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 After this the Lord appointed seventy others and sent them on ahead of him in pairs to every town 
and place where he himself intended to go. 2He said to them, “The harvest is plentiful, but the 
laborers are few; therefore ask the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest. 3Go on 
your way. See, I am sending you out like lambs into the midst of wolves. 4Carry no purse, no bag, no 
sandals; and greet no one on the road. 5Whatever house you enter, first say, ‘Peace to this 
house!’ 6And if anyone is there who shares in peace, your peace will rest on that person; but if not, it 
will return to you. 7Remain in the same house, eating and drinking whatever they provide, for the 
laborer deserves to be paid. Do not move about from house to house.8Whenever you enter a town 
and its people welcome you, eat what is set before you; 9cure the sick who are there, and say to 
them, ‘The kingdom of God has come near to you.’ 10But whenever you enter a town and they do not 
welcome you, go out into its streets and say, 11‘Even the dust of your town that clings to our feet, we 
wipe off in protest against you. Yet know this: the kingdom of God has come near.’   
 16“Whoever listens to you listens to me, and whoever rejects you rejects me, and whoever rejects 
me rejects the one who sent me.”  
 17The seventy returned with joy, saying, “Lord, in your name even the demons submit to us!” 18He 
said to them, “I watched Satan fall from heaven like a flash of lightning. 19See, I have given you 
authority to tread on snakes and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy; and nothing will hurt 
you. 20Nevertheless, do not rejoice at this, that the spirits submit to you, but rejoice that your names 
are written in heaven.” 
 
Reflection 
 In his classic novel The Shoes of the Fisherman, Morris West reflects on “the mystery of the 
primal creative act, when God called into existence the human soul, made in His own image, and 
presented it with the terrifying choice: to center itself upon itself, or to center itself upon Him, without 
Whom it could not subsist at all . . .” Although perhaps “life-giving” is a better word than “terrifying”, 
the choice remains. In this story, Jesus offers the same choice: to depend on God rather than on 
ourselves, our own resources and strengths. When he sent the 70 disciples out in pairs without 
purses, bags and sandals, he was offering the life that comes from choosing to trust God. This is not 
to say that we are called to hit the road, two by two, without a change of socks or even a GPS, but 
that we are invited to center our lives  and service on Christ – without whom we cannot subsist at all. 
 What are the purses, bags and sandals we are to leave behind? 
 Sending out disciples in pairs is one clue. We are to leave behind any thought that we can do 
things on our own. God created us to need God and each other, to work together, to allow those 
differences that cause us to bang up against each other to smooth our own rough edges and to push 
us to rely more and more on God. Those mutually rough edges give wonderful practice in seeking 
God in the most unlikely people and in living the kind of love and forgiveness to which Jesus calls us.  
 Jesus sent his disciples out without guarantees. He told them to serve as opportunities arose and 
to let others make their own decisions. Going empty-handed must have made them feel incredibly 
vulnerable. They had to discover that their true resources were in their trust in God, in their 
companionship on the road and in trusting that God is already at work in the people they would meet. 
They could not take responsibility for how others reacted. They had to entrust even those who 
rejected their message to God’s mercy, justice and timing.  
 The disciples came back overjoyed at what they had experienced – at the authority of God 
working through them. But that, too, was not the point. Such achievement was to be enjoyed with 
thanksgiving in the moment, but then also had to be laid aside along with purses, bags and sandals. 
 How incredibly freeing this story is. We don’t have to be weighed down by the need to succeed, by 
wanting to get everything right. All we need to do is offer what we have and who we are – generously, 
openly, without condition – and leave the rest in God’s hands.    
 


