Bishop Barry Beisner and Archdeacon Pam Gossard celebrating
Eucharist at Camp Living Waters, July 24.

This month, I have been working on my manuscript for Fortress Press,
which is due on July 25th. The manuscript, based on my dissertation, is
primarily an analysis of two chapters in the Gospel of John: chapters 9
and 10, which include Jesus’s healing of a man born blind and the
subsequent Good Shepherd discourse. The manuscript will first be sent
to academic reviewers who will return it with comments and feedback.
So it is still going to take a while before the project is complete.
One verse that I have been contemplating recently is John 10:7 in
which Jesus says, “I am the gate” or as other translations render it: “I am
the door.” Many commentators link this verse with John 14:6 in which
Jesus says, “I am the way.”1 Since becoming part of the Christ Church
Eureka community, I have come to a deeper appreciation of these verses,
which are the inspiration behind lumberman Thomas Walsh’s vision for
our church to be a “Door to Heaven.” As we have been preparing to
articulate a new mission and vision for Christ Church, I have been
returning again and again to this vision of our founder and imagining
ways that we can continue to be an ever more welcoming and open
“Door to Heaven.”
Upon first look, there is a seemingly exclusive nature to Jesus’s
words as well as to Walsh’s. In fact, Thomas Walsh explained that he
preferred the name “Christ Church” because he understood Christ as “the only means, only Faith, and only door to
Heaven” (my emphasis added). Also, in John 14:6, after Jesus says, “I am the way,” he then says, “No one comes to
the Father except through me.”
Theologian Rudolf Bultmann explains that, as readers, we often interpret the text as far more exclusive and
intolerant than it actually is.2 New Testament scholar Amy-Jill Levine suggests that when Jesus says, “No one
comes to the Father except through me,” we can actually interpret this as Jesus “precluding any individual Christian
or any church from determining the verdict [of salvation]. If Jesus is the Way, then only he determines entrance to
heaven.”3 Perhaps the only true “way” to the Father is the way of loving openness and self-sacrifice which Jesus
himself embodies. No one comes to the Father except through loving openness and self-sacrifice, like that
embodied by the self-giving Good Shepherd.
In John 10, Jesus identifies as both the Gate and the Good Shepherd and explains that the Good Shepherd
enters through the Gate. This initially sounds a little convoluted; but if we understand the Way as Love, then we
can hear Jesus essentially saying that he is Love and that the only way to receive and access this divine Love is
through….love! As the Rev. A. J. Muste said, “The only way to peace is peace.” The ends, therefore, do not justify
the means. In fact, the means are just as important as the ends. The methods and means by which we embody
peace and self-giving love as a community must themselves be peaceful and loving. The means by which we intend
to fulfil Walsh’s vision of being a “Door to Heaven” must be marked by openness, compassion, and generosity.
This why creating safe and non-judgmental spaces for people of diverse opinions to share honestly and respectfully
is crucial if we want to experience and embody the One who is both the Gate and the Good Shepherd, both the
Way and the Destination, both the loving “Door to Heaven” and the Love that is Heaven.
1Schnackenburg,

The Gospel According to St. John (1965), 2:292; Bultmann, The Gospel of John (1971), 377-8 n. 7.

2“The

intolerance of the ‘homo religiosus’ and the dogmatician is not the intolerance of the revelation.” Bultmann,
The Gospel John, 379.
3Levine,

