Clergy of the Semper Virens deanery were sworn in February 6
by Sheriff Honsal as Disaster Service Worker Volunteers

Reflecting on a Full February and Preparing for a Holy
Lent
Although February is the shortest month of the year, we sure were
able to cram in a great deal of important work and activity. Believe it or
not, I was actually expecting February to be a low-key month! We kicked
off the month on Super Bowl Sunday with the commissioning of our new
vestry and delegates, including our new Junior Warden Royal McCarthy.
Later that week, following up on our Disaster Chaplaincy Training from
last April, the clergy of the Semper Virens deanery were sworn in by
Sheriff Billy Honsal on February 6th as official Disaster Service Worker
Volunteers, which means we can expect to be called upon to offer
pastoral care to victims and first responders of declared disasters in the
local area and beyond. On that same day, our choir received international recognition by the Lent Madness
Supreme Executive Committee who posted a recording of the choir singing the official Lent Madness hymn
(written by Sister Diana Doncaster) on their Facebook page. This recording now has over 4,200 views! Then on
February 9th, the lay and clergy delegates of our diocese gathered in Cameron Park, where we elected our next
bishop: the Rev. Canon Megan M. Traquair (pronounced truck-WARE)! She will be consecrated on June 29th at
the Mondavi Center in Davis and everyone is invited. On Monday February 11th we helped lead a forum on Gun
Safety and Violence with the Humboldt Interfaith Fellowship at the Arcata United Methodist Church. Although I
wasn’t able to attend, I was quoted in the Times-Standard, expressing my hope for young people to find sanctuary
in the Christian tradition.1 Then, that weekend we held an emergency drill training at the church for our ushers,
followed by a memorial service, and an emergency evacuation drill at the 8 and 10:30 AM services. On February
23rd, we launched our first Vestry Orientation Day for new and seasoned vestry members to become acquainted
with our church bylaws, our budget, our history, our core values, and our mission statement, which, in case you
forgot, is to glorify God, follow Jesus Christ, and serve all people through the power of the Holy Spirit.
Also this month, Cindy Woods began meeting with her lay discernment team (Renee Ross, Thomas
Swanger, Stephanie Schultz, Bev Olson, and the Ven. Pam Gossard), which will help guide Cindy forward on her
path to becoming ordained a deacon in May. Cindy preached at Christ Church for the first time on February 24th
and you can listen to her sermon on our website by clicking on the “Sermons” tab. As always, we hosted a myriad
of other meetings at the church throughout the month: Discipleship Groups, Episcopal Church Women (whose
name will soon change), 12-Step Groups, the Associates of the Transfiguration, and the Worship Committee, to
name a few. During this month, I have been teaching an online class on English Spirituality and Mysticism through
Church Divinity School of the Pacific. I submitted the final manuscript for my book, published a book review in
the Biblical Theology Bulletin (which is included at the back of this Chronicle), and wrote an essay for a lectionarybased Gospel commentary called Modern Metanoia.
_____________________
1“London,

