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Welcome to Christ Church Eureka, where we seek to glorify God, follow Jesus Christ, and serve all people 
through the power of the Holy Spirit.  Whoever you are and wherever you are in your spiritual journey, your 

presence enriches us.  We hope you prayerfully consider making Christ Church your home church. 
 

 
  

 

 

 

SERVING THIS MORNING 
  

OFFICIANT   The Rev. Dr. Daniel D. London 

DEACONS   The Venerable Pam Gossard 
    The Rev. Anne Pierson 
 

READERS   Peg Gardner 
    Bob Hines 
    Catherine Mace 
    Steve Preston 
    Bill Walser 
 

LAY ASSISTANTS  Royal McCarthy 
    John Patton 
 

 

ORGANIST   Merry Phillips 

CANTOR/SOLOIST  David B. Powell 

ALTAR GUILD   Katherine Clague  
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

PERMISSIONS:  The texts of the Old Testament, Epistle and Gospel lessons are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, 

copyright 1989. Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Church of Christ in the USA. Used by permission. 

All rights reserved.  • The Collects, Psalms and Canticles are from the Book of Common Prayer, 1979. Public domain. Reprint 

and Podcast of service music and hymns under One License 734882-A 
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During this ancient service of Lessons and Carols, rooted in the English tradition, may your 
hearts and minds find openness as we hear the story of the coming of the Savior 

through these scriptures and carols. 
 
 
 
 

❖   ORDER OF SERVICE   ❖ 

 
The people’s responses are in bold 
 
OPENING VOLUNTARY 

Prelude on Es ist ein Ros’ entsprungen, Op. 122, No. 8                         Johannes Brahms 

 

MATINS RESPONSORY 
 

Cantor 1:    I look from afar:  

Cantor 2:    and lo, I see the power of God coming, and a cloud covering the whole earth. 

Cantor 1:    Go ye out to meet him and say:  

All:    Tell us, art thou he that should come to reign over thy people Israel? 

Cantor 1:    High and low, rich and poor, one with another: 

All:    go ye out to meet him and say: 

Cantor 2:    Hear, O thou Shepherd of Israel, thou that leadest Joseph like a sheep:  

All:    Tell us, art thou he that should come? 

Cantor 2:  Stir up thy strength O Lord, and come 

All:     to rule thy people Israel. 

Cantor 1 & 2: Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost.  

 
Please stand in body or spirit for the Prayers 
 
ADVENT WREATH LIGHTING                                                   
 

The Officiant says 
 
Blessed are you, O Lord our God, ruler of the universe. You call all nations to walk in your light and to seek 
your ways of justice and peace, for the night is past, and the dawn of your coming is near. Bless us as we light 
the first candle of this wreath. Rouse us from sleep, that we may be ready to greet our Lord when he comes for 
he is our light and our salvation. Blessed be God forever. Amen. 
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HYMN AT PROCESSION                            SUNG BY ALL                                           

    O COME, O COME, EMMANUEL  (Veni, veni Emmanuel)                                                The Hymnal #56 
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THE BIDDING PRAYER 

Beloved in Christ, in this season of Advent, let it be our care and delight to prepare ourselves to hear again the 
message of the Angels, and in heart and mind to go even unto Bethlehem, to see the Babe lying in a manger. 
 

Let us read and mark in Holy Scripture the tale of the loving purposes of God from the first days of our disobedience 
unto the glorious Redemption brought us by his holy Child; and let us look forward to the yearly remembrance of 
his birth with hymns and songs of praise. 
 

But first, let us pray for the needs of his whole world; for peace and goodwill over all the earth; for the mission and 
unity of the Church for which he died, and especially in this country and within this city. 
 

And because this of all things would rejoice his heart, let us at this time remember in his name the poor and the 
helpless; the hungry and the oppressed; the sick and those who mourn; the lonely and the unloved; the aged and 
the little children; and all those who know not the Lord Jesus, or who love him not, or who by sin have grieved his 
heart of love. 
 

Lastly, let us remember before God his pure and lowly Mother, and all those who rejoice with us, but upon another 
shore and in a greater light, that multitude which no one can number, whose hope was in the Word made flesh, 
and with whom, in this Lord Jesus, we for evermore are one. 
 

These prayers and praises let us humbly offer up to the throne of heaven, in the words which Christ himself hath 
taught us:  
 
Together saying 
 

 
 

Officiant 

The Almighty God bless us with his grace; Christ give us the joys of everlasting life; and unto the fellowship of 
the citizens above may the King of Angels bring us all. Amen.      
    