The Misunderstood Jew, 91. She paraphrases and expands on the verse: “I am saying that I am the way, not
you, not your church, not your reading of John’s Gospel, and not the claim of any individual Christian or any
particular congregation. I am making the determination, and it is by my grace that anyone gets in, including you.”
Levine, Misunderstood Jew, 93.
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Reflection on Ephesians 4
"’When he ascended on high he made captivity itself a captive; he gave gifts to his people.’ (When it says, ‘He
ascended,’ what does it mean but that he had also descended into the lower parts of the earth? He who descended
is the same one who ascended far above all the heavens, so that he might fill all things.)”
Would anyone care to explain what this passage means?
Following is one possibility:
Is all the language about ascending and descending akin to Phil. 2, in which Jesus, though he was equal to God,
lowered himself to the form of a servant, even to death on the cross; at which point God exalted him? Here, the
one who empties himself for us showers all manners of gifts upon us in the process. The one who ascends in such
a matter overturns the usual power schemes and makes captivity a captive. And the greatest gift that he gives is a
new manner of oneness that is no longer at the expense of the scapegoat.
Notice, too, that freedom and oneness are given together.
Freedom is not the freedom to be a solitary individual; it is the freedom to be joined to the life-giving body of
Christ. It is group freedom!
In John 6:24-35, we have poignant examples of that which Gil Bailie calls the “famished craving” of the crowd.
The crowd persistently seeks out Jesus and asks him, "What sign are you going to give us then, so that we may see
it and believe you? What work are you performing?" Earlier in this chapter we are told that this crowd "kept
following him, because they saw the signs that he was doing for the sick." Then, they witness one of Jesus'
greatest signs, his feeding of the five thousand, which they recognized as a sign (6:14). But they still come looking
for a sign. Talk about a famished craving!
One of the ironies of this chapter seems to be this contrast between the crowd's famished craving and Jesus'
ability to give bread that satisfies. The crowd is famished, so says, “Sir, give us this bread always.” Then, Jesus says
to them, “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never be hungry....”
So.... how do I come to Jesus? I say again that Freedom & Unity are given at the same time! Look again at
Ephesians 4: “...lead a life worthy of the calling to which you have been called, with all humility and gentleness,
with patience, bearing with one another in love, making every effort to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond
of peace.” This is clearly a call to spiritual maturity, to group maturity. The passage continues, “We must no
longer be children, tossed to and fro and blown about by every wind of doctrine, by people's trickery, by their
craftiness in deceitful scheming. But speaking the truth in love, we must grow up in every way into him who is the
head, into Christ, from whom the whole body, joined and knit together by every ligament with which it is
equipped, as each part is working properly, promotes the body's growth in building itself up in love.”
Please note that being blown about by “every wind of doctrine” is equated with spiritual immaturity! The other
side of this same coin is that spiritual maturity means learning to be “knit together... with each part working
properly... to build up the group in LOVE.
NO room is left here for getting caught up in endless doctrinal disputes.
Back to the Gospel of John. Jesus said, “Whoever believes in me will never be thirsty.” You see, believing in Jesus
means I can believe in myself, for then I can say with Psalm 51, “Create in me a clean heart, O God, & renew a
right spirit in me.”
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More importantly, believing in Jesus also helps me to believe in others, to trust them, because I know that I can
“lead a life worthy of the calling to which you have been called, with all humility and gentleness, with patience,
bearing with one another in love, making every effort to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.”
Mother Teresa said, “I can do things you cannot, you can do things that I cannot; together we can do great
things.” Brothers & Sisters, what can we do together that we cannot do separated?
Give it some thought; give it a lot of prayer.
I am thinking in particular about the devastation that is going on around the world, especially here in California, in
the wildfires, caused in part by our carbon footprints. No one by themselves can do but very little about those
wildfires, but The Episcopal Church, the Diocese of Northern California, Episcopal Relief & development
working together can help alleviate some of the suffering by “bearing with one another in love, making every
effort to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.”

