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THE SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
 

CHRIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
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HOLY EUCHARIST: RITE II 
 

DECEMBER 5, 2021 
AT 8:00 AND 10:30 IN THE MORNING 
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Welcome to Christ Church Eureka, where we seek to glorify God, follow Jesus Christ, and serve all 
people through the power of the Holy Spirit.  Whoever you are and wherever you are in your spiritual 
journey, your presence enriches us.  We hope you prayerfully consider making Christ Church your 
home church. 

 

The Advent greens are given to the glory of God 
by Sanford and Thomas 

 

 
 

SERVING THIS MORNING 
 

8:00 AM 
CELEBRANT    The Rev. Dr. Daniel D. London 
PREACHER   The Rev. Dr. Daniel D. London 
DEACON   The Rev. Anne Pierson 
READERS   Robin Cardona, Karen Price  

 INTERCESSOR   Sanford Pyron 
 ACOLYTE   Sanford Pyron 
 

10:30 AM 
CELEBRANT    The Rev. Dr. Daniel D. London 
PREACHER   The Rev. Dr. Daniel D. London 
DEACON   The Rev. Anne Pierson 
READERS   Helen Hui, Nellie Thompson 
EUCHARISTIC MINISTER  Royal McCarthy 
INTERCESSOR   Ann Clark 
ACOLYTE   John Patton 
ORGANIST   Merry Phillips 
SCHOLA   Ann Carter, Helen Hui 
    Francis Rivinus, David Powell 
ALTAR GUILD   Katherine Clague 
    Julie Cairns 

   Elizabeth Harper Lawson  
TECHNICAL ASSISTANTS  Paul Gossard, Michael Tipton  
USHERS    Ann Clark, Jannetje Vrieze 
VERGER   Thomas Swanger 
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THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
 
The people’s responses are in bold 
 

We worship today according to the appointed order for The Holy Eucharist: Rite II, beginning on page 355 of the Book of Common 
Prayer (BCP – red book). The hymns can be found in The Hymnal 1982 (blue book) in your pew rack. 

 
OPENING VOLUNTARY 
 

       Vom Himmel hoch, da komm' ich her (From heaven above to earth I come)    J.S. Bach      
 

Please use this time for silent prayer and meditation. 
 

LAND ACKNOWLEDGMENT 
 

Christ Episcopal Church acknowledges that we gather on the traditional land of the Wiyot 
people, who are still here, and we honor with gratitude the land itself and the life of the 
Wiyot Tribe. 

 

Please rise in body or spirit.  
 

OPENING HYMN #76                                                  The Hymnal 1982     
 

On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry (Winchester New)                  

 

 

THE LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 
 

The Celebrant says 
 

Blessed are you, O Lord our God, ruler of the universe. John the Baptist calls all people to 
prepare the Lord’s way for the kingdom of heaven is near. Bless us as we light the second 
candle on this Wreath. The candle of Peace. Guide our feet into the way of peace which 
leads us to true happiness. Blessed be God for ever. Amen. 
 

Masking – In order to protect the vulnerable among us, we request that all individuals regardless of 

vaccination status wear a mask during worship services.  
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THE OPENING ACCLAMATION                                    Enriching Our Worship I p. 50 
 

Celebrant  Blessed are you, holy and living One.  
People  You come to your people and set them free. 
 
THE COLLECT FOR PURITY 
 

Celebrant Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no 
secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your 
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy 
Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

 
HYMN OF PRAISE spoken at 8 am and sung at 10:30 am service                                        BCP 356 
 

O Come, O come, Emmanuel #56 vv 1-2                                                 The Hymnal 1982                                       
 

O come, O come, thou Lord of might, who to thy tribes on Sinai’s height 
in ancient times didst give the law, in cloud, and majesty, and awe. 

Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Emmanuel shall come to thee O Israel! 
 

O come, thou Branch of Jesse’s tree, free them from Satan’s tyranny 
that trust thy mighty power to save, and give them victory o’er the grave. 
Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Emmanuel shall come to thee O Israel! 

 
THE COLLECT FOR SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT                                             BCP 211                                                   
 

Celebrant The Lord be with you.  
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant  Let us pray. 
 

Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets to preach repentance and prepare the 
way for our salvation: Give us grace to heed their warnings and forsake our sins, that we may 
greet with joy the coming of Jesus Christ our Redeemer; who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
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THE LESSONS           Please be seated for the readings. 
 

THE FIRST READING                                                                                                                  Malachi 3:1-4 

Reader  A Reading from the Book of Malachi 
 

See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord whom you seek 
will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant in whom you delight-- 
indeed, he is coming, says the LORD of hosts. But who can endure the day of his coming, 
and who can stand when he appears? 
 
