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27Some Sadducees, those who say there is no resurrection, came to him28and asked him a question, 
“Teacher, Moses wrote for us that if a man’s brother dies, leaving a wife but no children, the man 
shall marry the widow and raise up children for his brother. 29Now there were seven brothers; the first 
married, and died childless; 30then the second 31and the third married her, and so in the same way all 
seven died childless.32Finally the woman also died. 33In the resurrection, therefore, whose wife will 
the woman be? For the seven had married her.” 34Jesus said to them, “Those who belong to this age 
marry and are given in marriage;35but those who are considered worthy of a place in that age and in 
the resurrection from the dead neither marry nor are given in marriage.36Indeed they cannot die 
anymore, because they are like angels and are children of God, being children of the 
resurrection. 37And the fact that the dead are raised Moses himself showed, in the story about the 
bush, where he speaks of the Lord as the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of 
Jacob. 38Now he is God not of the dead, but of the living; for to him all of them are alive.” 
 
Reflection 
What a gentle story this is as it reminds us of our need to “chill out” and not worry about things we 
can’t yet comprehend. 

 
Jesus was remarkably patient with the Sadducees. Pretending to begin a real discussion on what 
scripture teaches about life after death, they used such an absurd example that it’s clear they were 
both setting a trap and ridiculing the other party – the Pharisees – who did believe that the dead are 
raised. Jesus didn’t fall into the folly of the question they posed. Ignoring absurdity, Jesus pointed out 
the flaw in their faux “reasoning”, which assumed that in any resurrection from the dead, all the 
inequalities and privileges of this life would carry over. Men would continue to own women and 
children. Sadducees would continue to live their privileged, wealthy, upper crust lives. No, says Jesus. 
It is a different way of being; not one that “gives” one person into the ownership and control of another. 
It will not be a “place” where only a small minority is wealthy, comfortable and in charge. Yet Jesus 
doesn’t give vivid pictures of what it will be like. He can’t because we can’t comprehend. Jesus is 
limited to saying that those who are raised are “like the angels” and are “children of God”. What that 
looks like he leaves to our imagination or, better, to our willingness to trust those we love who have 
died to God and to trust ourselves to God as well. All that Jesus tells us about those who have died is 
that they are alive – to God, all of them are alive. 

 
There are a number of books out by people who died and returned to life. There are some 
consistencies, but more remarkable are the differences. Each person’s experience is unique. Some 
reflect strongly the religious background of the person. Most who write of their experience say they 
have lost their fear of death and that they have changed dramatically in what they believe is important. 
Most speak of being immersed in love, acceptance, compassion, forgiveness – but acknowledge that 
no words can capture the reality of what they experienced. They simply knew Life. 

 
Ultimately we have no proof – no definite knowledge about what happens after death. As Paul 
reminds us, we’re talking about ‘What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, nor the human heart 
conceived, what God has prepared for those who love him’ (I Cor 9). Jesus’ refusal to fall into fruitless 
argument, his refusal to paint a specific picture, should remind us that we don’t have the capacity yet 
even to begin to comprehend the Reality that is beyond life as we know it. We can Google “Heaven”, 
go to the Images tab and indulge in all kinds of clouds, sunbeams and (it’s enough to make a saint 
shudder) baby “cherubs” and fantasy female “angels” bursting out of low cut gowns – we can 
continue in Sadducean folly. Or we can pray for God’s continued patience with us – and continue to 
trust without knowing; choosing to believe that, to God, all are alive. 
 