Today I found myself falling down the rabbit hole of Chronicle article subject
matter! I went from an idea generated while sitting with the choir on our last
Sunday, to an article read in the Times Standard, to some song lyrics I heard on my
morning run, which led to a book suggested by Amazon. Now you get the picture
of what went through my mind today and every month.
I settled on the book entitled “Not Meditating: Peace, Love and Happiness
Without Sitting Still” by Kirstie Pursey. Another admission: I didn’t buy the book
even though it was only $3.95 for the Kindle edition. I don’t have a Kindle and
there are other books that I would like to read first. I did, however, read the free
introduction and loved it.
Why did I choose the book and how does it tie into Christ Church? Because on
Tuesday, most of my family and I attended my first Compline service. It was
absolutely lovely and I highly recommend it! The setting was a beautiful sunny evening in the chapel. The doors
were left open and you could hear the distant hustle and bustle of people heading home from work, you could
hear the birds chirping and not much else. It was a quick and slow service all at the same time. There was music,
readings, candle lighting and silence. Silence is something sadly missing in today’s world. The service was lead by
Anne Pierson. Anne, our family and 8 others sat in an circle. It was small and intimate. I include these details
because if you are like me, knowing these things might make you feel more comfortable giving it a try.
At the end of the service, we were invited to either leave quietly or sit in meditative silence for about 20 minutes.
This was my first time trying silence for that duration and I have to admit, I wasn’t very good at it. I said some
prayers, tried to relax and then attempted to simply sit still. So now, back to the book. The book will tell you that
quieting the mind reduces stress, improves physical health, mental health and calms down our incessant “mind
chatter”. No matter how long you sit in meditation, rest assured you can move on with your evening knowing
that you did something good for your soul.
Thank you, Anne Pierson, Fr Daniel and my fellow Compline attendees. So friends in Christ, if you feel the rabbit
hole creeping into your life, try this service - I hope to see you there!
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WHAT'S NEW IN AUGUST
Hello again my friends. Welcome to the dog days of summer. Can you believe the
beautiful summer weather that we've had so far? Just amazing!
So this month, we have a couple of things happening and they are all good!!
First, I am excited to report that the Vestry elected to move forward with replacing the
tired, non efficient sump pump in the basement. If you aren't familiar with a sump pump,
don't feel alone. I had no idea what one was before I was chosen to be Junior Warden and
took a tour of the basement. The simplest explanation is that this contraption pumps out
the water that gathers under the church and sends it outside. The water is from a spring
under the church foundation that will, on occasion, find it's way into our basement. Our wonderful Sexton, John
Hammond, has done a simply commendable job trying to keep the sump pump working. However, the current
sump pump is just done and needs to be replaced. You probably never would have even noticed anything if I
hadn't written this article. Just know that this replacement will make things so much better for our church.
Hopefully, by the time that you read this article, the new and improved sump pump will be in place and working
like a dream.
Also this month, we are planning another work day. This time our work day will be on Saturday August
18th from 9am-2pm. We typically gather in Lewis Hall for a quick prayer, get our coffee (or water whatever you
all drink), check the list of available jobs and get started. Just a few of the things that we will be working on are:
removing the hanging microphone and speakers in the vicinity of the altar, polishing the big brass cross that hangs
above the altar and adjusting a loose organ pipe in the music/altar guild storage room. We will also be continuing
with the gardening on G street and the painting of the church on the southwest side. There will also be some
other projects that I am thinking about, but not quite ready to reveal just yet. So, stay tuned.
A little background on the hanging speakers/microphones. They were installed around 2004 or 2005.
For those that remember, the choir sat on the epistle side and sometimes overflowed to the gospel side and it was
decided that we should have a couple of microphones so that the choir could be heard better and a pair of
speakers so that they could hear the sermon better. Since then, the choir has changed locations and we have
installed a much better speaker system so that they can hear the sermon better. So now, we don't need the hanging
ones anymore. It will look much better without them. I really never cared for the location of those hanging
speakers and microphones, personally speaking. I am also so glad that the idea to polish the cross was brought up,
it does need a little polishing "pick me up". It is my hope that we will have some brave souls volunteer to help
polish the cross.
Phew, we have been so delightfully busy this summer. it's just glorious. But none of these projects can be
done without YOU. And YOU. And YOU! I have been so pleased to see the number of friends that come to our
work days and work hard to keep our spiritual home beautiful. And those that can't make it to our work days,
they still contribute to our cause. Sometimes financially. but also the way that I really appreciate: the words of
encouragement. It is a wonderful feeling to know that we are all working together to make each other happy in
our own little ways.
So my friends, see you on August 18th at 9 am and until next month enjoy the rest of this great summer.
As always, Thank you for all that you contribute to this great church family.
Blessings to you all.
Heidi Erickson
Jr Warden

5

“Sundays at 4” concert in August
On August 26, Christ Church welcomes the Scotia Band for the final “Sundays at
4” summer concerts. “Since its formation in 1935 by a group of individuals in
The Pacific Lumber Company town of Scotia, California, Scotia Band has
continuously served Humboldt County communities. This spirit of dedicated
public service enriches all those whose lives are touched. The band symbolizes
the ideals and traditions that have made America great. The next time you hear
the Scotia Band playing in the park, remembers you are listening to a part of
America’s heritage” (from Scotia Band website). The dedicated musicians of the
Scotia Band perform traditional and contemporary concert band music
throughout the County, as well as provide many educational experiences and
opportunities. The program on August 26 will include a variety of pieces for
band, as well as three pieces which will include the Kegg organ. Please join us for
this exciting concert at Christ Church! It is free and all are welcome!