For he is like a refiner's fire and like fullers' soap; he will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, 
and he will purify the descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, until they 
present offerings to the LORD in righteousness. Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem 
will be pleasing to the LORD as in the days of old and as in former years. 
 

Reader  The Word of the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God.  
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CANTICLE 16 spoken responsively by whole verse at 8 am                                                       BCP 92 

The Song of Zechariah     Benedictus Dominus Deus 

Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel; * 
he has come to his people and set them free. 

He has raised up for us a mighty savior, * 
born of the house of his servant David. 

Through his holy prophets he promised of old, 

that he would save us from our enemies, * 
from the hands of all who hate us. 

He promised to show mercy to our fathers * 
and to remember his holy covenant. 

This was the oath he swore to our father Abraham, * 
to set us free from the hands of our enemies, 

Free to worship him without fear, * 
holy and righteous in his sight 
all the days of our life. 

You, my child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High, * 
for you will go before the Lord to prepare his way, 

To give his people knowledge of salvation * 
by the forgiveness of their sins. 

In the tender compassion of our God * 
the dawn from on high shall break upon us, 

To shine on those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death, * 
and to guide our feet into the way of peace. 
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CANTICLE 16 S#415                    The Hymnal 1982 
        Jerome Webster Meachen 

 

 
 
The Song of Zechariah     Benedictus Dominus Deus 

 

Blessed be the Lord, the God of / Israel; *  
he has come to his people and set them / free.  

He has raised up for us a mighty / Savior, *  
born of the house of his servant / David.    
 

Through his holy prophets he promised of old,  
that he would save us from our / enemies, *  

from the hands of all who / hate us.  
He promised to show mercy to our / fathers *  

and to remember his holy / covenant.  
 

This was the oath he swore to our father/ Abraham, *  
to set us free from the hands of our /enemies,  

Free to worship him without / fear, *  
holy and righteous in his sight  
all the days of our / life.      
 

You, my child, shall be called the prophet of the / Most High, *  
for you will go before the Lord to prepare his / way,  

To give his people knowledge of sal /vation *  
by the forgiveness of their/ sins.     
 

In the tender compassion of our / God *  
the dawn from on high shall break up /on us,  

To shine on those who dwell in darkness and the  
                                                    shadow of / death, *  
            and to guide our feet into the way of / peace.  
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THE SECOND READING                                                                     Philippians 1:3-11 

Reader  A Reading from the Letter of Paul to the Philippians                   
 

I thank my God every time I remember you, constantly praying with joy in every one of my 
prayers for all of you, because of your sharing in the gospel from the first day until now. I 
am confident of this, that the one who began a good work among you will bring it to 
completion by the day of Jesus Christ. It is right for me to think this way about all of you, 
because you hold me in your heart, for all of you share in God's grace with me, both in my 
imprisonment and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel. For God is my witness, 
how I long for all of you with the compassion of Christ Jesus. And this is my prayer, that 
your love may overflow more and more with knowledge and full insight to help you to 
determine what is best, so that in the day of Christ you may be pure and blameless, having 
produced the harvest of righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ for the glory and 
praise of God. 
 

Reader  The Word of the Lord. 
People Thanks be to God.  
 

Please rise in body or spirit 
 

GRADUAL HYMN #75 vv. 1-2                                                              The Hymnal 1982     
 

There’s a voice in the wilderness crying (Ascension)  

 

 
 

St. John the Baptist, National Library of the Netherlands 
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THE HOLY GOSPEL                                                                                                  Luke 3:1-6 
 

Deacon   The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke 
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.  
 
In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was governor of 
Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea 
and Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of Abilene, during the high priesthood of Annas and 
Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of Zechariah in the wilderness. He went into 
all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of 
sins, as it is written in the book of the words of the prophet Isaiah, 
 

"The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 

'Prepare the way of the Lord, 
      make his paths straight. 

Every valley shall be filled, 
       and every mountain and hill shall be made low, 

and the crooked shall be made straight, 
       and the rough ways made smooth; 

and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.'" 
 

Deacon  The Gospel of the Lord. 
People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 

 
GRADUAL HYMN #75 v. 3                                                                     The Hymnal 1982     
 

There’s a voice in the wilderness crying (Ascension)                    

 

 
 

The people are seated at the invitation of the preacher. 
 