who also participated in the August forum, wants young people to know that they have a resource and
sanctuary in the Christian tradition. ‘I hope that people come to understand that the God revealed in the Hebrew
Scriptures and in Christ is ultimately an advocate for victims and those who are vulnerable,’ said London, a scholar
of the Gospel of John. ‘Those who use religion to prop up their own power at the expense of others are complicit
in the same religious and political violence that Christ came to expose and dismantle.’ He said that he hopes the
next generation can discover the richness of the Christian faith traditions that ‘informed and empowered people
like Martin Luther King Jr., Oscar Romero, and Desmond Tutu to nonviolently resist systems of oppression,
including those systems that make young people especially vulnerable to gun violence on a daily basis.’” Robert
Peach, “Forum to Examine Gun Violence, Safety” Times-Standard Feb 9, 2019. https://www.timesstandard.com/2019/02/09/forum-to-examine-gun-violence-safety/
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I share all of this to celebrate all that has been accomplished within this short month. However, I also
share this to stress the importance of slowing down and practicing stillness. A couple quotes have convicted me
recently. One is from the late pastor and spiritual author Eugene Peterson who wrote a book titled The
Contemplative Pastor, which includes a chapter called “The Unbusy Pastor” in which he says, “I am busy because I am
vain. I want to appear important. Significant. What better way than to be busy? The incredible hours, the crowded
schedule, and heavy demands on my time are proof to myself—and to all who will notice—that I am important.”
He then says, “the adjective busy set as a modifier to pastor should sound to our ears like adulterous to characterize a
wife or embezzling to describe a banker. It is an outrageous scandal, a blasphemous affront.” 2 Though I think he is
overstating his case a bit, I am still convicted by his words. I need to slow down and practice being less busy.
Also, former Archbishop of Canterbury Rowan Williams said, “People now have a painful need to be
helped to be still. A church that is too noisy, too caught up in its own busyness, to answer this need is failing
deeply.” Although I can easily get caught up in the busyness of Christ Church, I’m glad that we continually offer
times throughout the week for all of us to practice stillness. Every week, I personally look forward to Compline on
Tuesday nights at 7 PM when we gather by candlelight in the Chapel to pray, sing and simply be still. I need this
time each week to rest, replenish, and reconnect with the divine. These next couple months at Christ Church will
be full of countless activities, but I encourage you to slow down and practice stillness with me this Lent. I
encourage you to carve out some substantial time each week to stop and be still, whether that be on Tuesdays at 7
PM (Compline), Thursdays at noon (Centering Prayer), Fridays at noon (Organ Concerts), Saturdays at 11 AM
(Sacred Saunter) or some other time and place that works best with your schedule. Whatever it is, I hope you find
a time and place to rest, replenish, and reconnect with the divine this Lent, because according to Rowan Williams,
if we are not helping you do that, then we are failing as a church.
_____________
2Eugene Peterson, The Contemplative Pastor: Returning to the Art of Spiritual Direction (Grand Rapids MI: Eerdmans,
1993), 17-18.
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On a whim, Fred and I decided to travel across the country for three days to see
Eureka’s own Sara Bareilles in “Waitress” the musical on Broadway. There is a story
leading up to this quick trip, but the truth is we are big Sara fans and we wanted to
see her in the role of Jenna. We thought it might be the last time she appears as
Jenna, the pie baking waitress who finds herself pregnant in a loveless marriage. Oh
and I forgot to mention that Sara wrote the whimsical music for the show. Not only
did we get to see her act, but we also got to hear her sing all of her songs from the
soundtrack.
The show was well worth the trip across the country even though we spent one of
our three nights sleeping during a red-eye flight. We reached NYC at the tail-end of
a very cold spell and, as we took a Uber into the city, a thermometer displayed 18
degrees. Needless to say, we were pretty happy that it had warmed up!
Luckily we didn’t have a full agenda while we were there as we didn’t have much
time. We had some great meals, did a little shopping on 5th avenue, and jogged through Central Park. The one
other thing that we thought was important was to attend church before we caught our flight on Sunday
afternoon. We had so many choices and so little time!
We settled on a Solemn Mass at The Church of Saint Mary the Virgin which was about a block from Times
Square. It was a very beautiful and large church that opened its doors on December 8, 1870. Like ours, it had a
blue ceiling with gold stars. After the service, the Reverend James Ross Smith greeted us and we had a nice
conversation with him explaining that we had come all the way from the Diocese of Northern California. On the
way out, I grabbed a welcome brochure which I brought home to Father Daniel and found out that he has been
there and affectionately calls it “Smokey Marys”. It has something to do with incense but if you want to know
more you will have to ask him yourself!