Photo from Scotia Band website (c. 2010) by T. Gonzalves
“I am the bread of life …”
It is not often that we repeat a hymn for several services in a row, but this August will be an exception! “I am the
bread of life” is one of the seven “I am” statements in the Gospel of John, which we will listen to and learn from
during the month of August. It seems fitting then that we sing the hymn “I am the bread of life” (Hymnal #335).
The words and music of the hymn are written be Sister Suzanne Toolan, RSM. Through her work at the Mercy
Center, a retreat facility in Burlingame, California, and as a teacher and choir director, Sister Toolan has “enriched
the prayer life” of many who have attended her workshops or sung her music. The original sketches for “I am the
bread of life” ended up in torn pieces in a wastebasket. Upon leaving the room where she was working, Sister
Toolan encountered a student who said how much she liked what Toolan had been playing. Collecting up the
pieces from the wastebasket, Sister Suzanne began to rework the shredded manuscript. The resulting hymn, “I am
the bread of life,” appears in numerous hymnals and has been translated into at least ten other languages. Thank
you to Sister Suzanne Toolan and to the student who encouraged her to return to the work she had begun to
create this treasure of a hymn.
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Suzanne Toolan, RSM

On the first Friday of every month, Taizé evening prayer around the cross is celebrated in the chapel at Mercy
Center, a retreat facility in Burlingame, California. The event attract hundreds every month who gather to sing the
music of Taizé, to hear God's word, and to reflect in the atmosphere of candlelight. the director of this prayer
experience is Sister Suzanne Toolan, RSM. most of us know her as the composer of "I Am the Bread of Life."

Born in Lansing, Michigan, Sister Suzanne moved to Hollywood at age seventeen. It was in Hollywood she
became a student of Richard Keys Biggs. After her profession as a Sister of Mercy, she earned a masters degree in
humanities and then began her teaching career. In addition to her academic duties, she has directed choirs for
high schools, colleges, parish, and seminaries.

A while back, she constructed some sketches for a eucharistic piece to be used at an upcoming archdiocesan
event. Disappointed with the results, she tore up the manuscript and threw it into the waste can. Leaving the
room, she encountered a freshman student who asked what she was playing. The student thought it was beautiful.
Sister Suzanne rescued the shred and reworked it. The item was "I Am the Bread of Life," and it has certainly
enjoyed a life of its own. It appears now in more hymnals and collections than any other title in the GIA catalog
and has been translated into a least ten other languages.

Sister Suzanne is know to many as a quiet woman of gentle manner who values prayer in all the dimensions of
her life. Her book entitled Canticles and Gathering Prayers (Winona, Minnesota: St. Mary's Press), a composite of
services and canticles written for groups gathered in prayer. Her compositional skills have enriched the prayer life
of thousands of Catholics who have made their way to her workshops or who have sun her music. For those
Catholics, and for all people who have enjoyed her work and who are able to prayer better, a large thank you to
Sister Suzanne, as well as that freshman student who encouraged her to root through her trash can. What a loss
that would have been. What a treasure it is.

7

LAY MINISTRIES
We’re currently making a schedule for the various Christ Church serving opportunities. That makes this a good
time for you to try a lay ministry that you may be curious about. Just call one of the numbers below for more
information, or stop us after the service and we can tell you all you need to know.
Lynne Bean
Elizabeth Harper-Lawson
Bob Hines
Vickie Patton
Anne Pierson
Sanford Pyron
Marty Vega
Susan Whaley

Coffee Hour
Eucharistic Visitors
Contribution Counters
Nursery and Sunday School
Acolytes and Eucharistic Ministers
Announcers
Lectors and Intercessors
Ushers and Greeters

