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Matthew 24:36-44 
36“But about that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only the 
Father. 37For as the days of Noah were, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. 38For as in those 
days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day 
Noah entered the ark, 39and they knew nothing until the flood came and swept them all away, so too 
will be the coming of the Son of Man. 40Then two will be in the field; one will be taken and one will be 
left. 41Two women will be grinding meal together; one will be taken and one will be left. 42Keep awake 
therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. 43But understand this: if the owner of 
the house had known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and 
would not have let his house be broken into. 44Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man 
is coming at an unexpected hour. 
 
Reflection 
What would it be like to look at this passage as a hope-filled promise? What if we considered it as a 
promise that is being fulfilled in our here and now? What if we became increasingly aware of those 
moments – those unexpected moments when Jesus is already showing up? 
 
We’ve seen enough catastrophes to know how random they can be. An earthquake shakes houses 
off their foundations and brings buildings crashing down while a few have only minor damage. A 
tornado flattens one side of a street and doesn’t touch the other. A small patch of ice sets off a multi-
car crash on an otherwise clear road. A routine physical reveals a suspicious lump. One misstep 
leads to a broken hip. The list goes on and on. So Jesus isn’t talking about something we haven’t 
seen before. Suffering, illness, destruction, death often seem entirely random.  
 
There is really no way fully to prepare ourselves for catastrophes. We can do common sense 
planning to have food, water, medicine and clothing in the event of a natural disaster. We can care for 
our health with sensible eating, exercise and regular checkups. We can drive intelligently and with 
caution, courtesy and awareness. But none of this brings guarantees of freedom from suffering and 
loss.  
 
“Keep awake, therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming.” That can sound like a 
threat. But what if we hear the promise that Christ is with us even in the midst of the worst 
catastrophe? What if we look for our Lord every moment of every day? In the midst of ordinary life – 
keep awake and see how Christ is present with us. In the midst of frustration or boredom or irritation, 
keep awake. When caught up in the fear of the worst that can happen or when it actually does 
happen – keep awake. How is Christ with us in the people who reach out in love? How is Christ with 
us in the unexpected serenity that engulfs us and lets us do what we need to do? How are we Christ 
with others in their crises and catastrophes and in their daily struggles? 
 
“Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour.” Yes, the 
time will come for each of us when Christ will come for us. Death is part of life – the pathway into 
eternal life. We don’t know how or when our lives will end. But we get ready for that transition – that 
ending and new beginning – by attentiveness to Christ in the daily joys and sorrows as well as in the 
midst of life-shaking changes and losses. Every day is an opportunity to practice awareness of Christ 
with us, regardless of the circumstances. Every day is an opportunity to enflesh Christ as we respond 
to others. Every day is an opportunity to be ready. Every day is a such a gift. 