 
Please be seated for the Lessons. 
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THE FIRST LESSON • Genesis 3:1-15                                  Reader: Peg Gardner 
 

Adam and Eve rebel against God and are cast out of the Garden of Eden 
 

Now the serpent was more crafty than any other wild animal that the LORD God had made. He said to the woman, 
"Did God say, `You shall not eat from any tree in the garden'?" The woman said to the serpent, "We may eat of the 
fruit of the trees in the garden; but God said, `You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the middle of the 
garden, nor shall you touch it, or you shall die.'" But the serpent said to the woman, "You will not die; for God 
knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil." So when 
the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be 
desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate; and she also gave some to her husband, who was with her, 
and he ate. Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves 
together and made loincloths for themselves. 
 

They heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden at the time of the evening breeze, and the man and 
his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God among the trees of the garden. But the LORD God 
called to the man, and said to him, "Where are you?" He said, "I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was 
afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself." He said, "Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from 
the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?" The man said, "The woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave 
me fruit from the tree, and I ate." Then the LORD God said to the woman, "What is this that you have done?" The 
woman said, "The serpent tricked me, and I ate." The LORD God said to the serpent, "Because you have done this, 
cursed are you among all animals and among all wild creatures; upon your belly you shall go, and dust you shall eat 
all the days of your life. I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspring and hers; he will 
strike your head, and you will strike his heel." 
 

Please stand in body or spirit and join in singing. 
 

CAROL                                                           SUNG BY ALL  
      

    SAVIOR OF THE NATIONS, COME!  (Nun komm, der Heiden Heiland)                             The Hymnal #54     
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THE SECOND LESSON • Isaiah 40:1-11                                    Reader: Catherine Mace  
 

God comforts his people and calls on them to prepare for redemption 
 

Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her that she has served her 
term, that her penalty is paid, that she has received from the Lord’s hand double for all her sins. A voice cries out: 
“In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, make straight in the desert a highway for our God. Every valley shall 
be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made low; the uneven ground shall become level, and the rough places 
a plain. Then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all people shall see it together, for the mouth of the Lord 
has spoken.” A voice says, “Cry out!” And I said, “What shall I cry?” All people are grass, their constancy is like the 
flower of the field. The grass withers, the flower fades, when the breath of the Lord blows upon it; surely the people 
are grass. The grass withers, the flower fades; but the word of our God will stand forever. Get you up to a high 
mountain, O Zion, herald of good tidings; lift up your voice with strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings, lift 
it up, do not fear; say to the cities of Judah, “Here is your God!” See, the Lord God comes with might, and his arm 
rules for him; his reward is with him, and his recompense before him. He will feed his flock like a shepherd; he will 
gather the lambs in his arms, and carry them in his bosom, and gently lead the mother sheep. 

 
CAROL 
 

    Comfort Ye My People (from Handel’s Messiah)                                                                            G.F. Handel  
                                                                                                                                                David Powell, Soloist 

 
THE THIRD LESSON • Jeremiah 23:5-6                                      Reader: Steven Preston 
 

I will raise up for David a righteous branch 
 

The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will raise up for David a righteous Branch, and he shall reign as 
king and deal wisely, and shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. In his days Judah will be saved and 
Israel will live in safety. And this is the name by which he will be called: “The LORD is our righteousness.” 
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Please stand in body or spirit and join in singing. 
 
CAROL                                                SUNG BY ALL 
 

   CANTICLE OF THE TURNING  (Star of the County Down)                                              Arr. Mark Hayes 
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THE FOURTH LESSON •Isaiah 11:1-10                                          Reader:  Bill Walser 
 

The Spirit of the Lord will rest upon the Holy One. 
 

A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his roots. The spirit of the LORD 
shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge 
and the fear of the LORD. His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or 
decide by what his ears hear; but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for the meek 
of the earth; he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the 
wicked. Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, and faithfulness the belt around his loins. The wolf shall 
live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the kid, the calf and the lion and the fatling together, and a little 
child shall lead them. The cow and the bear shall graze, their young shall lie down together; and the lion shall eat 
straw like the ox. The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put its hand on 
the adder's den. They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain; for the earth will be full of the knowledge 
of the LORD as the waters cover the sea. On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the 
nations shall inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The Peaceable Kingdom - John August Swanson 
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Please stand in body or spirit and join in singing. 
 
CAROL                                             SUNG BY ALL  
 
    LO, HOW A ROSE E’ER BLOOMING   (Es ist ein Ros)                                                       The Hymnal #81 
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THE FIFTH LESSON • Micah 5:2-5a                                                 Reader:  The Venerable Pam Gossard 
 

The one who is to rule Israel will be born in the village of Bethlehem. 
 