822-6086
445-1726
445-8974
443-1825
442-2025
444-0968
443-9782
445-2924

Marty

FOOD FOR PEOPLE
It is just me again, Bev, who picks up your donations for Food for People. As before you always seem
to have something for, sometimes a bit and sometimes a whole big bunch. Whatever it is - I am more than
happy to see whatever gets in the box gets to Food for People. And as I mentioned before I am keeping track
of the totals. The first quarter you donated a whole 99 pounds. For April just 13 pounds, May a whole 71
pounds and June 65 pounds. That brings us to 248 pounds. I was really hoping that we would break
500 pounds for the year and we are almost half there. So PLEASE if you can donate those non-perishables can openers as well The total so far for them is 5.
Many thanks Bev

TAKE ACTION TEAM/TAKE ACTION TABLE LAUNCH AUGUST 12
Following our two Gun Violence open forums, a Take Action Team was established and a Take Action
Table proposal was approved by our Vestry
The purpose of our Take Action Table is to make information on pertinent subjects available to our
church community, and provide the opportunity for our community to easily communicate with our elected
officials on vestry approved topics. The two topics recently approved for our TA Table are gun violence and
family separations. Statements from the House of Bishops of The Episcopal Church on gun violence and
separation of families will be available at the TA Table along with post cards, pens, addresses of our California
elected officials and templates taken from our bishops’ statements. Post card writers are encouraged to use their
own language while incorporating the template material. Check out our Take Action Table beginning August 12!
- Take Action Coordinator, Lynne Bean
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THE CYCLES OF PRAYERS FOR OUR DIOCESE
AND THE ANGLICAN COMMUNION
Please pray for the dioceses, congregations, and clergy listed below on the Diocesan and Anglican cycles of
prayer as well as those prayers requested by our Bishop, Dean and Diocesan Search Committee.
Every Sunday, our Bishop, the Rt. Rev. Barry L. Beisner, requests we pray for:
The Diocese of Jerusalem, The Most Rev. Suheil Dawani, Archbishop and
Primate for the Province of Jerusalem and the Middle East, the Diocese of Jerusalem, and for the Christians in
the Holy Land
Every Sunday, the Diocesan Search Committee requests that we pray:
Look graciously on your Church, and so guide the minds of those who shall choose a bishop for this Diocese,
that we may receive a faithful pastor, who will care for your people and equip us for our ministries.
Every Sunday, The Very Rev. Sara Potter, Dean of our Semper Virens Deanery, has asked us to pray for:
The congregations of our deanery and especially for the people of St. Francis’ Church as they discern new ways
of working together to know Christ and to make Christ known throughout the Eel River Valley; grant them
renewal of mission that they may seek after you and find you in their daily lives and in their gathering together;
though Jesus Christ our Redeemer and the Holy Spirit who unites us all into one. Amen.
Specific Sunday Prayers for our diocese and the Anglican
Communion:
August 5, Pray for:
Diocesan Cycle of Prayer:
St. Francis in the Redwoods, Willits, The Rev. Betsy Bruneau, Priest Associate, The Rev. Mary
Fisher, Associate, The Rev. Donnalee Hart, Deacon
Anglican Cycle of Prayer:
The Most Revd Mark Strange, Primus of the Scottish Episcopal Church & Bishop of Moray,
Ross & Caithness
August 12, Pray for:
Diocesan Cycle of Prayer:
Holy Trinity Episcopal Church, Willows, The Rev. Aidan Rontani, Deanery Curate, The Rev.
Charles Rouse, Associate Priest
Anglican Cycle of Prayer:
The Most Revd Ng Moon Hing, Archbishop of South East Asia and Bishop of West Malaysia
August 19, Pray for:
Diocesan Cycle of Prayer:
St. Luke’s Episcopal Church, Woodland, The Rev. Terri Hobart, Rector, The Rev. Stephen
Leonetti, Associate, The Rev. Anne Clarke, Associate
Anglican Cycle of Prayer:
The Most Revd Thomas Kanjirappally Oommen, Moderator of the Church of South India
(United) & Bishop of Madhya Kerala
August 26, Pray for:
Diocesan Cycle of Prayer:
St. James of Jerusalem, Yuba City, The Rev. Richard Laughman, Priest Associate, The Rev. Cal S.
Cornils, Deacon
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Anglican Cycle of Prayer:
The Most Revd Thabo Makgoba, Archbishop of Captetown and Primate of Southern Africa
September 2, Pray for:
Diocesan Cycle of Prayer:
St. Michael’s Episcopal Church, Alturas, The Rev. David Cohen, Priest-in-Charge
Anglican Cycle of Prayer:
The Most Revd Gregory James Venables, Presiding Bishop of the Anglican Church of South
America & Bishop of Argentina
September 9, Pray for:
Diocesan Cycle of Prayer:
St. Michael’s Episcopal Church, Anderson, The Rev. Aidan Rontani, Deanery Curate
Anglican Cycle of Prayer:
The Most Revd Daniel Deng Bui Yak, Archbishop of the Province of the Episcopal Church of
South Sudan & Bishop of ZJuba
If you wish to offer prayers daily for the church in the world, our Anglican Cycle of Prayer has a daily list of
diocese and clergy who would benefit from your prayer ministry. This list can be obtained via this website:
amp…2018…full.pdf. If you do not have a computer, I would be glad to make a copy of the 2018 Anglican Cycle
of Prayer for you.
Anne Pierson,
Deacon

