Rector’s Report Sunday March 29, 2020
On Shrove Tuesday (Feb 25), the Associates of the Community of the Transfiguration gathered at the
Transfiguration House for Eucharist and lunch. Christ Church then hosted the Annual Shrove Tuesday
Pancake Dinner, thanks to Vickie Patton and her many helpers. Although our attendance was lower than
usual (due to growing concern about COVID-19), we had a wonderful feast along with an introduction to
Lent Madness and the burning of the palms. On March 1, the Humboldt County Historical Society
released the Spring 2020 issue of the Humboldt Historian featuring two articles about Christ Church
Eureka: one article written by parishioner Catherine Mace about our church’s 150-year-old history and
another article including entries from Bishop William Ingraham Kip’s journal entries from 1871, when he
visited Eureka to consecrate Christ Church.

On Sunday (March 1), I began teaching an Inquirers / Confirmation Class after the 10:30 am service. On
March 4, my clergy support group also met at the Transfiguration House for a meeting and an early
birthday celebration. On my birthday (March 6), Ashley and I attended the opening of a photography
exhibit at HSU by Dave Woody, where I met the new university president Tom Jackson Jr. We then
attended the performance of “The Complete Works of Shakespeare” by the Reduced Shakespeare
Company at the Van Duzer Theatre. I’m glad we began Sacred Saunters before the first Sunday of Lent
so that we were able to have two Saunters this Lent instead of just one.

On Tuesday (March 3), I led a class on the Fourth Gospel and the Five Senses during the Lenten Soup
Supper. During the first week of March, we placed a new sculpture (“Our Good Angels” by Connie
Butler) in the chapel courtyard and we hung up a framed portrait of Bishop Megan Traquair in the
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narthex. On Saturday evening (March 7), we held a beautiful memorial service for Irene Hannaford. On
Monday (March 9), I met with Irene’s family at Ferndale Cemetery to inter Irene’s ashes. On Tuesday
(March 10), I led a class on the Fourth Gospel and the Five Senses for the Lenten Soup Supper. This
month’s special sesquicentennial events with guests Anne Holcomb and Betty Chinn were postponed as
a result of COVID-19 concerns.

On Thursday (March 12), Bishop Megan directed all the congregations of the dioceses to cease
gathering for regular Sunday worship and to offer worship using online tools. We live-streamed Friday
Morning Prayer on March 13 through Facebook Live (currently 146 views) and then live-streamed
Sunday Morning Eucharist on March 15 (currently 501 views). The video recordings remain on the
Facebook page and then I download them and upload them to the Christ Church YouTube page.
On March 16, I received the final draft of the cover of my book Theodicy and Spirituality in the
Fourth Gospel (see page 4). The book is available for pre-order on Amazon, but will not be released until
late April. I’m glad I was able to show the final draft to my father Bob London because early on Thursday
morning (March 19), he passed away after a long battle with acute myeloid leukemia at MD Anderson
hospital in Houston TX. I’m deeply grateful for all the sympathy cards and messages I have received from
parishioners. At midnight on March 19, the Humboldt County ‘shelter-in-place’ took effect so I decided
to observe the Jewish practice of “sitting shiva” in order to grieve for my Jewish father from March 19 –
25. During this time, I offered Morning Prayer on Sunday March 22 (209 views) along with Compline on
Tuesday nights and Morning Prayer on Friday mornings. All in-person meetings on campus have been
cancelled.

Because I stayed home last Sunday, I asked Bishop Megan if we could transfer Laetare Sunday to
this Sunday March 29 so that we can claim our hope and joy in the promise of the resurrection during
this time of death and despair, while singing “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee.” The bishop gave us
permission and I have invited parishioners to send pictures of themselves wearing pink, as is the Laetare
Sunday tradition. I am currently considering other creative ways for us, as a church, to feel connected
during this time of isolation and to uphold our core value of fellowship.
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Thank you so much, Christ Church Eureka Vestry, for the lovely lemon tree!
- Ashley L. Bacchi
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