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16Then Jesus said to the disciples, “There was a rich man who had a manager, and charges were 
brought to him that this man was squandering his property. 2So he summoned him and said to him, 
‘What is this that I hear about you? Give me an accounting of your management, because you cannot 
be my manager any longer.’ 3Then the manager said to himself, ‘What will I do, now that my master is 
taking the position away from me? I am not strong enough to dig, and I am ashamed to beg. 4I have 
decided what to do so that, when I am dismissed as manager, people may welcome me into their 
homes.’ 5So, summoning his master’s debtors one by one, he asked the first, ‘How much do you owe 
my master?’ 6He answered, ‘A hundred jugs of olive oil.’ He said to him, ‘Take your bill, sit down 
quickly, and make it fifty.’7Then he asked another, ‘And how much do you owe?’ He replied, ‘A 
hundred containers of wheat.’ He said to him, ‘Take your bill and make it eighty.’ 8And his master 
commended the dishonest manager because he had acted shrewdly; for the children of this age are 
more shrewd in dealing with their own generation than are the children of light. 9And I tell you, make 
friends for yourselves by means of dishonest wealth so that when it is gone, they may welcome you 
into the eternal homes.10“Whoever is faithful in a very little is faithful also in much; and whoever is 
dishonest in a very little is dishonest also in much. 11If then you have not been faithful with the 
dishonest wealth, who will entrust to you the true riches? 12And if you have not been faithful with what 
belongs to another, who will give you what is your own? 13No slave can serve two masters; for a slave 
will either hate the one and love the other, or be devoted to the one and despise the other. You 
cannot serve God and wealth.” 
 
Reflection 
Jesus isn’t out to make things easy for us. There seems to be nothing he will not say or do to get us 
thinking, asking hard questions, facing our own hidden motives. In the seeming inconsistencies in this 
incredibly difficult parable we are encouraged to face our choices. Was the manager actually guilty of 
the charges against him? We don’t know. All we have in the story is the fact that charges were 
brought by nameless accusers. That, alone, can make us question ourselves. Are there times when 
we believe someone is guilty of or wrong about something just because it’s convenient for us? Or 
because the gossip sounds good or because we don’t really like the person and it’s easier to believe 
something negative about someone we don’t like or who somehow challenges us? 
 
Jesus says nothing about an investigation, so either the rich man didn’t care about the truth or the 
evidence was so overwhelming that an investigation wasn’t called for. Yet Jesus’ fictional rich man let 
the manager continue to have access to his records and freedom to cook the books for a while longer. 
Then when the books were thoroughly cooked, the rich man said it was well done. What values is 
Jesus holding up in this story? Was there so much evidence that the rich man had to act, but 
compassionately gave him a chance to protect his future, even knowing that he would be defrauded 
further, both by the manage and his creditors? Perhaps the rich man’s willingness to be defrauded by 
and for the sake someone who doesn’t “deserve” any compassion could be a reflection of Jesus’ 
willingness to suffer and die for humanity’s sake. Is this a story about God’s love? 
 
If this speculative reading of Jesus’ parable has validity, the rich man acted with compassion, even 
against his own interests. Jesus moves on to underline the need to make use of whatever we have in 
ways that create relationships, that reflect trust and integrity, that help those who need help whether 
they deserve it or not. These are choices that set us free from the very real temptation of depending 
more on ourselves and our own resources than on God.  
 
Whatever the best reading of this confusing parable might be, it can encourage us to think carefully 
about the right way ahead when our interests and the interests of others clash. It’s a tough challenge, 
even for the most devout followers of Christ. 