 

THE HOMILY                                                        The Rev. Dr. Daniel D. London 
 

After the homily, a period of silence is observed. 
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THE NICENE CREED                                                                                                     BCP 358 
 

We believe in one God, 
    the Father, the Almighty, 
    maker of heaven and earth, 
    of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
    the only Son of God, 
    eternally begotten of the Father, 
    God from God, Light from Light, 
    true God from true God, 
    begotten, not made, 
    of one Being with the Father. 
    Through him all things were made. 
    For us and for our salvation 
        he came down from heaven: 
    by the power of the Holy Spirit 
        he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
        and was made man. 
    For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
        he suffered death and was buried. 
        On the third day he rose again 
            in accordance with the Scriptures; 
        he ascended into heaven 
            and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
        and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
    who proceeds from the Father [and the Son.] 
    With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
    He has spoken through the Prophets. 
    We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
        and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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THE PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE                                                                                    BCP 392  
 

Deacon  In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. 
 

Silence 
 

Intercessor For all people in their daily life and work; 
People  For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone. 
 

Intercessor  For this community, the nation, and the world; 
People   For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace. 
 

Intercessor  For the just and proper use of your creation; 
People   For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression. 
 

Intercessor  For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble; 
People  For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy. 
 

Intercessor  For the peace and unity of the Church of God; 
People  For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth. 
 

Intercessor  For Michael our Presiding Bishop, and Megan our Bishop; and all bishops 
and other ministers; 

People  For all who serve God in his Church. 
 

Intercessor  For the special needs and concerns of this congregation. 
 

Deanery Cycle of Prayer We pray for the congregations of our Deanery, this month for 
the people of St. Francis, Fortuna. Grant them the blessings 
of hope, love, joy and peace as they prepare the way of the 
Lord, reaching out to their community with the message of 
God’s mission to reconcile the world through Jesus Christ.  

 

Diocesan Cycle of Prayer St. Luke’s Episcopal Church, Woodland 
The Rev. Alex Leach, Priest-in-Charge 

 

Anglican Cycle of Prayer The Province of the Anglican Church of Burundi 
The Most. Rev. Martin Blaise Nyaboho, Primate and 
Archbishop of Burundi and Bishop of Makamba 

 

Silence 
 

The People may add their own petitions 
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Celebrant Hear us, Lord; 
People   For your mercy is great. 
 

Celebrant  We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life. 
 

Silence 
 

The People may add their own thanksgivings 
 

Celebrant  We will exalt you, O God our King; 
People   And praise your Name for ever and ever. 
 

Celebrant  We pray for all who have died, that they may have a place in your eternal 
kingdom. 

Silence 
 

The People may add their own petitions 
 

Celebrant  Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them; 
People   Who put their trust in you. 
 

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect.  
 

Hasten, O Father, the coming of your kingdom; and grant that we your servants, who now 
live by faith, may with joy behold your Son at his coming in glorious majesty; even Jesus 
Christ, our only Mediator and Advocate. Amen. 
 

THE CONFESSION OF SIN                                                                                                         BCP 359 
 

The Deacon says 
 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
 

Silence may be kept. 
 

Minister and People 
 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and 
deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you 
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry 
and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive 
us; that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your Name. 
Amen. 
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The Bishop, when present, or the Priest, stands and says 
 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal 
life. Amen. 
 
THE PEACE   Please rise in body or spirit.                                                                     BCP 360 
 

Celebrant  The peace of the Lord be always with you.  
People And also with you. 
 

Then the Ministers and the People offer a simple wave, gesture, bow or smile 
in the name of the Lord and then are seated.  

  

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

PRAYER FOR A BIRTHDAY                                                                                 BCP 830  
 

Watch over your child, O Lord, as their days increase; bless and guide them wherever they 
may be. Strengthen them when they stand; comfort them when discouraged or sorrowful; 
raise them up if they fall; and in their heart may your peace which passes understanding 
abide all the days of their life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

  
BLESSING FOR AN ANNIVERSARY                                                                   BCP 431 
 

O God, you have so consecrated the covenant of marriage that in it is represented the 
spiritual unity between Christ and his Church. Send therefore your blessing upon these 
your servants, that they may so love, honor, and cherish each other in faithfulness and 
patience, in wisdom and true godliness, that their home may be a haven of blessing and 
peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. Amen.  
  
PRAYER FOR TRAVELERS                                                                                                 BCP 831  
 

O God, our heavenly Father, whose glory fills the whole creation, and whose presence we 
find wherever we go: Preserve those who travel [in particular _______________]; 
surround them with your loving care; protect them from every danger; and bring them in 
safety to their journey's end; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.   
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THE HOLY COMMUNION 
 

OFFERTORY SENTENCE                                                                                              BCP 376  
 

Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving, and make good your vows to the Most High. 
 

