Rector’s Report (submitted to Christ Church Eureka vestry on October 24, 2020)
I’m writing this report after celebrating Holy Eucharist with about 40 parishioners outside the
chapel. There were three participants who attended Christ Church Eureka for the very first time
in person. During the service, David Lochtie painted a portrait of our holy time together and
then showed it to us before the final blessing. You can watch a recording of the Eucharist here:
https://www.facebook.com/ChristChurchEureka/videos/1028539154241130. After Eucharist, I
visited Jane Bermudez and gave her a loaf of pear bread, a jar of pear sauce, and a sympathy
card. We prayed together and discussed the recent loss of her twin sister and brother-in-law.

-

October kicked off with a creative and successful, virtual Stewardship Dinner on
Saturday night October 3rd that included boxed meals from Plaza Grill for parishioners to
pick up, a St. Francis Pet Blessings drive thru, an online auction hosted by Fred and
Jackie Moore (which earned over $1200), a dinner conversation about gratitude on
zoom, a presentation about stewardship, and a virtual choir performance of “Great is
Thy Faithfulness.”

-

Since October is our stewardship month, we have been recording Stewardship
Testimonies from parishioners (Marita Musante, Karen and Dan Price, Gail Freeman,
Daniel Hafer and Steven Preston) and sharing them on Facebook and our weekly email
updates. We still hope to record a testimony from Matthew Taylor before the end of the
month. You can watch the Stewardship Dinner Presentation and Stewardship
Testimonies here:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sKWgORfnGIU&list=PLvn6cuSUjruMaYpy9Mfl0Sj3HszD3oWx

-

On Sunday October 4, I recorded Mother Lesley’s Confirmation Class on Introducing the
Prayer Book and I’m currently editing it so that those who missed the class can make it
up. I will be leading a Confirmation Class on the Sacraments on Sunday Nov 1.

-

On Monday October 5, I led an orientation meeting on the eConsecration Sunday
Stewardship program for Christ Church Sausalito.
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-

On Wednesday October 7, I began teaching my class (the Gospel of John: Theodicy and
Spirituality) for the Center for Bible Study, which includes participants from Christ
Church Eureka, St. Alban’s Arcata, St. Francis Fortuna and other parishes in the diocese.
(One participant is a woman named Mary Jane who moved here with her husband Tony
in February from Sunnyvale. They are both very interested in becoming members of
Christ Church. I gave them a tour of the church campus on Friday October 23rd.) The
class will continue on Wednesday afternoons (1 – 3 PM) until Nov 11.

-

On Saturday October 10, I participated in the Deanery Convocation with our delegates
and alternates.

-

Also on Saturday October 10, Ashley and I participated in the Walk to End Alzheimer’s
by hiking through Arcata Community Forest as “Team Transfiguration.”

-

I was invited once again to write an article based on the readings for Christmas Day for
the Modern Metanoia blog. The post is due by Nov 1.

-

On October 15, I met with the Commission on Ministry to interview transitional deacons
in the diocese about advancing to the priesthood. I am now part of a COM
subcommittee on spiritual direction for aspirants, postulants, and candidates.

-

On October 17, we had a refreshing vestry retreat outdoors from 10 to 11:30 AM at
Deacon Anne Pierson’s home, where we read portions from Michael Curry’s new book
Love is the Way (copies were given to each vestry member) and we shared times in our
lives when we felt closest to God before celebrating Eucharist together. I also shared
plans for Sacred Saunters on Deacon Anne’s property during Advent (Dec 5, 12, 19).
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-

Following up on my doctor’s appointment in September, I met with Dr. Libre Johnson
again on October 20 and it turns out that I currently do not need medication for
elevated blood pressure and cholesterol, but I need to keep exercising and dieting.

-

On October 20, I met with Annalee Veach and her sister Mollie to discuss the possible
placement of their grandfather’s portraits of the apostles. They both like the idea of
placing them in Lewis Hall: 4 above the kitchen door and 8 above the entrance door and
cork boards.

-

From October 18 to 23, Paul and Merry and David and Thomas and I have been working
many hours to record and edit footage for the All Hallows’ Eve Spooktacular Concert
which will premiere today (Sunday October 25) at 4 PM here:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0-dD66ZdJOA

3

