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 ___ read us the story telling how the disciples of Jesus with other people from 
throughout the world are gathered in Jerusalem to celebrate the Jewish festival of 

Pentecost.  It is a holy time, and the people are ready to pray. But something even 
greater happens.  A great rush of wind bursts into the room and fiery tongues 
appear on the heads of the disciples and all of them are filled with the Holy Spirit.  

The commotion in the house where the disciples are gathered is so loud that it 
quickly draws the attention of the people outside.  

 Some scoff at what appears to be drunken disciples. Just then, Peter jumps 
up and says something to the effect of, “Hey, we’re not drunk. It’s only 9 o’clock in 

the morning. What has happened to us isn’t because we’re full of wine. It’s because 
we’re full of the Spirit! Peter continues, repeating the prophet Joel’s foretelling of 
the outpouring of the Spirit upon all flesh. Joel affirms that God says, “I will pour 

out my Spirit upon all flesh and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy and 
your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams.”  

 Then the followers of Jesus began to speak in other tongues. This reminds us 
of the Tower of Babel in the book of Genesis. According to this story, the people of 
the earth once spoke a common languages but were then scattered into different 

linguistic groups because of their prideful attempt to build a tower with its top in 
the heavens. Babel is the story of the fragmentation of humankind into separate 
and often hostile groups who do not understand each other. 

 Pentecost is thus about the reversal of Babel.  The coming of Jesus and the 

the power of the Holy Spirit inaugurates a new age in which the fragmentation of 
humanity was overcome.  Everyone understood everyone else. 

 In the two millennia that have passed since the outpouring of the Holy Spirit 
on that first day of Pentecost, Christians have associated this day with the 

beginning of Christianity. God was doing a profoundly new thing, and God 
continues to do new things. People are still crying out for salvation. Everywhere we 



look, people are imprisoned—physically, mentally and emotionally—behind walls of 
depression and loneliness and addiction, shackled with burdens that keep them 

from living into their identity as beloved children of God. It is a cry that can only be 
answered with a fresh outpouring of the Holy Spirit, right here and right now. 

The promise of Pentecost is that every person of faith can be ignited by the 
Spirit. I have seen the ignition of the Holy Spirit in people who have made decisions 

to change their lives in significant ways, who have taken bold new steps in 
commitment and generosity, who have discovered the capacity for service and 
caring deep inside of them. Maybe a fresh outpouring of the Holy Spirit causes us to 

approach a long-severed relationship with a loved one with new hope and fresh 
patience. Perhaps the Spirit nudges us to a ministry—either here at the church or 
in the community. Or it could be that the Holy Spirit draws us into a deeper 
stronger, more life-giving relationship with God.  

 The Spirit is alive today. One place I have found the Spirit is in our services 
in which people enter into ordained ministry. We will have the wonderful 
opportunity to experience two of these services in the next few months. In October 
Sr. Diana will be ordained as a deacon.  And at the end of January Nancy Streufert 

will be ordained as a priest. In both of these services, while the ordinand is kneeling 
facing the bishop, we sing the hymn Come Holy Spirit or Come Creator Spirit. Then 
follows a period of silence in which we all pray. That period of silence allows us to 

silently invoke the Spirit together.  We ask the Spirit to come and I believe the 
Spirit  responds. The bishop then consecrates the ordinand. 

 In his Letter to the Romans, Paul says this: “the Spirit helps us in our 
weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but that very Spirit 

intercedes with sighs too deep for words.” The Holy Spirit does not judge us, but is 
our advocate and companion, our comforter.  God does not promise that the Holy 
Spirit was poured out a long, long time ago; God does not promise that the Spirit 

might be poured out a little bit, here and there, on a chosen few. God promises that 



the Spirit will be poured out upon all flesh and that everyone, including you and I, 
everyone, who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved! Amen. 