But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans of Judah, from you shall come forth for me one 
who is to rule in Israel, whose origin is from of old, from ancient days. Therefore he shall give them up until the 
time when she who is in labor has brought forth; then the rest of his kindred shall return to the people of Israel. 
And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the Lord, in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God. 
And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great to the ends of the earth; and he shall be the one of peace. 

 
CAROL 
 
    Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence                                                                                                       Lani Smith 
                                                                                                                             The Christ Church Virtual Choir 

 
THE SIXTH LESSON • Luke 1:26-38                                               Reader:  The Rev. Anne Pierson 
 

The Angel Gabriel announces to the Virgin Mary that she will bear the Son of the Most High. 
 

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a 
man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin's name was Mary. And he came to her and said, 
"Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you." But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort 
of greeting this might be. The angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And 
now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be great, and will be 
called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. He will reign 
over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end." Mary said to the angel, "How can this 
be, since I am a virgin?" The angel said to her, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most 
High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. And now, your 
relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her who was said to be 
barren. For nothing will be impossible with God." Then Mary said, "Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be 
with me according to your word." Then the angel departed from her. 
 
 
 

 
 

The Annunciation by Leonardo da Vinci 
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Please stand in body or spirit and join in singing. 
 
CAROL                                                       SUNG BY ALL 
 

   THE ANGEL GABRIEL FROM HEAVEN CAME   (Gabriel’s Message)                               The Hymnal #265  
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COLLECT FOR THE FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT                                                    BCP 159 

Almighty God, give us grace that we may cast away the works of darkness, and put upon us the armor of light, now 
in the time of this mortal life in which thy Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in great humility; that in the last day, 
when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to judge both the quick and the dead, we may rise to the life 
immortal; through him who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Ghost, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
BLESSING FOR A PRAYER QUILT 
 

Heavenly Father, may your grace fall softly upon this quilt so that it may be a source of healing love and comfort 
for our beloved friend who is suffering. Surround our friend with your tender care, enfold her with your peace, and 
hold her forever in your almighty hands of love. We ask this in the Name of Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit. Amen.   
 
PRAYER FOR A BIRTHDAY                                                                                                                     BCP 830 
 

Watch over your child, O Lord, as their days increase; bless and guide them wherever they may be. Strengthen them 
when they stand; comfort them when discouraged or sorrowful; raise them up if they fall; and in their heart may 
your peace which passes understanding abide all the days of their life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
BLESSING FOR AN ANNIVERSARY                                                                                                        BCP 431 
 

O God, you have so consecrated the covenant of marriage that in it is represented the spiritual unity between Christ 
and his Church. Send therefore your blessing upon these your servants, that they may so love, honor, and cherish 
each other in faithfulness and patience, in wisdom and true godliness, that their home may be a haven of blessing 
and peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. Amen. 
 
PRAYER FOR TRAVELERS                                                                                                                        BCP 831 
 

O God, our heavenly Father, whose glory fills the whole creation, and whose presence we find wherever we go: 
Preserve those who travel [in particular _______________]; surround them with your loving care; protect them 
from every danger; and bring them in safety to their journey's end; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

 
 
 
 
 



14 
 

THE COLLECT FOR ADVENT 
 
O God, who makest us glad with the yearly expectation of thy coming, Grant that we, who with joy receive thine 
only-begotten Son as our Redeemer, may without fear behold him when he shall come to be our Judge, even thy 
Son our Lord Jesus Christ; who liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Ghost, one God, world without end. 
Amen. 
 
 

THE ADVENT BLESSING                                                                                                                             BOS 22 

The Officiant gives the blessing, saying 
 

May Almighty God, by whose providence our Savior Christ came among us in great 
humility, sanctify you with the light of his blessing and set you free from all sin. 
Amen. 
 
May he whose second Coming in power and great glory we await, make you steadfast 
in faith, joyful in hope, and constant in love. Amen. 
 
May you, who rejoice in the first Advent of our Redeemer, at his second Advent be 
rewarded with unending life. Amen. 
 
And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon 
you and remain with you for ever. Amen. 
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Please stand in body or spirit and join in singing. 
 

CLOSING HYMN                                                         SUNG BY ALL 

    LO! HE COMES, WITH CLOUDS DESCENDING  (Helmsley)                                          The Hymnal #57         
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THE VESPER RESPONSORY 
 
Leader  Judah and Jerusalem, fear not, nor be dismayed: 
People  Tomorrow go ye forth, and the Lord, be with you. 
 

