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Luke 17:11-19 
11On the way to Jerusalem Jesus was going through the region between Samaria and Galilee. 12As 
he entered a village, ten lepers approached him. Keeping their distance, 13they called out, saying, 
“Jesus, Master, have mercy on us!” 14When he saw them, he said to them, “Go and show yourselves 
to the priests.” And as they went, they were made clean. 15Then one of them, when he saw that he 
was healed, turned back, praising God with a loud voice. 16He prostrated himself at Jesus’ feet and 
thanked him. And he was a Samaritan. 17Then Jesus asked, “Were not ten made clean? But the other 
nine, where are they? 18Was none of them found to return and give praise to God except this 
foreigner?” 19Then he said to him, “Get up and go on your way; your faith has made you well.” 
 
Reflection 
One of the commentaries on this story suggested that Jesus was smiling and laughing throughout. 
That takes some getting used to, but let’s play with it a bit. Perhaps he experienced sheer delight in 
the fact that these people with leprosy – whose illness condemned them to a living death, far from 
anyone they loved – still had what it took to risk coming just close enough to plead for his help. 
Perhaps his deep compassion for any human suffering overflowed with joy that he could restore 
them. Perhaps his heart was with them as they began to discover that their hideous sores were gone, 
that numbed fingers and toes could feel again, that, in a very real way, they were being resurrected 
from death. Oh yes, smiling and laughing begins to make sense. 
 
Let’s play some more. It is easy to read the rest of the story as kudos for the one who returned and 
condemnation of the nine who did not. For a moment, though, let’s go with those who did not as they 
became aware of their healing and started going faster and faster to do exactly what Jesus told them 
to do – go and show themselves to the priests so that their healing could be officially recognized, they 
could be proclaimed clean and permitted to return to their lives and families. The wonder, hope, joy 
they felt must have been woven through with thanksgiving and praise. Can you imagine Jesus with 
them in spirit, laughing in kindred delight all the way? 
 
Oh yes, but what an opportunity for teaching the tenth person gave to Jesus when he turned back to 
give thanks. He couldn’t have gone to show himself to the Jewish priests. They would not have 
accepted him – a Samaritan – one of those neighbors whom official Judaism had despised and 
rejected for centuries. Imagine Jesus’ delight in being able to point out that “those others” have 
something to teach “us”, in driving home the point that God’s love and healing is not limited only to 
“us”. The former leper, the Samaritan, had returned to give thanks to God in the person of a Jew 
surrounded by Jews and barriers came down. Can you hear the angels and archangels, the stars and 
ocean waves shouting for joy at this wonderful moment of grace? This was healing more miraculous 
than healing from leprosy! 
 
More and more the idea of Jesus smiling and laughing fits this story. Jesus was all about breaking 
down barriers. His very presence among us is an ongoing invitation to break down the barriers we 
construct between ourselves and God. He broke barriers between men and women, between the 
healthy and the sick, between the rich and the poor, between long-time enemies. Do you remember 
the joyous celebrations when the Berlin wall was brought crashing down? The Samaritan whom 
Jesus had healed returned giving thanks. That return, that thanksgiving, that huge risk the former 
leper took to go again among Jews to get to Jesus healed and set him free of far more than mere 
physical illness. He became someone else not bound by barriers of human construction, someone 
else who can tear down walls. 
 
What do you think? Can you hear Jesus laughing; see him smiling?  