My friends in Christ, if you see me missing from my choir chair on Sunday, you can rest assured knowing that I
may be gone but I am attending other churches to bring back ideas on how to make our parish better than ever. I
challenge you to do the same and come back and tell us what you loved about your visit!
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Preparing for the Season of Lent
In the article “Five Things to do During Lent,” David McMannes describes
Lent as “…a positive, strengthening, lovely spiritual experience, and if you
want to grow in your love of God and your neighbor, then Lent is for you!”
As we prepare for Lent (itself a season of preparation), we prepare to
undertake a journey. We share in the journey, and yet at the same time, the
journey is unique to each of us. We “pack our own bag” with the tools we
will use for keeping a productive and holy Lent … the content of our
“luggage” reflecting our individual choices. We are blessed to be able to
choose from several activities that will be offered at Christ Church this
Lenten season, designed to nurture and guide us during this holy journey. I
invite you to consider attending one or more of the Lenten music programs
as part of your Lenten journey.
“Five Things to do During Lent,” (http://www.episcopalnet.org/TRACTS/5ThingsLent.html, 2/2/17)
Lenten Music Programs
Christ Church will again offer a weekly Lenten Music Program on Fridays, beginning March 15 and
concluding April 12. The programs will begin at Noon and all are invited to come and experience a one-half
hour long program of seasonal music in the Nave. The programs are designed to create an opportunity for
personal reflection, meditation and contemplation in our beautiful sacred space. Whether sunlight is
streaming through the stained glass windows, or it is dark and overcast, this special offering of music will
provide a beautiful context for this moment in your personal Lenten journey. Following each program, all
are invited to gather in Lewis Hall to share in fellowship and conversation. Beverages will be provided.
Brown bag lunches (your own) are encouraged! Here are the performers who have gracious offered their
time and talent for the upcoming programs:
March 15: Merry Phillips, organ
March 22: Tre Amici (Helen Winfrey, clarinet, Nancy Streufert, flute, Merry Phillips, organ/piano)
March 29: Doug Moorehead, organ
April 5: Gary Klemp, organ and piano
April 12: Paul Gossard, guitar
Music During the Season of Lent
“Fasting & Abstinence, Praying, Bible Reading, Corporate Worship, Works of Mercy” – perhaps one or
more of these five things will be in your Lenten suitcase. While music may not have a role in each of these,
it is, of course, most present in our corporate worship. Intentional choices have been made as to the format
of our worship service and the selection of music. As we did last year, we will use plainsong chant for the
Psalms, as provided by the Episcopal Musician’s Handbook (EMH). Let me share a paragraph from EMH,
explaining why (emphasis mine):
There are many methods for singing the psalms in use today. Plainsong, certainly
the oldest known method in the history of the Church, must take place of preference.
… [T]he eight original psalm tones provide a melodic formula subservient to the text and simple
enough for any congregation to sing. Since repetition is the easiest
way to teach any form for music, these psalms have intentionally been set to the same chant (EMH,
p. 14).
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Plainsong, a rich, centuries-old tradition, focuses our minds and hearts on the text. It emphasizes that we are a
community; we chant in unison – we are one voice. At the same time, the different timbre of our voices, the
emotions we convey as we chant, combine to create a beautiful harmony. Those of you who are fans of
Canadian author, Louise Penny, may remember this powerful metaphor from her book A Beautiful Mystery.
During this season of Lent, the Christ Church choir will be sitting in pews in the back of the Nave, rather than
in the Chancel. There have been mixed opinions about the various placements of the choir that we have tried
and it seemed appropriate during Lent to try something different for several weeks. This will create a simpler,
less-cluttered space in the Chancel and will allow the choir to be part of (and to help lead) the congregational
singing. The choir will continue to sing an Offertory Anthem from the Chancel; that will not change. I’m
looking forward to trying this for several weeks and hearing your feedback over time.
Easter Choir
Would you like to join the choir for Easter? I would love to have additional voices for (anytime) and we are
especially in need of sopranos! What’s involved? Attendance at (at least) three rehearsals prior to Easter.
Rehearsals are on Wednesday, 5:30-7:00 pm. The Easter Choir will sing at the Great Vigil of Easter and on
Easter Sunday. If you would like to know more and/or are interested in singing, contact Merry Phillips at
merry@merryphillips.com or 445-0940.
Introducing David Powell
(co-written by Laura Rose and Merry Phillips)
It is a pleasure to introduce David Powell to those of you who may not know him and for those of you who do
know him, to share what he is currently doing. We have been blessed to have David return to sing at Christ
Church this past winter, both as a soloist and cantor, and in the choir. In addition, you have seen and will
continue to see David directing the choir on some Sundays.
David Powell has grown up singing in Christ Church since the age of five. When David was a junior at Eureka