Leader  Stand ye still, and ye shall see the salvation of the Lord. 
People  Tomorrow go ye forth, and the Lord, be with you. 
 

Leader  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. 
People  Tomorrow go ye forth, and the Lord, be with you. 
 
Leader  We wait for your loving kindness, O Lord. 
People  In the midst of your temple. 
 

 
 
CLOSING VOLUNTARY 

Wake, Awake, for Night is Flying (Wachet auf)                  Setting by John Ferguson 

 

 

 

 

The Parable of the Wise and Foolish Virgins by Frans Fracken the Younger 
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Origin of the Advent 

Lessons  Carols 

Service 

 
Advent — the word means coming or arrival — is a 
season which has two meanings for Christians. It is 
a time to prepare for the anniversary of the Jesus 
Christ’s first coming-his birth to the Blessed Virgin 
Mary at Bethlehem two thousand years ago-and 
culminates in our celebration of Christmas, the twelve-day feast that lasts from December 
25 to January 6. The other theme of Advent is the Second Coming of our Lord at the end of time, 
when he will come in great power and glory to judge both the living and the dead. The double 
emphasis on both the first and the second advents of Christ gives to the season its unique mixture 
of devotional joy: joy in the redemption that has come to us in the Incarnation, and awe before the 
Judgment that yet awaits us. To the spiritually discerning believer, both of these tremendous and 
signal events of past and future are experienced as eternally present realities.  
 
The concept of this service finds its origins in the Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols made famous 
by the Christmas Eve service at Kings College, Cambridge. The service was conceived by F. W. 
Benson, the Bishop of Truro Cathedral who later became the Archbishop of Canterbury. The 
service was used for the first time on Christmas Eve in 1880 and as its popularity grew, it was 
formally adapted at Kings College in 1918 by Eric Milner-White, the Dean of Kings College. 
 
Since 1918, the service has been aired live by the BBC on Christmas Eve throughout the world. In 
1934, sixteen years after the adaptation of the Nine Lessons and Carols, Eric Milner-White 
composed another order of service, a Procession with Carols on Advent Sunday. In the same format 
as the original Nine Lessons and Carols, the purpose of this service was to “not celebrate Christmas, 
but to expect it.” The Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols and the Procession with Carols on Advent 
Sunday both combine scripture and music in an intimate way to tell the story of the expectation 
and birth of Christ. It was Milner-White’s belief that the scripture lessons were the backbone of the 
service and the “handmaid of the liturgy.” Today we adapt these two liturgies for this time, this 
space, and this community. May your hearts and minds find openness to the coming of the Savior 
through these Advent Lessons and Carols. 
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CHRISTMAS FLOWERS 
If you would like to donate as a memorial or thank offering during the Christmas season, please 
print this form, complete and mail to: 
 

Christ Episcopal Church 
PO Box 861 

Eureka, CA 95502-0861 
 

Or drop the form by the church office; Tues, Wed, or Fri between the hours of 9 am-1 pm on or 
before Friday, December 18 to be printed in worship booklets for the Christmas Season. 
 
Checks should be written to Christ Church and in the memo field write Christmas Flowers. 
 
If mailed, please put to the attention of Katherine Clague to avoid delay in receipt and listing. 
 
 
DONOR:_____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Exact wording of memorial or thank offering dedication (please print): 
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
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The Right Reverend Megan M. Traquair 
Bishop 

THE EPISCOPAL DIOCESE OF NORTHERN CALIFORNIA 
 

 

 
 

CHRIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
CLERGY AND STAFF 

 

The Rev. Dr. Daniel D. London - Rector 
The Rev. David Shewmaker - Associate Priest 

The Rev. K Lesley McCloghrie - Associate Priest 
The Venerable Pam Gossard - Archdeacon 

The Rev. Anne Pierson - Deacon 
 

Merry Phillips - Music Coordinator and Organist 
David B. Powell - Choir Director 

Dr. Douglas Moorehead - Organist Emeritus 
 

Thomas Swanger – Administrative Assistant 
 
 

THE VESTRY 
 

Royal McCarthy, Senior Warden; John Patton, Junior Warden; Peg Gardner, Clerk; 
Dr. Robert (Bob) Hines, Treasurer; The Venerable Pam Gossard; Lynne Bean, Sharon Kalberer, 

Bev Olson, Laura Rose, Christina Strevey, Nellie Thompson, Jannetje Vrieze 
 
 

Church Office   • 625 15th Street • P.O. Box 861 •   Eureka, California 95502-0861 
Phone • (707) 442-1797 

Email •  christchurcheureka@gmail.com 
 

mailto:christchurcheureka@gmail.com

