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Luke 14:25-33 
25Now large crowds were traveling with him; and he turned and said to them, 26“Whoever 
comes to me and does not hate father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters, 
yes, and even life itself, cannot be my disciple. 27Whoever does not carry the cross and 
follow me cannot be my disciple. 28For which of you, intending to build a tower, does not 
first sit down and estimate the cost, to see whether he has enough to complete 
it? 29Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation and is not able to finish, all who see it will 
begin to ridicule him, 30saying, ‘This fellow began to build and was not able to finish.’ 31Or 
what king, going out to wage war against another king, will not sit down first and consider 
whether he is able with ten thousand to oppose the one who comes against him with 
twenty thousand? 32If he cannot, then, while the other is still far away, he sends a 
delegation and asks for the terms of peace.33So therefore, none of you can become my 
disciple if you do not give up all your possessions. 
 
Reflection 
A seemingly casual conversation with another customer in a bead store produced this comment: “I 
tried being a Christian, but Jesus just didn’t work for me.” So many possibilities for response, but by 
the grace of God I didn’t say one of them. Instead – more grace - I listened to her story. It was 
another of countless I’ve heard of deep wounds inflicted by well-meaning Christians who can’t quite 
bring themselves to count the real cost of following Jesus. Had the ones whose judgment sent her 
fleeing from the church she tried to attend clung to such treasured possessions as the “right” to 
criticize someone who is different? Perhaps what they had clung to was unspoken fear that there 
might be more to living in God’s incredible love than they were willing to risk. Perhaps this woman 
with her difficult questions and refusal to accept pat answers threatened their love for their lives as 
they had carefully defined them. Perhaps the cross her presence would have required them to carry – 
the cross that takes us out into a messy world without easy answers – was too fearful for them. Or 
perhaps I’m judging without knowing the whole story, too. That’s one of the treasured possessions 
that I haven’t entirely given up in my efforts to be one of Jesus’ disciples. 
 
I’m taking a class called “The Practice of Theology”. It challenges me deeply as I am confronted by 
vastly differing points of view. It forces me to ask such hard questions as “What are the passions, the 
theological convictions, the deliberate blind spots, the prejudices that are as dear to me as family, as 
treasured possessions that I do not want to give up in order to follow Jesus more closely?” It faces 
me with the temptation to stay safely on the intellectual side of theology rather than let it challenge me 
to more transparent discipleship.  
 
Jesus makes it clear that the ongoing choice to be his disciple is not to be undertaken lightly. We are 
blessed in that we now live in what is called a “post-Christian” world where attending church is no 
longer simply what one does on a Sunday, because now we are free to see that following Jesus 
requires so much more of us. Following Jesus is about our whole lives – what we do with our time, 
how we respond to people and ideas that discomfort us, how we spend our money, what we choose 
to read and watch and talk about. The blessing of this insight provides even further challenges. One 
is the reality of sliding church memberships and budgets that don’t balance. Is having church the way 
we’ve learned to love it one of those possessions we have to give up in order truly to follow Jesus? 
What might different ways of being the Body of Christ look like? How can we remain faithful to the 
gifts of our particular traditions yet open to differences? How do we know what we need to give up in 
order to follow Christ together in our day and time? Lots of questions again. Perhaps answers are 
among those things we have to give up. What do you think? 



 