High School, former music director Ken Hannaford started him on his current path of becoming an operatic
tenor. One Sunday angelic forces just happened to place him in the choir next to Ken for a special service,
after which Ken cornered David to tell him that he had the voice to succeed in opera. He promised to help
David achieve that goal once he got to HSU, but to our loss and heaven's gain Ken was taken from this earth
before that could occur.
Ken's encouragement became a life-long aim for David. After several years at HSU he studied opera at the
Boston Conservatory of Music, and later spent two years in New York studying with a renowned Julliard
faculty member. With the support of our parishioners, David has put on a half-dozen well-received concerts in
Christ Church to raise funds for his schooling, for which he is deeply grateful.
Upon returning to Eureka from New York where he was performing professionally, he completed obtaining
his M.F.A with Dell’Arte International School. His long-range goal is to use his voice to make his living
through singing opera, which will probably necessitate going to live in Europe while he establishes his place in
that music world.
At the present, David is active in local theater, and is in the process of recreating his voice studio. He loves to
work with all sorts of voices: women, men, and high-school voices, in whatever the style of music they love to
sing. David has considerable experience with jazz, Broadway and Celtic folk as well as popular music.
Anyone interested in taking lessons with David can reach him by text at (707) 616-4592 or by email at
davidbpowell@gmail.com
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ASHES & HUMILITY
Following is part of the Gospel reading for Ash Wednesday:
Matthew 6:1-6, NRSV.
“Beware of practicing your piety before others in order to be seen by them; for then you have no reward from your
Father in heaven. “So whenever you give alms, do not sound a trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in
the synagogues and in the streets, so that they may be praised by others. Truly I tell you, they have received
their reward. But when you give alms, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, so
that your alms may be done in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you. “And whenever
you pray, do not be like the hypocrites; for they love to stand and pray in the synagogues and at the street
corners, so that they may be seen by others. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward. But whenever
you pray, go into your room and shut the door and pray to your Father who is in secret; and your Father
who sees in secret will reward you.”
This scripture seems to be a clear warning that we never do anything to show off our piety. I find it interesting that
even Wikipedia has the following to say about the meaning of piety: “A common element in most conceptions of
piety is humility.” If our Lord & Wikipedia instruct us to be humble as we worship, I can only conclude that it
must be a human tendency to want to be seen by others as being pious. However, Jesus makes it exceedingly clear
that if I act pious in order to be seen by others, then I have no reward from my Father in Heaven. No reward!
Zero! Nada! None!
It is in our Anglican tradition to get together on Ash Wednesday and have ashes spread prominently on our
foreheads in the shape of the cross. Afterwards, it is custom to not wash these ashes off until the end of the day.
Well, the question that becomes obvious is, are we not doing so in order to display our PIETY? How do I square
this practice with the above words of Our Lord?
I would suggest the following. When the priest imposes the ashes he says, “Remember, dust thou art, and unto
dust shalt thou return.” This indicates that the purpose of the imposition of the ashes is to remind us that we are
quite certainly going to face death and all the fear that is implied in that. Surely the message of the Love of God
for us, for ALL of us, is the only understanding that allows us to overcome our fear of dying through the
assurance of our resurrection. The end of Lent brings us to Easter, the celebration of the resurrection of Jesus,
which is the proof our own resurrection to come. The journey from ash imposition onward through Lent
culminates in the victory of Easter. That victory is over all the powers & principalities that rule us & deceive us by
our fears of dying, of being no more. If we begin this journey with the clear understanding that we are totally in
the hands of Our Father, our Creator, humbly accepting his reign over us & over the whole of creation, then our
hearts will become warmer & bolder within the light of His Love for us.
SO, be careful to not become proud of those ashes! Humbly sit quietly in the light of Love! Remember, “…Your
Father who sees in secret will reward you.” Deep inside of each of us is the heart of Jesus. Let that absorb your
attention. “We entreat you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. For our sake he made him to be sin who
knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.” (2 Corinthians 5:20, NRSV.)
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LAY MINISTRIES
Lent and Easter are a perfect time to join one of the below groups. We have so many very special services and
the more of you who volunteer the more enjoyable and inspirational they become. .
Lynne Bean
Elizabeth Harper-Lawson
Bob Hines
Vickie Patton
Anne Pierson
Sanford Pyron
Marty Vega
Susan Whaley

