Rector’s Report (for vestry meeting on August 22, 2021)
-

On Monday July 26, I drove to Cookson Ranch (northeast of Blue Lake, along
Redwood Creek) to help lead Camp Living Waters, where the theme this year
was “Christmas in July.” On Monday night, I was finally “initiated” into CLW even
though it was my third year attending. (Initiation night is Monday night and in
previous years, I visited camp later in the week). After my initiation, I helped lead
Campfire music and then we listened to Bishop Megan tell the story of St.
Nicholas.

-

On Tuesday morning July 27, I preached on “The Gifts of the Magi,” which you
can read here: https://deforestlondon.wordpress.com/2021/07/28/the-gifts-ofthe-magi-justice-mercy-and-humility/

-

On Tuesday afternoon July 27, I attended a faculty meeting for the School for
Deacons.

-

On Friday July 30, workers from the Humboldt Termite and Pest Control came to
the Transfiguration House to remove a massive wasp nest from behind the
shingles of the south wall, next to the window of the guest room where Bishop
Megan stayed. The workers were astonished by the number of wasps that flew
out of the nest. They also said that wasps will likely make a nest behind the
shingles again unless we re-shingle that side of the house. (A wasp nest was
removed from that same wall in the Fall of 2018).

-

At 1:30 PM on July 30, I attended the court hearing on zoom regarding the
church’s restraining order against Michael Morgan. Another continuance was
granted, and the hearing was rescheduled for August 20 at 1:30 PM.

-

On Saturday July 31, I celebrated the feast day of St. Ignatius of Loyola by
recording a song that I wrote for Camp Living Waters in 2019, when the theme
was “Saints on Parade.” The song is called “Iggy, Iggy” and it is set to the tune of
“Louie, Louie” by the Kingsmen. You can watch the recording here:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=maL9cVufcUo

-

Also, on Saturday July 31, the Times-Standard featured an article about Bishop
Megan’s visit to Christ Church and the Sempervirens deanery. You can read the
article here: https://www.times-standard.com/2021/07/31/diocesan-bishopvisits-christ-episcopal-church/

-

On Monday August 2, Ashley and I brought Seabury and Gubbio to Petco for our
first of several dog training lessons. Apparently, Yorkies are notoriously difficult
to train.
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-

On Friday August 6 (The Feast of the Transfiguration), the kitchen overhead light
at Transfiguration House was finally replaced.

-

On Saturday August 7, we began the first of four Sacred Saunters back at Sequoia
Park. So far, we have celebrated the feast of the Transfiguration (August 7),
Jonathan Myrick Daniels (August 14), and St. Bernard of Clairvaux (August 21).

-

Also on Saturday August 7, the Times-Standard featured an article on my book
The Cloud of Unknowing Distilled, which you can read here: https://www.timesstandard.com/2021/08/07/reverend-releases-the-cloud-of-unknowing-distilled/

-

On August 10, I met with the two students who will be taking my Christian Ethics
class at the School for Deacons: Miguel Bustos (who works at Glide Memorial
Church in SF) and who is sponsored by St. John the Evangelist Episcopal Church
in the Mission district of SF and Rebekah Hays Estera, sponsored by SEA
Episcopal Church (formerly St. Elizabeth’s and St. Andrew’s) in San Bruno and
South SF.

-

On August 10, the book René Girard, Theology, and Pop Culture was published.
The book includes a chapter I wrote on Will Eisner’s graphic novel A Contract
with God (which is considered by many to be the first graphic novel). The title of
my chapter is “Exorcising Blame through A Contract with God: A Girardian
Analysis of Will Eisner’s Graphic Novel.” You can view the book here:
https://www.amazon.com/Ren%C3%A9-Girard-Theology-PopCulture/dp/1978710089

-

On August 11, Ashley and I visited David Lochtie’s home called “the Reach” on
Elk River road and we made plans to bless his home on September 29 (the Feast
of Michaelmas) and then also host a showing of his paintings (inspired by Christ
Church worship) on December 4, the feast of icon defender St. John of Damascus
(and the day of Arts Alive).

-

On August 18, 19, and 20, I went camping with my high school friend Jacob
Pierce up along the Oregon coast. We stayed at Beverly Beach in Newport
Oregon as well as Harris Beach in Brookings OR. Along our drive, I visited the
historic Little Log Church by the Sea in Yachats OR and noticed St. Mary the
Virgin Episcopal Church in Gardiner and St. Luke’s by the Sea in Waldport.

-

On Friday August 20, I woke up in Brookings OR and hit the road early to arrive
home in time for the Court Hearing scheduled for 1:30 PM. Although we were
south of Crescent City by 10 AM, we were not able to pass the construction until
12:45 PM so I had to pull over into the parking lot at the Trees of Mystery in
Klamath CA and use the WiFi of the Forest Café to join the zoom call. I was cross
examined by Michael Morgan, who then testified. The entire hearing lasted
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about an hour and a half. At the end, Judge Timothy Canning said he needed to
review Mike’s paperwork before making a final decision.
-

Today (Tuesday August 24) as I submit this Rector’s Report, I am reporting that I
just received a text and email from my attorney David Nims informing me that
Judge Canning has granted Christ Church Eureka’s request for a Workplace
Violence Restraining Order. Unless extended by another court, or terminated
sooner by agreement of the parties, it will expire April 21, 2024.

-Humboldt Pest at T House - New kitchen light fixture in T House

-Transfiguration Saunter
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