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Matthew 11:2-11 
2When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by his disciples 3and said to 
him, “Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for another?” 4Jesus answered them, “Go and 
tell John what you hear and see: 5the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, 
the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have good news brought to them. 6And blessed is 
anyone who takes no offense at me.” 
7As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John: “What did you go out into the 
wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by the wind? 8What then did you go out to see? Someone 
dressed in soft robes? Look, those who wear soft robes are in royal palaces. 9What then did you go 
out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. 10This is the one about whom it is 
written, ‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way before 
you.’11Truly I tell you, among those born of women no one has arisen greater than John the Baptist; 
yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he. 
 
Reflection 
“Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for another?” That hardly sounds like John the 
Baptist. This strong-minded man who challenged political, royal and religious powers without flinching, 
who recognized Jesus instantly as the Messiah, was now having doubts. He had been certain of his 
knowledge about exactly how the reign of God was going to appear on Earth and what sins were 
going to be vehemently punished. Now he had questions. Now, in prison, facing probable violent 
death, he sent his friends to ask this poignant question that showed he had the courage to wonder if 
he’d been wrong. 
 
What a gift it is to find even our deepest convictions challenged. It’s a difficult gift to receive at times. 
It can feel threatening – as though the solid ground we thought we built our lives on is suddenly 
shaking and falling away beneath us. Yet sometimes it is needed to set us free from prejudices, 
judgments, limited vision, inability to hear the whisper of the Spirit in our lives. Sometimes it’s needed 
to set us free to receive a much deeper understanding; a more open and vulnerable relationship with 
God. John did get some things wrong. Yes, he recognized Jesus as God’s Messiah – but his 
understanding of how the reign of heaven is to be manifest was severely limited – almost cartoonish. 
John, having seen too much evil, too much destruction in his life, wanted the Messiah to sweep away 
the evildoers. He wanted the greedy, the extortioners, the violent to be repaid in their own coin and 
good to triumph over evil with a vengeance. It’s a natural desire that most of us have felt at times in 
our lives. 
 
Instead of such vengeance, instead of leading heavenly armies to sweep all evildoers into the fiery pit, 
Jesus was healing the sick, restoring vision and hearing, teaching as much by example as by precept. 
He was showing that God’s judgment is compassion. His response to John was gentleness itself. It 
wasn’t “Believe or else.” It was, “Here’s what’s happening.” He simply cited the parts of the 
prophecies of Isaiah about the Messiah for John to ponder and added a curious comment. “Blessed is 
anyone who takes no offense at me.” 
 
When God does not act in the way we think God should act – when we don’t get our prayers 
answered in the way we want them to be – when our world is in a serious mess – it’s too easy to take 
offense. It’s too easy to demand that our preferences be fulfilled and to refuse to see that there might 
be a better way ahead. That was the choice John had to make. We don’t know what choice he made. 
What we do know is that we often have to make the same choice for ourselves – to trust that the God 
who does not often do things our way is revealing greater love and hope than we can ever imagine – 
even when it doesn’t seem so.  
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