Coffee Hour
Eucharistic Visitors
Contribution Counters
Story Corner
Acolytes and Eucharistic Ministers
Announcers
Lectors and Intercessors
Ushers and Greeters

822-6086
445-1726
445-8974
443-1825
442-2025
444-0968
443-9782
445-2924

Marty

FOOD FOR PEOPLE
FOOD FOR PEOPLE thanks you again and again. When I set the goal of 500 pounds of perishables for the
year, well I was being hopeful, I thought that if we could do 50 pounds a month we would really reach that
goal. You out did your selves on January with 62 pounds plus oranges and a can opener. So far for February
we have almost reached 50 pounds and there is still another pickup to go. So all I can say is thank you , thank
you and please keep it up if you can.
Bev Olson

THAT BLUE BOX AND UTO - WHAT'S IT ABOUT?
UTO stands for United Thank Offering - and the Blue Box, which once was referred to as a 'mite box' is for
you to drop coins into as you give thank to God for large and small blessings that brighten your life and the lives
of those around you. The coins add up rapidly and provide a major source of grants for The Episcopal Church
to build churches and schools, make needed renovations, feed the hungry, clothe the poor, provide shelter for
the homeless, and provide care and support for those with physical, mental, and emotional challenges.
The Spring UTO ingathering traditionally takes place on or Ascension Sunday, the Christian feast day
commemorating the ascension of Jesus into Heaven. This year Ascension Day is Thursday, May 30, 40 days
after Easter. Ascension Sunday is June 2.
Count your blessings and fill your Blue Box with coins. Plan to return your United Thank Offering at the end of
May! (Need a box? Check in the Heritage Room. Or if your box is overflowing, turn it in and start a new one!)
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NEW SOCKS, DRY FEET, WARM FEET - A BLESSING!
"...for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to eat...I was naked and you
gave me clothing." (Matthew 25:35--36a)
Again during this Lent, we will be collecting new children's and adult socks to be blessed on Palm Sunday. The
children's socks will be delivered to the Foster Family Resource Center and the adult socks to Betty Chinn's Day
Center.
This winter when we have had wet shoes, wet socks, and cold feet during our many rainy and cold days and nights,
most of us have been able to go home and change into dry socks and shoes or slippers and turn up the heat. But
not everyone is able to do this - and not everyone even has a second pair of socks! This is a wonderful
opportunity for you to share with our less fortunate brothers and sisters by bringing your donations of socks. Let's
fill the box in the Heritage Room!
---Peg Gardner

LOOKING AHEAD: HOLY WEEK REHEARSALS
Rehearsal for Palm Sunday and Palm Cross Folding: Saturday, April 13 at 12:30. Pizza will be served.
Rehearsal for the Easter Vigil: Saturday, April 20 at 12:30. Sandwiches will be served.
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MEET DAN & MARTY VEGA
Dan and Marty were both born in Los Angeles and married
in 1972. During driving vacations, they often explored this
part of the coast and eventually decided it would make a
great place to retire. In 1987, Marty’s job at Bank of
America allowed a move half-way here, to Concord. In
1996, she was able to telecommute from the old Eureka
Main Branch. Meanwhile, Dan worked for TAD Technical
agency in Concord, and retired when they moved here in
1996. Marty retired in 2000.
While both Marty and Dan were baptized in a Lutheran
church, they often visited other denominations, and
discovered Christ Church during the Ecumenical Lenten Soup Suppers. A class about being an Episcopalian,
offered by Father Ron, convinced them that this is where they were meant to be.