                                                                                                                              Psalm 50:14 
 

All are invited to make a gift to our mission of striving to glorify God, 
follow Jesus Christ, and serve all people through the power of the Holy Spirit, 

please visit https://christchurcheureka.org/giving/. 
 
 

Please be seated for the Offertory Music.  
 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM                                                                  
 

Every Grain of Sand                        Words and music by Robert Allen Zimmerman 
                                                                                                     See page 23 for lyrics 
 

©Copyright 1981 Special Rider Music, USA. 
All Rights Reserved. International Copyright Secured. 

 
 
OFFERTORY HYMN #324                                               The Hymnal 1982     
 

Let all mortal flesh keep silence (Picardy)           
                                          

The people stand while the alms are presented and placed on the Altar. 
 

The people remain standing.   
 

Celebrant All things come of thee, O Lord, 
People and of thine own have we given thee.   
 
 
DOXOLOGY                                                                                                  (Old Hundredth)  

Praise God from whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below 
Praise God above ye heavenly hosts 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. AMEN 
 

https://christchurcheureka.org/giving/
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING                                       Eucharistic Prayer B, BCP 367 
 

SURSUM CORDA S#120                                                                    The Hymnal 1982 

 
 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and every-where to give thanks to you, Father 
Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. Because you sent your beloved Son to redeem us 
from sin and death, and to make us heirs in him of everlasting life; that when he shall come 
again in power and great triumph to judge the world, we may without shame or fear rejoice 
to behold his appearing. 
 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 
company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
 

SANCTUS spoken at 8 am and sung at 10:30 am service                        
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord S#124                     Music: From New Plainsong; David Hurd (b. 1950) 
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The people stand or kneel. 
 

The Celebrant continues 
 

 

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to 
us in creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the 
prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you 
sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. 
In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, 
you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into 
life. 
 

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given 
thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, 
which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” After supper he took the cup 
of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: 
This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness 
of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” Therefore, according 
to his command, O Father, 
 
 

Celebrant and People 
 

We remember his death, 
We proclaim his resurrection, 
We await his coming in glory; 
 
 

The Celebrant continues 
 

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to 
you, from your creation, this bread and this wine. 
 

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the 
Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son 
in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. 
In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that 
heavenly country where, with all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your 
sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of 
the Church, and the author of our salvation. 
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By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is 
yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. 
 

 
And now, as our Savior 
Christ has taught us, 
we are bold to say, 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER                                                                                                                 BCP 364  
 

People and Celebrant 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
    hallowed be thy Name, 
    thy kingdom come, 
    thy will be done, 
        on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
    as we forgive those 
        who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
    but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
    and the power, and the glory, 
    for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD                                                                                            BCP 364 
 

A period of silence is kept. 
 

Celebrant Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;         
People Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia.  
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AGNUS DEI spoken at 8am 

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: grant us peace. 

AGNUS DEI  S#161 sung at 10:30am                         David Hurd 

 

 
Celebrant The Gifts of God for the People of God. 

 

Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, 
and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

 

COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE 
 

Congregations may now begin to practice communion by Clergy Intinction, thereby enabling 
communicants to receive communion in two kinds. A Deacon or Eucharistic Minister will 
stand next to the clergy person with the paten, holding the chalice with consecrated wine. The 
clergy person takes the wafer from the paten, dips it into the chalice and places the wafer into 
the hand of the communicant.  Only the clergy person with the paten is allowed to dip the 
wafer and give it to the communicant. The clergy person will serve you the bread and wine 
unless you indicate that you desire only the bread by saying, “No wine please.” If you desire a 
gluten-free wafer, please say, “Gluten-free please.” 
 

                                                                                                                    Bishop Megan McClure Traquair 
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COMMUNION MUSIC 
 

Now the Silence, Now the Peace                                       setting by Robert J. Powell 
Savior of the Nations, Come                                                             Robert J. Powell 

 

 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION                                      Enriching Our Worship I p. 69 
 

Celebrant Let us pray. 
 

People God of abundance,  
you have fed us 
with the bread of life and cup of salvation; 
you have united us with Christ and one another; 
and you have made us one 
with all your people in heaven and on earth. 
Now send us forth 
in the power of your Spirit, 
that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world 
and continue for ever 
in the risen life of Christ our Savior. Amen 

 
THE ADVENT BLESSING 
 

The Celebrant blesses the people, and the people respond, Amen. 
 

May Almighty God, by whose providence our Savior Christ came among us 
in great humility, sanctify you with the light of his blessing and set you free 
from all sin. Amen. 

May he whose second Coming in power and great glory we await, make you 
steadfast in faith, joyful in hope, and constant in love. Amen. 

