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Luke 21:5-19 
5When some were speaking about the temple, how it was adorned with beautiful stones and gifts 
dedicated to God, he said, 6“As for these things that you see, the days will come when not one stone 
will be left upon another; all will be thrown down.” 7They asked him, “Teacher, when will this be, and 
what will be the sign that this is about to take place?” 8And he said, “Beware that you are not led 
astray; for many will come in my name and say, ‘I am he!’ and, ‘The time is near!’ Do not go after 
them.9“When you hear of wars and insurrections, do not be terrified; for these things must take place 
first, but the end will not follow immediately.”10Then he said to them, “Nation will rise against nation, 
and kingdom against kingdom; 11there will be great earthquakes, and in various places famines and 
plagues; and there will be dreadful portents and great signs from heaven. 12“But before all this occurs, 
they will arrest you and persecute you; they will hand you over to synagogues and prisons, and you 
will be brought before kings and governors because of my name.13This will give you an opportunity to 
testify. 14So make up your minds not to prepare your defense in advance; 15for I will give you words 
and a wisdom that none of your opponents will be able to withstand or contradict. 16You will be 
betrayed even by parents and brothers, by relatives and friends; and they will put some of you to 
death. 17You will be hated by all because of my name. 18But not a hair of your head will perish. 19By 
your endurance you will gain your souls. 
 
Reflection 
What would you feel if you were showing someone around the church building that means everything 
to you – where you have worshipped, grown in your faith, served – and the person said, with an 
authority you couldn’t help but believe, that it was all going to crash down to rubble? Imagine that – 
then multiply that feeling exponentially and you might get closer to the shock of Jesus’ words. The 
Temple – decades in the building – was the center of Jewish hope, faith and life. It was a magnificent 
structure and, according to their most treasured convictions, the dwelling place of God on Earth.  
 
Yet the Temple was torn down – stone from stone – and became a place of devastation. On the place 
where the Temple stood, a building sacred to another religion was ultimately constructed and stands 
today. That which was the center of the Jewish faith is no more and the people through whom God 
chose to be Light to the nations were devastated, dispersed. They had to learn how to be God’s 
people without the Temple. Yet God’s loving grace never abandoned them, even when all seemed 
hopeless, even when it seemed that they were hated by all for who they were. What they could not 
comprehend – as we cannot take in when we face our own catastrophes – is that it was not the end. 
Their irreparable loss was also the source of new hope, new wisdom. The great Temple had also 
been too small to contain God’s love. That love broke out in ways no one but God alone could 
foresee. 
 
Enough of history. What if, reading this powerful prophecy, we look into our own selves, into our own 
inner temples? What great monuments, convictions, certainties found there seem absolute and 
eternal? What fears about being of no value have built idolatrous temples? What faith convictions that 
we hold as a treasure are becoming too small to contain God? What beliefs about ourselves, what 
illusions must give way to the temple of the Holy Spirit that supercedes any that we could build 
ourselves (I Cor 6:19)? What self-protective walls of division between us and others need to come 
crashing down – regardless of the cost? What images of God do we hold that are too limited and 
limiting and keep us from being God’s Light to others? 
 
Jesus warns us that there will be times when all we hold dear is threatened – when we will have to 
realize what is truly important and what is ultimately irrelevant. He urges us not to fear those times but 
to continue to live together in such a way that, even in the midst of chaos, God’s love shines through 
us to those who most need hope. 