MEET CINDY WOODS
My roots run deep as part of a Nebraskan farming family. The youngest of
four children, I spent my first twenty-five years of life in a state that lies in
both the Great Plains and the Midwestern United States. My maternal
grandfather was a Methodist minister and my mother was the quintessential
church lady. Needless to say, my second home was church. I graduated from
a four-year college in Iowa and soon thereafter made the grand leap from rural
to metropolitan life by moving to City of Angels – Los Angeles, California.
I worked and live in Los Angeles and Orange Counties for 35 years. During
that time, I joined All Saints Episcopal Church in Pasadena and never looked
back after finding what would become my new church home. I have a deep
commitment to peace and justice issues including the homeless and
environmental concerns.
My partner Kelly and I have been married for over twenty-two years and have survived numerous family and
personal house remodel projects. Kelly is a talented home remodeler and we have determined that it must be our
hobby. We decided to embark on a journey to the Northwest and settled in Arcata in December 2009. There are
many reasons people make decisions about where they will live. St. Alban’s Episcopal, the Farmers’ Market and
the University were all part of our deciding factors. Music, religious studies, gardening, hiking and cooking are all
activities that interest me and occupy my time.
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CONCERT ORGANIST COMING TO CHRIST
CHURCH
Jonathan Dimmock, an internationally-acclaimed
concert organist from the Bay Area, will give us a
performance on our brilliant Kegg organ on Friday, March
8th, at 7:30 PM. Suggested donation at the door is $15.00.
Jonathan Dimmock has been praised as a performer
of "power and flaming brio" (Eskilstuna-Kuriren, Sweden) as
well as for his "musicianship, taste, and unostentatious virtuosity" (Adelaide Advertiser, Australia). A graduate of
Oberlin Conservatory and Yale University, he has held musical posts at Westminster Abbey (the only American
to have been an Organ Scholar) and three American cathedrals, including Grace Cathedral in San Francisco.
His teachers and mentors have been some of the finest in the world, including Olivier Messiaen, Jean Langlais,
Harald Vogel, William Porter, Thomas Murray, and others of similar stature.
He is currently the organist for the San Francisco Symphony, principal organist at the California Palace
of the Legion of Honor, organist and choir director at St. Ignatius Church and Congregation Sherith Israel (in
SF), and he teaches at Sonoma State University.
Far more than being just an organist with 50 CDs and a Grammy award-winning recording of Mahler's
Eighth Symphony with the SF Symphony, Dimmock has been widely featured on National Public Radio, the
BBC, and numerous other stations for his diversified talents and wide interests in choral conducting
and entrepreneurial skills. He is co-founder of the American Bach Soloists (who perform in the Bay Area), the
acclaimed Artists' Vocal Ensemble which specializes in Renaissance vocal polyphony, and he founded "The
Resonance Project," a non-profit which uses music in international conflict resolution. He states that he is
"deeply committed to healing our broken world through the beauty of music, and he talks eagerly on the
subjects of spirituality, psychology, aesthetics, and the Arts".
We have an exciting recital in store for us! The program includes:
(1) a Baroque masterpiece, the Magnificat primi toni by Dietrich Buxtehude; a dramatic multi-sectional work
with brilliant improvisatory splashes of keyboard virtuosity contrasting with polyphonic fugal sections, a section
of slow, lamenting suspended sounds, and a dance-like gigue section, all ending with a fortissimo, brilliant
climax. North German fire and brimstone at its best!
(2) an organ transcription of "Hoe-Down," the concluding exuberant dance from Aaron Copland's ballet music
RODEO (1942). The music draws from several American folk tunes in describing the Champion Roper and the
Cowgirl as they dance, in a scene from the 19th century American Southwest.
(3) another organ description of American folklore, entitled Appalachian Triptych, composed by David Hegarty
and commissioned by Jonathan Dimmock. This is a very audience-friendly, descriptive piece (one part is entitled
"Shenandoah"). The composer has been the organist of the Castro Theater in San Francisco since 1978.
(4) arguably the most famous pipe organ composition in the world, the brilliant "Toccata" from Symphony #5 by
Charles-Marie Widor. We will hear the entire Symphony, which consists of 5 movements which are in
contrasting styles, including a declamatory, march-like opening and several quieter, more lyrical passages. The
"Toccata" will, doubtless, shake the walls of the nave and leave us breathless, especially in the hands of this
superb organist!
A reception in Lewis Hall will follow the performance. Come and enjoy this entertaining evening of
music on our fine organ. All are welcome!
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THE CYCLES OF PRAYERS FOR OUR DIOCESE
AND THE ANGLICAN COMMUNION
Please pray for the diocese’, congregations, and clergy listed below on the Diocesan and Anglican cycles of prayer
as well as those prayers requested by our Bishop, Dean and Diocesan Search Committee.
Every Sunday, our Bishop, the Rt. Rev. Barry L. Beisner, requests we pray for:
The Diocese of Jerusalem, The Most Rev. Suheil Dawani, Archbishop and Primate for the Province of Jerusalem
and the Middle East, the Diocese of Jerusalem, and for the Christians in the Holy Land
Every Sunday, the Diocesan Search & Transition Committees request that we pray:
Look graciously on your Church, and so guide the newly elected bishop for our Diocese, The Rev. Canon Megan
Traquair, that she may serve as a faithful pastor, care for your people and equip us for our ministries.
Every Sunday, The Very Rev. Sara Potter, Dean of our Semper Virens Deanery, has asked us to pray for:
The congregations of our Deanery and especially for the people of Saints Martha & Mary, in Trinidad - that they
discover new and sustainable ways to glorify God, follow Jesus Christ, and serve all people through the power of
the Holy Spirit in Trinidad.
Specific Sunday Prayers for our diocese and the Anglican Communion:
March 3, Pray for:
Diocesan Cycle of Prayer:
St. Luke’s, Galt, The Rev. Barbara Elizabeth Nixon, Vicar, The Rev. James Townsend, Associate
Anglican Cycle of Prayer:
The Most Revd Héctor (Tito) Zavala Muñoz, Bishop of Santiago & Primate of the Iglesia
Anglicana de Chile
March 10, Pray for:
Diocesan Cycle of Prayer:
Emmanuel Episcopal Church, Grass Valley, The Rev. Seth Kellermann, Rector, The Very Rev.
Canon Mary Hauck, Associate, The Rev. Dr. Richard Johnson, Associate, The Rev.
Mark Parker, Associate, The Van. Gary Brown, Deacon, The Rev. Dr. David Davidson-Methot,
Associate, The Rev. Phil Reinheimer, Associate
Anglican Cycle of Prayer:
The Most Revd Zacharie Masimango Katanda, Archbishop of the Congo & Bishop of Kindu
March 17, Pray for:
Diocesan Cycle of Prayer:
St. Timothy’s Episcopal Church, Gridley, and The Rev. John Harris, Vicar, and The Rev. Dan
Boeger, Deacon
Anglican Cycle of Prayer:
The Church of England and The Most Rev and Rt hon Justin Welby, Archbishop of Canterbury
March 24, Pray for:
Diocesan Cycle of Prayer:
Shepherd by the Sea Episcopal Mission, Gualala, and The Rev. James Knutsen, Advisory Pastor
and The Rev. Margaret Otte, Advisory Paster (Affiliated with the Evangelical Lutheran Church
in America)
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Anglican Cycle of Prayer:
The Most Revd Paul Kwong, Archbishop of Hong Kong Sheng Kung Hui & Bishop of Hong
Kong
March 31, Pray for:
Diocesan Cycle of Prayer:
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, Healdsburg, and The Rev. Sally Hanes Hubbell, Rector
Anglican Cycle of Prayer:
The Most Revd James Richard Wong Yin Song, Archbishop, Province of Indian Ocean & Bishop
of the Seychelles
April 7, Pray for:
Diocesan Cycle of Prayer:
St Patrick’s Episcopal Church, Kenwood, and The Rev. Doyle Dietz Allen, Rector, The Rev.
Karen King, Associate, The Rev. Donna Ross, Associate, and The Rev. Marcia Rivenberg
Tyriver, Deacon
Anglican Cycle of Prayer:
The Most Revd Richard Lionel Clarke, Archbishop of Armagh and Primate of All Ireland and
Metropolitan
If you wish to offer prayers daily for the church in the world, our Anglican Cycle of Prayer has a daily list of
diocese and clergy who would benefit from your prayer ministry. This list can be obtained via this website:
amp…2018…full.pdf. If you do not have a computer, I would be glad to make a copy of the 2018 Anglican Cycle
of Prayer for you.
Anne Pierson,
Deacon