The Vestry visiting Betty Kwan Chinn’s container village.
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Nancy Frey

August 5

Harry & Gail Freeman

Harry Freeman

August 8

The Rev. Nancy Streufert August 8

Jim & Margo Fassio

August 8

Laura Rose

August 9

Belinda Zander

August 9

Peggy Van Doorn

August 10

Anna Smithler

August 11

Ken & Maria Musante

August 11

David Aronovici

August 15

Jim Hogan

August 18

Anne Moorehead

August 18

Michael & Kathrin
Burleson

August 18

Richard & Carol Holland

August 22

Marylin Petersen

August 22

Betsy Schlueter

August 24

Margo Fassio

August 25

Claude Albright

August 28

Natalie Moore

August 30

Susan Whaley

August 30
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August 6

12

Sun

5 Transfiguration
8:00 Holy Eucharist
10:30 Holy Eucharist
10:40 Sunday School

12 12 Pentecost
8:00 Holy Eucharist
10:30 Holy Eucharist
10:40 Sunday School

19 13 Pentecost
Fresh Produce
8:00 Holy Eucharist
10:30 Holy Eucharist
10:40 Sunday School
12:15 Vestry
26 14 Pentecost
8:00 Holy Eucharist
10:30 Holy Eucharist
10:40 Sunday School
4:00 Sundays at 4:
Scotia Band

Mon

6
Office closed

13
Office closed

20
Office closed

27
Office closed
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3

4

Sat

2
12:00 Centering
Prayer Group

11

Fri

1
10:00 Staff meeting

10

18
9:00 Work Day

Thu

8

9
12:00 Centering
Prayer Group

17

15 St. Mary the
Virgin

16
12:00 Centering
Prayer Group

22

23
12:00 Centering
Prayer Group

31

24 St. Bartholomew

29

30
12:00 Centering
Prayer Group

25
10:00 Diocesan Board
of Trustees

Wed

August 2018
Tue

6:00 Discipleship
7:00 Compline

14
6:00 Discipleship
7:00 Compline

21
6:00 Discipleship
7:00 Compline

28
6:00 Discipleship
7:00 Compline
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The Rt. Rev. Barry L. Beisner
Bishop, Diocese of Northern California
Staff
The Rev. Dr. Daniel London
Rector
The Venerable Pam Gossard
Deacon
The Rev. Anne Pierson
Deacon
Merry Phillips
Organist and Music Director
Dr. Douglas Moorehead, Organist Emeritus
John Hammond, Sexton
Shirley Curtis, Administrative Assistant
Vestry
Jackie Moore, Interim Senior Warden
Heidi Erickson, Junior Warden
Lynne Dougherty Bean, Julie Cairns, Heidi Erickson, Irene Hannaford
Royal McCarthy, Jackie Moore, Christina Strevey,
Helen Taylor, Gail Freeman Asst. treasurer
Bob Hines, Treasurer, Peg Gardner, Clerk
Church office: 625 15th Street
P.O. Box 861
Eureka, California 95502
Phone (707) 442-1797
Fax (707) 442-5647
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