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Luke 14:1-14 

On one occasion when Jesus was going to the house of a leader of the Pharisees to eat a meal on 
the Sabbath, they were watching him closely.  7When he noticed how the guests chose the places 
of honor, he told them a parable. 8“When you are invited by someone to a wedding banquet, do 
not sit down at the place of honor, in case someone more distinguished than you has been invited 
by your host; 9and the host who invited both of you may come and say to you, ‘Give this person 
your place,’ and then in disgrace you would start to take the lowest place.10But when you are 
invited, go and sit down at the lowest place, so that when your host comes, he may say to you, 
‘Friend, move up higher’; then you will be honored in the presence of all who sit at the table with 
you. 11For all who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be 
exalted.” 12He said also to the one who had invited him, “When you give a luncheon or a dinner, 
do not invite your friends or your brothers or your relatives or rich neighbors, in case they may 
invite you in return, and you would be repaid. 13But when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the 
crippled, the lame, and the blind. 14And you will be blessed, because they cannot repay you, for 
you will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous.” 

  

Reflection 

Jesus was a consummate story teller with a flair for making a point with humor. We’re so caught 
up in the solemnity of the Gospels that it’s sometimes hard for us to imagine. Yet Luke calls the 
first part of Jesus’ “advice” on social status and how to manipulate the situation so that you will 
be honored in front of others at a party a parable. So imagine Jesus telling this story and playing 
all the parts – the one who chose the place of importance, the embarrassed host, the one who 
chose the humble place, the host who honors the guest. Imagine him really overplaying the roles 
and getting a big laugh out of all the guests who enjoyed recognizing the status games that others 
play – then, perhaps, realizing sheepishly that they are imprisoned by status hunger, too. Some 
might have been offended. Some might have been thoughtful, even grateful for the sudden 
insight. How would you react to someone lightheartedly holding such a mirror up to you? 

  

Then Jesus was serious – “For all who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those 
who humble themselves will be exalted.” Suddenly it’s not about social games. We 
know at least part of what Jesus has said is for real. We’ve seen politicians, bankers, 
investment advisors riding high while hiding all sorts of shenanigans – illegal, immoral or 
both. Then something trips them up and they get found out and their fall is as meteoric 
as their rise. But those who humble themselves being exalted? Come on Jesus, your 
story was funny, but you don’t see that in the “real” world. Jesus, however, isn’t finished 
with his point – a point that defines real humility and real freedom. 



  
Real humility is being free from what other people think, what other people owe you, 
how you are honored. Real humility is gratefully sharing the gifts that you’ve been given 
to give to others who can’t respond in kind. Real humility is seeing yourself as God sees 
you – beloved, gifted, privileged to give beyond yourself. 
  
Are you humble? Am I? Let’s not worry about it. Humility isn’t a skill to learn and in 
which to take justifiable pride. It’s a gift that comes unseen as we learn to laugh gently 
at ourselves when we catch ourselves worried about what others think, or amused at 
being annoyed when someone gets to the shorter line at the supermarket before we do. 
It’s a gift that comes from looking beyond ourselves, beyond our rights and privileges, 
beyond the way we think something should be done, offering what we can and leaving 
the rest to God. The joy that comes through that gift of humility – the gift we don’t know 
we have and don’t have if we think we do – is true exaltation and holy freedom. 
 