Julie Cairns

March 3

Fr. Daniel London

March 6

Steve & Margaret Cole

March 15

Paul & Pam Gossard

March 17

Katherine Clague

March 18

Heidi Erickson

March 18

Bev Olson

March 18

Ashley Hamer

March 20

Angus Stewart

March 22

Patricia Toy

March 22

Andrew Hamer

March 29

Jacqueline Moore

March 29

Greg Bean

March 31

Lois Gossard

March 31

James Hendry

March 31
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BOOK REVIEW BY FR. DANIEL
As published in Biblical Theology Bulletin, February 2019

The Parables after Jesus: Their Imaginative Receptions across Two Millennia.
By David B. Gowler.
Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Academic, 2017. Pp xv + 301. Paper, $29.99.
Gowler’s book provides a tour through the history of Christian engagement with Jesus’s parables, briefly
introducing an extensive array of authors and artists. Structured chronologically, the book highlights approximately
a dozen representatives of the following five historical eras: Antiquity, Middle Ages, 16th and 17th centuries, 18th
and 19th centuries, and 20th and 21st centuries. In an attempt to “balance depth and breadth” (p. 2), Gowler
includes a wide range of diverse voices that end up offering immense breadth at the expense of depth. The many
insightful interpretations of the parables invite the reader to return to works and authors whose surface may have
only been scratched.
I would recommend the book to students, scholars and ministers interested in reception history and biblical
spirituality. However, I would not recommend it as an introduction to the parables themselves, as other books are
better suited for that purpose, including Gowler’s previous book What Are They Saying About the
Parables? (2000).
The first chapter, which covers Antiquity, introduces the reader not only to the works of major patristic
theologians, but also to ancient Christian hymns, Gnostic texts, Byzantine mosaics, illuminated manuscripts, and
art of the Roman catacombs. Interpreters of this era primarily employed allegorical method in deciphering the
parables, leading many to see Jesus symbolized in the character of the Good Samaritan and in the fattened calf of
16

