some Christians remember a saint most of us have never heard of, 
Remegius, (aka Remi) Bishop of Rheims in France. He is primarily remembered because of his 
success in persuading King Clovis of the Franks to renounce Arianism (the idea that Jesus Christ is 
subordinate to God rather than equal to God) in favor of Trinitarian Christianity and to be baptized. 
The baptism occurred on Christmas Day, 496. The book Holy Women, Holy Men reports that “When 
Clovis was baptized, together with 3,000 of his followers, Remi gave him the well-known charge, 
‘Worship what you have burned, and burn what you have worshipped’”(616). He wasn’t talking about 
burning people at the stake or burning books. He was talking about something much more 
fundamental. “Allow the fire of God to set you free from those things that keep you from God so that 
you can truly worship God”.  
 
Consider the early disciples and what we know of their personalities from the Gospel stories. They 
had the same issues we have. They wrestled with ego, with desire to have clear, absolute answers, 
with doubt, with a sense of inadequacy, with hunger for power and authority, with fear and panic. 
They worked hard, helped Jesus care for the poor, the sick, the hungry, the lonely, the rejected. They 
were ordinary people called by Jesus to burn what they had worshipped – safety, certainty, power, 
possessions – and worship God as found in those they were called to serve. After they betrayed 
Jesus by running away, they had to go through the fires of shame, regret, self-hatred in order to 
accept Jesus’ forgiveness and his commission to go out and share the good news of God’s life 
among us with the rest of the world. Even that sacred calf – family loyalty – could not be allowed to 
get in the way of living God’s love because to be joyously committed to living in the reign of God can 
threaten others’ comfort levels. Certainly Jesus knew what he was talking about as his own family – 
even his mother – had questioned his sanity and urged him to give it all up and return home. There’s 
a lot that has to be “burned” so we can be free to live God’s love. 
 
Jesus urges those willing to listen to consider the signs of the times. We all know what some of them 
are. Global warming. Homelessness. Wars. Terrorism. Wildfires. Famines. Floods. Crime and on and 
on. But what are the other signs – the signs that we might be missing of God’s presence in the world 
and in us? What do we need to “burn” in order to be free to see love happening? To see hope? To BE 
hope for someone else? If we see only the frightening signs of the times we begin to build and 
reinforce walls between ourselves and others and put our trust in those walls, in weapons, in hoarding 
our resources. If we look for the signs of God’s work and love and life even in the midst of the worst 
that can happen, if we read those signs to ourselves and others, then the fire of love, compassion, of 
self-giving that Jesus kindled will blaze into new life and hope. What fuel do we need to toss into 
those flames? 
 