May you, who rejoice in the first Advent of our Redeemer, at his second 
Advent be rewarded with unending life. Amen. 

And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be upon you and remain with you for ever. Amen. 
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CLOSING HYMN #65                                                  The Hymnal 1982     
 

Prepare the way, O Zion (Bereden väg för Herran)                      
 

 
DISMISSAL 
 

Deacon Alleluia. Go in peace to glorify God, follow Jesus Christ, 
and serve all people through the power of the Holy Spirit. 

People   Thanks be to God. Alleluia.                                                            
 
CLOSING VOLUNTARY 
 

 People, Look East!                                                                           Kristina Langlois  
 
 

PERMISSIONS:  The texts of the Old Testament, Epistle and Gospel lessons are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, 

copyright 1989. Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Church of Christ in the USA. Used by permission. All 
rights reserved.  • The Collects, Psalms and Canticles are from the Book of Common Prayer, 1979. Public domain. Reprint and Podcast 
of service music and hymns under One License 734882-A. 

 

 

NOTICES AND EVENTS 
 

Welcome: we are delighted you chose to worship with us this morning. If you 

are here for the first time, we ask that you sign our guest book on the “Welcome Table” 

in the room situated immediately behind us, and take one of our “Welcome Bags”, also 

on that table.  Know that our ushers and parishioners will be only too happy to help, 

should you require any assistance. 
 

CHRIST CHURCH PRAYER CIRCLE 
 

Our Prayer Circle will pray for your special need if you request it by contacting Jannetje 

Vrieze. She emails it to Prayer Circle members, and they add the request to their regular 

prayers. 
 

Three good things to know: 
 

1. Prayer Circle members practice strict respect and confidentiality.  

2. If you ask for prayers for another person or persons, 

    they must know about it and agree.  

3. Best access to Jannetje is email:  jvdutchgirl@yahoo.com 

mailto:jvdutchgirl@yahoo.com
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ADVENT BOOK and GUEST PREACHER  
 

Stepping Into Advent: 

Making Space to Recognize The Nearness of God 

Bethany M. Cseh 

 

Bethany co-pastors Catalyst Church Humboldt with her husband 

Jason. She is the author of Stepping Into Advent: Making Space to 

Recognize the Nearness of God, a book I recommend we read 

together this Advent. You can order a copy from Amazon or we 

will have copies available for purchase in the Heritage Room 

(beginning Dec. 5). Pastor Bethany will be guest preaching at Christ Church on the Fourth 

Sunday of Advent, December 19 at 8 and 10:30 AM services, followed by a Rector’s Forum 

at 4 PM. 
 

Like so many people, Bethany was caught up in the 

hurried pace of the Christmas season where 

everything became last minute for her. Before she 

knew it, Christmas Eve arrived and she had missed the 

beauty that anticipation and longing can brings. She 

missed Advent. 
 

Centered around the daily scriptures from A Guide to 

Prayer for Ministers and Other Servants, Cseh crafts 

daily reflective readings for Advent. Writing like 

they’re her friend, she helps the reader create a 

sustainable pace to step into the season of Advent. Her 

hope is for the reader to notice the nearness of God’s 

Love. Complete with a simple guiding question at the 

end of each daily reading, Cseh gently invites the 

reader to reflect on their own life and how the reading 

impacted them that day. 
 

May you make space this Christmas season by Stepping 

Into Advent.  
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Every Grain of Sand 
words and music by Robert Allen Zimmerman (Bob Dylan) 

 
In the time of my confession, in the hour of my deepest need 

When the pool of tears beneath my feet flood every newborn seed 
There's a dying voice within me reaching out somewhere 

Toiling in the danger and in the morals of despair 
Don't have the inclination to look back on any mistake 

Like Cain, I behold this chain of events that I must break 
In the fury of the moment, I can see the master's hand 

In every leaf that trembles, in every grain of sand 

Oh, the flowers of indulgence and the weeds of yesteryear 
Like criminals, they have choked the breath of conscience and good cheer 

And the sun beat down upon the steps of time to light the way 
To ease the pain of idleness and the memory of decay 

I gaze into the doorway of temptation's angry flame 
And every time I pass that way I always hear my name 

Then onward in my journey, I come to understand 
That every hair is numbered like every grain of sand 

I have gone from rags to riches in the sorrow of the night 
In the violence of a summer's dream, in the chill of a wintery light 

In the bitter dance of loneliness fading into space 
In the broken mirror of innocence on each forgotten face 

I hear the ancient footsteps like the motion of the sea 
Sometimes I turn, there's someone there, at times it's only me 

I'm hanging in the balance of a perfect finished plan 
Like every sparrow falling, like every grain of sand 
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