the Prodigal Son’s banquet. In this chapter, Gowler also includes contributions from Macrina the Younger, who,
he argues, “deserves a more significant place in scholarly discussions of fourth-century Christianity” (p. 47).
In the Middle Ages, allegorical readings combine with more tropological interpretations, which grow especially
prevalent in the works of Gregory the Great, Bonaventure, Theophylact, and Hildegard of Bingen, who interpret
the puzzling Parable of the Dishonest Manager as a call to practice generosity and prudence. This chapter includes
a poet (John Gower), a playwright (Antonia Pulci), a painter (Albrecht Dürer), and a popular pilgrimage site
(Chartres cathedral). Perhaps most fascinating is the inclusion of the Sahih al-Bukhari, a collection of hadith,
containing versions of the Parable of the Day Laborers, in which Jews and Christians are the disgruntled laborers
who work long hours while the Muslims are those who begin work later in the day and receive the same payment.
The 16th and 17th centuries witness a decline in the use of the allegorical method, which Luther describes as
foolish and even vomit-inducing. In seeking to ascertain the “original” meaning of parables, Calvin anticipates
modern historical-critical methods of biblical interpretation. John Bunyan uses the Parable of the Pharisee and
Publican to lambast hypocrisy in the Church of England, and Roger Williams uses the Parable of the Wheat and
Tares to champion Jesus as an advocate of religious liberty. Although I disagree with Gowler’s claim that
references to serving people in need within the hymns of Anna Jansz of Rotterdam are references to the Parable
of the Sheep and Goats, her inclusion is still most welcome in a chapter dominated by male voices. Also welcome
is the inclusion of Shakespeare and Herbert, whose parable-inspired works demonstrate the drama and poetry
inherent in Jesus’s teachings.
The 18th and 19th centuries see the emergence of modern historical-critical scholarship, spearheaded by Adolf
Jülicher’s Die Gleichnisreden Jesu, which argues that scholars must differentiate between the original parables as told
by Jesus and the parables as told by the Gospel authors. Tolstoy and Frederick Douglass emphasize the potential
of the parables to galvanize Christians towards social acts of charity, compassion, and liberation.
In the 20th and 21st centuries, the parables serve as foundational metaphors for novels by Flannery O’Connor and
Octavia Butler, sermons by Martin Luther King Jr, artwork by Thomas Hart Benton, and a blues ballad by Rev.
Robert Wilkins. Gowler includes voices from Latin America (Elsa Tamez, Solentiname), who describe the Parable
of the Rich Man and Lazarus as a reminder that the wealthy enjoy their affluence often at the expense of the poor.
Also included in this chapter is the critical work of Jewish professor David Flusser, who situates Jesus within his
Jewish context, highlighting similarities between Jesus’s parables and rabbinic meshalim. Gowler concludes with the
insights of Buddhist monk Thich Nhat Hanh who uses imagery from the Parable the Sower to teach that “Nirvana
is simply the kingdom of God” and the “seed of the Kingdom of God is within us . . . Available here and
now” (pp.250–51).
The book’s cover illustration is a painting by the 19th century French artist James Tissot titled The Sower (Le
semeur). The painting is appropriate not only because of the relative ubiquity of the Parable of the Sower
throughout the book and the book’s generous inclusion of visual art, but also because the book demonstrates
how the parables themselves function as seeds in the fertile imaginations of individuals and communities
throughout history, growing, branching out, and yielding an abundance of fruit.
Daniel DeForest London
School for Deacons
Berkeley CA 94709
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Sun

3 Last Epiphany
8:00 Holy Eucharist
10:30 Holy Eucharist
10:40 Sunday School

10 1 Lent
Daylight Savings
8:00 Holy Eucharist
10:30 Holy Eucharist
10:40 Sunday School

17 2 Lent
Fresh Produce
8:00 Holy Eucharist
10:30 Holy Eucharist
10:40 Sunday School
24 3 Lent
8:00 Holy Eucharist
10:30 Holy Eucharist
10:40 Sunday School
31 4 Lent
8:00 Holy Eucharist
10:30 Holy Eucharist
10:40 Sunday School

Mon

4
Office closed

11
Office closed

18
Office closed

25 The Annunciation
Office closed

13
12:00 ECW
5:30 Choir Practice

6 Ash Wednesday
9:30 Quilters...Plus
12:00 Holy Eucharist
3:00 Ashes to Go
5:30 Choir Practice
7:00 Holy Eucharist

14
12:00 Centering
Prayer Group

7
12:00 Centering
Prayer Group

Thu

20
5:30 Choir Practice

27
5:30 Choir Practice

28
12:00 Centering
Prayer Group
5:30 Vestry

21
12:00 Centering
Prayer Group

Wed

March 2019
Tue

5 Shrove Tuesday
7:00 Compline

12
5:30 Pancake Supper
7:00 Compline

19 St. Joseph
5:30 Celtic
Christianity
7:00 Compline
26
5:30 Celtic
Christianity
7:00 Compline

2

Sat
1

9
11:00 Sacred Saunter

Fri

8

7:30 Organ Concert

15

22

23
11:00 Sacred Saunter

16
11:00 Sacred Saunter

29

30
11:00 Sacred Saunter
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