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Luke 18:1-8 
18Then Jesus told them a parable about their need to pray always and not to lose heart. 2He said, “In 
a certain city there was a judge who neither feared God nor had respect for people. 3In that city there 
was a widow who kept coming to him and saying, ‘Grant me justice against my opponent.’ 4For a 
while he refused; but later he said to himself, ‘Though I have no fear of God and no respect for 
anyone, 5yet because this widow keeps bothering me, I will grant her justice, so that she may not 
wear me out by continually coming.’” 6And the Lord said, “Listen to what the unjust judge says. 7And 
will not God grant justice to his chosen ones who cry to him day and night? Will he delay long in 
helping them? 8I tell you, he will quickly grant justice to them. And yet, when the Son of Man comes, 
will he find faith on earth?” 
 
Reflection 
“And yet, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on earth?” Jesus throws it right back on us. 
Yes, pray always. Yes, hang in there and do not lose heart. And yes, forget any idea that prayer is 
like a vending machine that tells you how many more coins to put in before you get your desired 
results. Faith is a lot more active than that. 
 
Anyone seriously involved in a 12-Step recovery program will testify to the same thing. At the end of 
each meeting, those attending stand in a circle for some traditional closing words which end with the 
mutual affirmation, “Keep coming back. It works if you work it”. “If you work it” is the key to the lifelong 
journey that is recovery – working it with the Higher Power’s help and with the support and 
encouragement of others who are on the same challenging journey. That is analogous to the widow’s 
action. She got up off her knees and confronted the powerful judge again and again with the realities 
of the injustice done to her. She kept at it, even when he ignored her until finally, justice was done 
because she wore him down. He was not converted to the rightness of her cause, but there was 
change for the better because she acted on her faith in God’s righteousness.  
 
Is that part of the active faith Jesus is seeking on earth? When there are so many decision makers 
who neither fear God nor respect people outside their own interest group, how are we to follow 
Christ? It would be wonderful if we could just show them that all people are interrelated and mutually 
responsible – that it matters that each choice we make has consequences for others and for this 
world. But like the unjust judge in Jesus’ story, sometimes the powerful are willing to make changes 
only because it has consequences for them. The widow’s tool was a combination of persistence and 
stepping out of the powerless role that society assigned to her. We also have the tools of persistence 
in prayer and stubborn action that creates consequences for those who perpetrate wrongs, injustice, 
destruction, oppression. Those consequences may include sheer annoyance, loss of profits, loss of 
votes and other non-violent pressures. Consider the power of the Montgomery, Alabama bus boycott 
of the mid 1950’s – a faithful, prayerful, sacrificial, unified movement carried on with holy 
stubbornness.  
 
When the Son of Man comes, will he find faith in us? Active, living, stubborn, prayerful faith?   


