Rector’s Report December 2021 (submitted to vestry on Saturday December 18, 2021)
-

During my family’s visit, the refrigerator in the Transfiguration House began leaking due
to a tiny hole in the ice machine fixture. A repairman from Poletski’s came over on
Friday December 3rd to diagnose the problem. He said it would take a couple weeks to
order and obtain the replacement fixture.

-

During the evening of Friday December 3 and the morning and afternoon of Saturday
December 4, I participated in an online Discernment Weekend with the Commission on
Ministry (COM). After several interviews, prayer, and discussion, the COM
recommended all three aspirants for postulancy: Paul Mallatt from Incarnation Santa
Rosa who is discerning a call to the diaconate; Emily Hyberg (St. Clement’s Rancho
Cordova) who is pursing the priesthood; Rosemary Anna Hill Cook (Trinity Sacramento)
who is also discerning a call to the priesthood. Also, on Saturday December 4, one of my
students from the School for Deacons (Miguel Bustos) was ordained to the vocational
diaconate at Grace Cathedral (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wjVTQGYS-4Q).

-

Soon after the Discernment Weekend, David Lochtie and I welcomed a steady flow of
guests to the “Picturing the Word” Art Show held in Lewis Hall from 5 PM to 9 PM on
December 4, the feast day of St. John of Damascus (who promoted art in Christian
worship). You can get a sense of the art show by watching this brief video:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FUH7iLbTPQw. You can also view more paintings
by David Lochtie here: https://christchurcheureka.org/picturing-the-word-art-gallery-2/

-

After a full Sunday of Eucharists, Evensong, and A Christmas Carol rehearsal on Dec 5, I
drove my mom to the airport at 4:30 AM, after two previous flight cancellations on
Monday December 6. (My brother had flown back to Boston on November 30.)

-

Since Monday December 6 is the feast day of St. Nicholas, I posted on the Christ Church
Facebook page and YouTube channel a video that I recorded back in July at Camp Living
Waters of Bishop Megan telling campers the story of St. Nicholas. The camp theme this
last year was “Christmas in July” and one of the art projects involved creating
ornaments for “Sugar Bear,” the U.S. Capitol Christmas tree. You can view this bootleg
teaching from the bishop here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P2HdRtrsht8

-

On Tuesday December 7, Ashley and I got our booster shots at CVS, which wiped us both
out for the next day or two.

-

On the morning of Friday December 10, I co-led a Forest Therapy walk with other
guides-in-training, using Zoom, at Sequoia Park. My “partnership invitation” was the
following: “Imagine that there is a treasure waiting for you in the forest. Use all your
senses (including your ‘heart sense’) to find the treasure and when you find it, spend
some time with it, using all your senses. Go seek your treasure and let it seek you; and
I’ll call us back to our circle in 10 minutes.”
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-

On Sunday December 12, after Evensong, David Tschoepe showed me an icon he
“wrote” of St. Martin de Porres (1579 – 1639), which his friend and Roman Catholic
priest Father Arthur McDonald would like to donate to the Fr. Doug Memorial Library.
See picture of icon below.

-

On Tuesday December 14, I met with the Humboldt Interfaith Fellowship to check in
about our “Vax Up! Save Lives!” campaign as well as our plan to honor Chief Steve
Watson with a Community Service Award on January 16th at 4 PM.

-

On the morning of December 15, before worship committee meetings, I took Seabury
and Gubbio out for a walk and saw a glorious rainbow in the sky. So, I took pictures of
the rainbow by the Transfiguration House and then quickly drove over to the church to
snap some pics of the rainbow(s) there.
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-

On Wednesday December 15, after worship committee meetings, I met with leaders of
the Anglican Association of Biblical Scholars and the Rev. Canon Chuck Robertson, who
is Presiding Bishop’s Canon for Ministry Beyond the Episcopal Church. We explored
possibilities and opportunities for connecting with other biblical scholars in the
Episcopal Church and within the global Anglican Communion.

-

Later in the afternoon, on Wednesday December 15, I recorded the sixth Rector’s Forum
with Pastor Bethany Cseh, which will premiere this Sunday December 19 at 2 PM here:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3hsNJREq1Jo. Pastor Bethany Cseh, author of
Stepping Into Advent, will be guest preaching at Christ Church this Sunday.

-

Christ Church Eureka was featured twice in the Diocese’s Commission for Intercultural
Ministries December 2021 Newsletter, which included a link to the Virtual Choir’s
performance of “Canticle of the Turning” as well as my November 2021 Chronicle Article
on Land Acknowledgement.

-

This morning, Friday December 17, the Poletski’s repairman came back to the
Transfiguration House and repaired the refrigerator and ice machine. Thanks be to God!
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